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Letter 
132 

Response 

 

Tina G. Lopez 
March 17, 2009 

 

132-1 Please see responses to comments 29-21 and 17-12 regarding concerns about impacts to nearby 
schools and reference to mitigation for truck traffic. 
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Letter 
133A-C 

Response 

 Ted Lorona 
 133A–Undated 
 133B–Undated 
 133C–April 2, 2009 

 

133A-1 This comment raises issues related to language barrier and translation of CEQA documents. 
Please refer to Master Response 2: Language Barrier and Public Review Period, which addresses 
these issues. 

133B-1 The commenter expresses concern about the proximity of a proposed elementary school to truck 
traffic on Campus Parkway and to the project site. Please refer to the response to comment 17-12, 
which discusses how the relative locations of nearby schools, including the proposed school site, 
was analyzed in the traffic analysis, and response to comment 16-8 which discusses how the 
schools were included in the HRA performed for the project. 

133B-2 The comment states that area schools will be affected by noise generated by long-term operations 
of the distribution center, such as sirens and trailers slamming (assumed to mean the noise 
generated by trailer movements). The comment also states that Campus Parkway will become a 
major noise source if the project is implemented. As stated in Table 4.8-10 on page 4.8-21, the 
loudest sounds emanating from the distribution center would be from air horns (sirens) and truck 
compression brakes. Other noise sources such as trailer movements are discussed in Impact 4.8-2, 
but are not as loud as air horns and truck compressions brakes. As stated in Impact 4.8-2, noise 
from these sources would be less than applicable standards at the nearest sensitive receptor (700 
feet). As a result, noise generated by these sources would also be less than applicable standards at 
the nearest schools (3,200 and 3,800 feet). Campus Parkway noise levels would increase under 
project operations. Impacts 4.8-3 and 4.8-4 discuss the noise levels and significance of increased 
traffic related to the project. 

The comment also expresses concern about the health risk associated with project-generated 
emissions. Please refer to Master Response 13 and response to comment 92-3. 

133C-1 The commenter indicates that based on review of the DEIR Section 5 “Alternatives to the 
Proposed Project,” he supports building the proposed project at a different location. The 
commenter does not raise issues related to the adequacy of the DEIR’s analysis.  
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Letter 
134 

Response 

 

Olivia A. Macchia 
April 17, 2009 

 

134-1 The commenter expresses concerns about the City’s electrical grid, and states that the 
environmental study should require more specific details on how Wal-Mart will take measures to 
reduce electricity consumption, and should address the type of lighting the distribution center will 
use related to energy consumption. As described in Chapter 3, “Project Description,” of the DEIR 
(see page 3-14), information has been provided by representatives of Wal-Mart Stores East LP 
regarding measures to reduce potential impacts (including energy usage) of construction and 
operation of the proposed distribution center. As stated on page 3-15 of the DEIR, the facility 
would incorporate an energy monitoring and reporting system, and high-efficiency interior 
lighting including a dimming system with sensors. In addition, all viable technologies would be 
incorporated into the building design and operations plan of the project including a daylight 
harvesting system, and “smart systems” that power down warehouse equipment when not in use.  

Consistent with the requirements of CEQA, impacts associated with electricity demand are 
considered in Section 4.12, “Utilities and Public Services,” of the DEIR (see Impact 4.12-4, page 
4.12-18). As described therein, the proposed project would result in a significant utilities and 
public services impact if it would result in inefficient, wasteful, or unnecessary consumption of 
energy; or create demand for electrical service that is substantial in relation to existing demands 
(see page 4.12-13). As described in Section 4.12, the project would result in a potentially 
significant electricity demand impact, and mitigation is recommended to reduce this impact to a 
less-than-significant level (see page 4.12-19). As demonstrated by the analysis contained in 
Section 4.12, the detailed information requested by the commenter is not necessary to thoroughly 
and adequately analyze proposed project electricity demand impacts. Please also see response to 
comment 5-5 regarding the level of detail necessary for adequate analysis and review of project 
impacts.  

The commenter does not provide any specific disagreements with the analysis provided in the 
DEIR, and does not offer any evidence that demonstrates how the project’s electricity demand 
impact would remain significant after implementation of Mitigation Measure 4.12-4, “Incorporate 
Energy Efficiency Features into Project Designs.” Please also refer to response to comment 5-5 
regarding the type of lighting the distribution center will use. It should further be noted that this 
mitigation measure is required in conjunction with Mitigation Measure 4.2-2a through 4.2-2e, 
which require considerable energy conservation measures. 

