
To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

From:  Steven S. Carrigan, City Manager 

Date:  November 22, 2019 

Re:  City Council Information Report 

CITY HAS RECORD NUMBER OF PERMITS 

The City reached 

4,012 building permit 

applications 

Thursday, exceeding 

the previous record of 

3,663 for the entire 

year of 2005. 

For the calendar year 

2019, the City has 

issued 602 single 

family dwelling 

(SFD) permits and 

has 261 permits in 

various stages of review/ready to be issued.  There were 1,427 SFD permits in 

2005. 

More applications are anticipated over the next month as the 2016 Building Codes 

expire at the end of the year.  Builders can get ahead of the change to the 2019 

Code update by submitting plans before Dec. 30. There is a six month time frame 

to pull the permit once applications are approved.  There is an additional year time 

frame to have the first inspection under the permit. 

THE   C I 
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NO CI FOR THANKSGIVING WEEK 

 

There will be no CI next week due to the short work week. Have a Happy 

Thanksgiving. 

 

 

 

 

NEW WEBSITE WILL LAUNCH MONDAY 

 

The City will launch its 

redesigned and updated 

website Monday. The 

new website offers 

citizens improved 

accessibility features 

and makes it easier to 

find content. 

 

 The website is more 

secure, is simpler for 

City staff to post content 

and ties in with other 

services the City offers, 

such as Merced Connect 

and Subscribe Merced. 

The IT Department has 

been working on the 

project since March.   

 

 

Friday’s fun facts: 

The website contains 

608 pages, 3,742 

documents and 699 

images. 
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YOUTH COUNCIL POLISHES ANOTHER PARK 

The Youth Council held its latest park 

clean up Sat. Nov. 16 at Santa Fe 

Strip Park, located next to Rivera 

School.  The event was a 

collaboration between the Youth 

Council, El Capitan High Leadership 

Class, UC Merced students and 

community volunteers.   

The extra helpers made a big 

difference and the project was 

complete in three hours.  Volunteers 

washed, repaired and painted the 

equipment, providing a making the 

park once again vibrant and revived 

for the neighborhood to enjoy.   
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FIRE DEPARTMENT NEWS 

 

Firefighter survival 

Firefighter survival skill training 

is conducted every year in an 

effort to reduce the possibility of 

fire fighter injuries or fatality 

while operating where it is 

dangerous during structural fires.  

An emphasis is placed on 

avoiding situations that could 

cause them to become lost, 

trapped, or injured at a fire 

scene. The training topics 

include firefighter survival 

terminology, developing a 

survival attitude, increasing 

situational awareness, knowing when a firefighter emergency exists, how to “Call a 

Mayday” and being trained in problem-solving techniques in order to become more 

self-reliant in an emergency.  

 

Air Management 

Air management to a firefighter is a constant 

evaluation of the environment they are 

working in, while monitoring the total 

amount of air left in their self-contained 

breathing apparatus  (SCBA) and ensuring 

they exit the building before running out of 

air.  To do this the firefighter, while working 

as a team, must let the other members of their 

crew know when they're at 50% and develop 

a plan to safely exit the building before their 

low air warning device sounds.  Knowing 

how much air each firefighter consumes 

during heavy strenuous work is the overall 

goal of this week's training.  Once 

completed, each member is able to optimize 

the workload based on their consumption 

rates while keeping their overall safety as a 

priority. 
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BEAR CREEK ARUNDO CLEANUPS 

Public Works crews, along with assistance from California Department of Forestry 

(CDF) crews, started clearing invasive arundo throughout various locations along 

Bear Creek under an emergency permit from state Fish & Wildlife this week.   As 

of Thursday, crews have cleared arundo along the creek starting just east of McKee 

Road and continuing westward to St. Francis Drive.  
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BEAR CREEK ARUNDO CLEANUPS (before) 
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BEAR CREEK ARUNDO CLEANUPS (after) 
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FIRE HYDRANT INFILL 

Water Division crews this week started a Fire Hydrant Infill project generally 

located in the area of West 7th and 8th Streets.  Crews will be installing 6 new fire 

hydrants throughout the area.  
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TREE TRIMMING & AREA PRUNING 

 

Public Works Tree crews 

have continued with 

trimming trees throughout 

town, as well as area pruning 

in the Dinkey Creek 

neighborhood this week.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CORMORANT DRIVE / DAVENPORT PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE 

 

Public Works crews have 

been working to complete 

repairs to the Cormorant 

Drive/ Davenport pedestrian 

bridge this week. Wood slats 

are being replaced.  
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MERCED DOG PARK BACKFLOW REPAIRS 

Repairs are now complete at the Dog Park.  The backflow device was damaged in 

a hit and run accident causing the irrigation water to be temporarily shut off.  

Public Works crews have replaced the backflow device and restored water service. 
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GROGAN AVENUE SIDEWALKS & CROSSWALK 

Sidewalks and a crosswalk have been completed along a portion of Grogan and 

West avenues in front of the Public Works Corporation Yard this week.  The newly 

installed sidewalks and freshly striped crosswalk provide better access for the 

public, as previously there was no sidewalk access to the building.   
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ENGINEERING UPDATE 

Main & M Street Downtown Improvement Project 

AGEE Construction is preparing the road for pavement to be placed  Friday as part 

of the roadway reconstruction. 

Water Well No. 21 

Hobbs Construction is constructing the masonry building at the well site. 
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Water Well Site No. 20 Pump Station 

Clark Bros., Inc. is preparing the subgrade for the pump station. 

MERCED HOTEL-MOTEL ASSOCIATION MEETING 

Economic Development Director Quintero and Assistant City Manager Dietz met 

with the leadership of the Merced Hotel-Motel Association.  Discussion centered 

on concerns about other businesses on Motel Drive being compatible with the 

hotels located along the street.  An update was provided regarding the plans and 

future construction of a sidewalk along Motel Drive stretching from Merced 

Avenue to Carol Avenue.  Follow-up items include providing an update on 

commercial developments taking place in the City and coordinating meetings with 

other City staff. 

QUARTERLY REPORT 

Please find attached the quarterly sales tax report from HdL. 
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 MEETING WITH AUTO DEALERS 

City staff participated in meeting with local auto dealers to discuss the types of 

vandalism taking place at their places of businesses.  Police Chief Chris Goodwin 

and Captain Don King fielded several questions about patrols, dispatch, and 

explained how tools like Crime Mapping and Letters of Authority could be of use 

to the dealers.  Also participating in the meeting were Assistant City Manager 

Stephanie Dietz and Economic Development Director Frank Quintero.  Staff asked 

that the auto dealers continue to report and provide photos of the criminal activities 

taking place at their dealerships.  The meeting was well received by the 

participants, and staff will continue to work with the auto dealers on security 

measures.  

COURTHOUSE CHRISTMAS 

Please find attached a flier on the Christmas Open House at the Museum. 
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HMONG NEW YEAR 

Please find attached a flier on the Hmong New Year celebration that is held Dec. 

20 through 22.  

SAVE THE DATE 

Dec. 1 – Christmas Open house at the Museum, Courthouse Museum, 1-4 p.m. 

Dec. 6 – ACE Overcomers Open House, 3374 M St., 4-7 p.m. 

Dec. 12 – League of Cities, Christmas meeting, Center Street Grill, 6 p.m. 

Dec. 21 – Homeless Memorial, Courthouse Park, noon 

Dec. 20-22 – Hmong New Year, Merced Fairgrounds 

REPORTS & CORRESPONDENCE 

1. HdL Quarterly Report P. 16

2. Courthouse Christmas flier P. 18

3. Hmong New Year flier P. 19
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