134-2 The commenter states that the project should be required to use lighting such as the Orion 
Compact Modular system. This comment is addressed in response to comment 134-1 above, and 
is also addressed in response to comment 5-5 regarding the type of lighting the distribution center 
will use. This comment is noted for the City’s consideration during review and approval of the 
project. No further response is necessary. 

134-3 The commenter states that City staff should require more details about issues such as electricity 
consumption. Please see response to comment 134-1 regarding level of detail necessary for an 
adequate impact analysis. The commenter does not provide any specific disagreements with the 
analysis provided in the DEIR; therefore, no further response can be provided. This comment is 
noted for the City’s consideration during review and approval of the project. 
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Letter 
135 

Response 

 

Richard Macchia 
April 17, 2009 

 

135-1 The commenter raises issues regarding the feasibility of noise mitigation included in the DEIR. 
Please see Response to Comment 126B-1, which addresses this issue.  
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Letter 
136 

Response 

 Jessica Madruga, Certified Escrow Technician 
TransCounty Title Company 
March 25, 2009 

 

136-1 The comment addresses the merits of the proposed project, recommends approval, and does not 
raise environmental issues or any issues regarding the adequacy of the Draft EIR. The comment is 
noted. 
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Letter 
137 

Response 

 

Charles and Sally Magneson 
Undated 

 

137-1 The commenter is concerned with conflict between UC Merced traffic and project-related trucks. 
According to the UC Merced Website, “G” Street is the exit designated for travelers on SR 99 to 
access the campus.  “G” Street is substantially north of Yosemite Parkway, which is the extent of 
the traffic impact study area (other streets were determined to be relatively unaffected by project 
traffic). Therefore, “G” Street should be considered the “gateway” to the UC Merced campus, not 
any roadway in the project vicinity, which is on the opposite side of the city. Truck traffic 
associated with the proposed project would not typically interact with traffic on “G” Street. 
However, in the future and upon its full completion to Yosemite Avenue (approximately 3 miles 
north of the subject site), Campus Parkway will serve as a “gateway” to the UC Merced campus 
from SR 99. The segment of Campus Parkway from SR 99 to Childs Avenue is under 
construction, but as of this date, no schedule exists for the completion of Campus Parkway north 
of Childs Avenue. Therefore, the date when UC Merced traffic would be “mixing” with traffic 
from this project is unknown. 

137-2 The commenter expresses general concern regarding air quality and health, as well as traffic 
safety. The DEIR addresses project-related impacts to Air Quality in Section 4.2 “Air Quality,” 
and impacts related to traffic safety are addressed in Section 4.11 “Traffic and Transportation.” 
Please also refer to Master Response 13 regarding air quality-related public health concerns. The 
comment does not raise issues with the adequacy of the DEIR. The comment is noted. 
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Letter 
138 

Response 

 

Anna Markiano 
March 27, 2009 

 

138-1 The comment addresses the merits of the proposed project and dismisses environmental issues. 
The comment does not raise any issues regarding the adequacy of the Draft EIR. The comment is 
noted. 
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Letter 
139 

Response 

 David W. Martin 
Kristi Martin 
March 8, 2009 

 

139-1 This comment raises issues related to adequacy of the public review period of the Draft EIR. 
Please refer to Master Response 2: Language Barrier and Public Review Period, which addresses 
this issue. 
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City of Merced 3.140-5 Comments and Responses to Comments on the DEIR 

Letter 
140A-D 

Response 

 David W. Martin 
 140A–Undated  140C–Undated 
 140B–Undated  140D–Undated 

 

140A-1 The commenter states that hybrid diesel trucks are used at the Wal-Mart’s distribution center in 
Apple Valley, CA but no such requirement is included in the DEIR. This is not a comment about 
the adequacy of the DEIR. It shall be noted, nonetheless, that Mitigation Measure 4.2-2d includes 
the following requirement, where feasible: 

► Purchase and operate electric or hybrid-powered yard tractors (e.g., Volk-brand tractors) to 
serve as “yard trucks” that move trailers to and from the trailer yard and loading docks.  

Impact 4.2-2 in the DEIR discusses operational emissions, including emissions from on-site yard 
trucks and long-haul truck trips. Mitigation Measures 4.2-2a, 4.2-2b, 4.2-2c, and 4.2-2e will 
ensure that operational emissions would be reduced to a less-than-significant level, as discussed 
on pages 4.2-41 and 4.2-22 of the DEIR. 

140A-2 The commenter indicates that the proposed distribution center should be required to use hybrid 
vehicles similar to the Apple Valley facility. It should first be noted that the Apple Valley facility 
does not use hybrid tractor trailers. Second, the City and its consultants are not aware of any 
hybrid tractor trailers currently on the market. 

140B-1 The comment raises issues with mitigation enforceability. Please see Response to Comment 
126B-1, which addresses this issue. 

140C-1 The commenter raises concerns regarding the number of construction equipment assumed for the 
DEIR’s air quality analysis.  Please refer to response to comment 30D-1, which addresses this 
issue. 

140D-1 The commenter indicates that the DEIR’s analysis of traffic impacts related to project trucks is 
inadequate. However, the commenter offers no specific criticism of the DEIR’s analysis. See 
Master Response 6: Trucks and the Transportation Analysis for more information. The comment 
is noted. 

140D-2 The commenter raises issues related to conflicts between trucks and pedestrians. This issue is 
addressed in the DEIR under Section 4.11 “Traffic and Transportation,” specifically under Impact 
4.11-5 “Transit, Pedestrian, and Bicycle Impacts.” The DEIR includes mitigation measures to 
reduce these impacts to a less-than-significant level. The commenter does not raise issues related 
to the adequacy of the DEIR. 

140D-3 The commenter identifies issues related to air quality. The DEIR analyzes the potential of the 
proposed project to result in impacts to air quality. Please see Section 4.2 of the DEIR “Air 
Quality.” The comment does not raise issues with the adequacy of the DEIR. 

140D-4 The comment raises a general concern regarding a “possible high water problem”. These issues 
are addressed in the DEIR under section 4.6 “Hydrology and Water Quality.” Also, see Master 
Response 7: Detention Basins and Drainage which addresses comments pertaining to stormwater 
volume and flooding. 
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140D-5 The commenter indicates that the DEIR is seriously deficient in meeting the requirements of 
CEQA. However, the commenter offers no reasoning behind the criticism. Therefore, no 
additional response can be provided. The comment is noted. 
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Letter 
141A-B 

Response 

 

Althea Mason 
 141A–Undated  141B–Undated 

 

141A-1 The commenter raises issues related to conflicts between school-related pedestrians/traffic and 
heavy truck traffic. The issue of truck trips near schools was analyzed in Section 4.11 of the 
DEIR and Mitigation Measures 4.11-2b and 4.11-4 specifically address the issue of trucks and 
schools. The mitigation measures would reduce impacts to a less-than-significant level; additional 
mitigation is not necessary. The comment does not raise issues regarding the adequacy of the 
DEIR. The comment is noted. 

141B-1 The comment raises concerns regarding truck traffic. The DEIR analyzes impacts related to truck 
traffic in Section 4.11 “Traffic and Transportation.” Please also see Master Response 6: Trucks 
and the Transportation Analysis. The comment does not raise issues related to the adequacy of the 
DEIR. The comment is noted. 
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Letter 
142 

Response 

 

Dolores May 
April 17, 2009 

 

142-1 The comment addresses the merits of the proposed project, recommends project approval, and 
does not raise environmental issues or any issues regarding the adequacy of the Draft EIR. The 
comment is noted. 
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Letter 
143 

Response 

 

Marc Medefind 
April 16, 2009 

 

143-1 The commenter states that hybrid diesel trucks are used at the Wal-Mart’s distribution center in 
Apple Valley, CA but no such requirement is included in the DEIR. This is not a comment about 
the adequacy of the DEIR. It shall be noted, nonetheless, that Mitigation Measure 4.2-2d includes 
the following requirement, where feasible: 

► Purchase and operate electric or hybrid-powered yard tractors (e.g., Volk-brand tractors) to 
serve as “yard trucks” that move trailers to and from the trailer yard and loading docks.  

Impact 4.2-2 in the DEIR discusses operational emissions, including emissions from on-site yard 
trucks and long-haul truck trips. Mitigation Measures 4.2-2a, 4.2-2b, 4.2-2c, and 4.2-2e will 
ensure that operational emissions would be reduced to a less-than-significant level, as discussed 
on pages 4.2-41 and 4.2-22 of the DEIR. 
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Letter 
144A-B 

Response 

 Suzette Meik 
 144A–April 25, 2009 
 144B–April 3, 2009 

 

144A-1 The commenter states that the DEIR does not include a landscaping plan, and is concerned about 
water usage impacts. Please refer to response to comment 121C-1 regarding water consumption 
and water supply. The commenter does not provide any specific disagreements with the analysis 
provided in the DEIR; therefore, no further response can be provided.   

144A-2 The commenter asks that landscape plans are addressed in the DEIR. Please refer to response to 
comment 121C-1 for information on landscape plans. No further response is necessary because 
no issues related to the specific environmental impacts of the project were raised.   

144B-1 Please refer to mitigation measure 4.2-6d, which requires the use of solar panels for on-site 
electricity generation to serve the proposed project. (Please refer to response to comment 22-7 
regarding some text changes that will be made to Mitigation measure 4.2-6d.) 
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Letter 
145A-B 

Response 

 Alina Méndez 
 145A–Undated 
 145B–Undated 

 

145A-1 This comment raises issues related to language barrier and translation of CEQA documents. 
Please refer to Master Response 2: Language Barrier and Public Review Period, which addresses 
these issues. 

145A-2 The comment describes concerns related to homes, kids, traffic, air quality, and the environment. 
Regarding traffic and air quality, the Draft EIR analyzes these environmental issues under 
sections 4.11 “Traffic and Transportation” and 4.2 “Air Quality.” (It is assumed that impacts to 
“kids” refer to traffic and air quality impacts, which would be covered under Sections 4.11 and 
4.2.) Impacts to the environment, in general, are addressed throughout the Draft EIR. It is 
assumed that impacts to “homes” refers to property values, which is not an environmental issues 
and does not require analysis under CEQA. The comment does not raise issues related to the 
adequacy of the Draft EIR. 

145B-1 This comment raises issues related to language barrier and translation of CEQA documents. 
Please refer to Master Response 2: Language Barrier and Public Review Period, which addresses 
these issues. 
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Letter 
146 

Response 

 William Mendonca 
Universal Service Recycling, Inc. 
February 25, 2009 

 

146-1 The comment addresses the merits of the proposed project, recommends approval, and does not 
raise environmental issues or any issues regarding the adequacy of the Draft EIR. The comment is 
noted. 
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Letter 
147 

Response 

 

Francisco Mendoza 
Undated 

 

147-1 The commenter would like to know if the proposed project would increase the amount of time it 
would take for the SJVAB to attain air quality standards. Post-mitigation, the project would not 
be anticipated to substantially conflict with air quality attainment planning efforts in the SJVAB. 
Thus, the project itself would not contribute a delay in attainment of air quality standards.  

The commenter would also like to know why a one-time fee payment would be sufficient 
mitigation. SJVAPCD’s ISR program has calculated the cost to offset criteria air pollutants and 
precursors in the SJVAB. Implementation of an offset project using ISR funds results in 
operational emissions offsets. For example, if some portion of the project’s fees remitted to 
SJVAPCD were used to repower an engine in a piece of off-road mobile equipment to make that 
piece of equipment lower-emitting, the offset would exist for the life of that engine. The lifetime 
or “permanence” of the offset project implemented with ISR funds is taken into account in 
SJVAPCD’s cost per ton of pollutant offset. 

147-2 The commenter expresses concern the jobs will not go to local residents. Please see Responses to 
Comments 29-19 and 92-4, which address this issue. 
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Letter 
148 

Response 

 

Javier Mendoza 
Undated 

 

148-1 The commenter states that hybrid diesel trucks are used at the Wal-Mart’s distribution center in 
Apple Valley, CA but no such requirement is included in the DEIR. This is not a comment about 
the adequacy of the DEIR. It shall be noted, nonetheless, that Mitigation Measure 4.2-2d includes 
the following requirement, where feasible: 

► Purchase and operate electric or hybrid-powered yard tractors (e.g., Volk-brand tractors) to 
serve as “yard trucks” that move trailers to and from the trailer yard and loading docks.  

Impact 4.2-2 in the DEIR discusses operational emissions, including emissions from on-site yard 
trucks and long-haul truck trips. Mitigation Measures 4.2-2a, 4.2-2b, 4.2-2c, and 4.2-2e will 
ensure that operational emissions would be reduced to a less-than-significant level, as discussed 
on pages 4.2-41 and 4.2-22 of the DEIR. 
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Letter 
149 

Response 

 

John Meyer 
March 16, 2009 

 

149-1 The commenter asks if the proposed distribution center would become “another link into the 
micro-grid.” Although the commenter attached a presentation related to energy demand, which 
includes some discussion of micro-grids, the commenter is unclear how the project  could become 
such a link, or what kind of environmental effects relate to micro-grids.  Section 4.12 of the DEIR 
“Utilities and Public Services” addresses impacts related to the energy supply. For additional 
information, please see Response to Comment 121B-1. Because the commenter raises no specific 
environmental concerns with respect to micro-grids, no addition response can be provided. 
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Letter 
150 

Response 

 

Kara Middlebrooks 
April 27, 2009 

 

150-1 The comment suggests that the proposed project is not compatible with land uses in the vicinity, 
including existing and planned residences and schools. The suggested incompatibility is based on 
environmental issues, such as traffic, noise, air quality, and aesthetics (night lighting). The Draft 
EIR analyzes these environmental issues under sections 4.2 “Air Quality,” 4.8 “Noise,”4.11 
“Traffic and Transportation,” and 4.13-1 “Visual Resources.” The conclusions in the Draft EIR 
do not suggest a land use incompatibility, although the Draft EIR does identify several significant 
environmental impacts that cannot be reduced to a less-than-significant level (See Draft EIR 
Section 6.4 for more information regarding the unavoidable significant impacts). These 
significant environmental effects are not unique to industrial development and would not likely 
be avoided by placement of a different industry on the site (as recommended by the commenter), 
or other urban development of a similar scale. In addition, the project site was analyzed for 
industrial uses under the 1997 General Plan Update EIR. The comment does not raise issues with 
the adequacy of the Draft EIR. 

150-2 The commenter questions why the new distribution center needs to be built in Merced, and why 
other potential new distribution centers and retail stores are not considered in the DEIR. The 
proposed project, a Wal-Mart regional distribution center, is the whole of the action that is under 
consideration, and is not a segmented part of a larger project. As described on page 3-4 of the 
DEIR, the project applicant conducted an extensive siting study that resulted in selection of the 
site for the proposed project. The site was selected for multiple reasons as described on pages 3-4 
and 3-11 of the DEIR.   Also see Master Response 12: Alternatives.  

As described on page 1-1 of the DEIR, Section 15378 of the CEQA Guidelines defines a 
“project” as the whole of an action, which has the potential to result in either a direct physical 
change in the environment or a reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the 
environment. The term “project” refers to the activity that is being considered for approval and 
that may be subject to several discretionary approvals by governmental agencies. As defined in 
Section 3.1, “Project Overview,” of the DEIR (see page 3-1), the proposed project is a regional 
distribution center located on 230 acres in the City of Merced. The City of Merced is the lead 
agency with primary authority for approval of the project. 

The commenter implies that Wal-Mart may potentially expand operations in California in the 
future, and propose new distribution centers and/or retail stores. Under CEQA, such new 
distribution centers or retail stores would be considered separate projects from the proposed 
project, and are not considered in the DEIR because proposed new distribution centers or retail 
stores are not reasonably foreseeable, and such projects are considered speculative. Furthermore, 
the commenter has not provided any evidence to demonstrate how development of the proposed 
project is linked to development of any other Wal-Mart project. Please see Master Response 1: 
Growth Inducement and Expansion for more information. 

The commenter also raises the issue of cumulative impacts. The project’s cumulative impacts 
were evaluated consistent with the requirements of CEQA in Chapter 6, “Cumulative and Growth 
Inducing Impacts,” of the DEIR. As described therein, the project’s cumulative impacts for a 
variety of environmental topic areas are analyzed (see page 6-2). The commenter does not 
provide any specific disagreements with the analysis provided in the DEIR; therefore, no further 
response can be provided.  
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150-3 The commenter raises concerns about the aesthetic impact of the proposed project, as well as 
potential traffic impacts. Please see response to comment 58-2 regarding the project’s aesthetic 
and visual impacts. The commenter does not offer any evidence on how the project would result 
in significant aesthetic impacts, and does not raise any issues with the environmental analysis 
provided in the DEIR; therefore, no further response can be provided. The comment is noted for 
consideration by the City during review and approval of the project.  

Regarding the project’s potential traffic impacts, please refer to response to comment 29-22. The 
commenter does not provide and specific disagreements with the analysis provided in the DEIR; 
therefore, no further response can be provided. Please also see Response to Comment 137-1. 
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Letter 
151A-C 

Response 

 Carlos G. Miramontes 
 151A–April 19, 2009  151B–April 23, 2009 
 151C–April 2, 2009 

 

151A-1 The commenter asserts that the data in the air quality analysis from 2007 is old. This is 
interpreted to apply to the ambient air quality monitoring data presented in Table 4.2-2 on page 
4.2-7 of the DEIR. At the time of writing, 2007 data was the most recent data available. Since the 
time the DEIR was released, 2008 data has become available and is presented in Section 4.4 of 
the FEIR. However, the availability of 2008 data does not affect the air quality analysis in the 
DEIR or any of the impact conclusions presented therein. 

151A-2 The comment does not raise issues with the adequacy of the DEIR. The comment is noted. 

151A-3 This comment appears to misunderstand footnote 2 of Table 4.2-2 on page 4.2-7 of the DEIR. 
ARB collects air quality measurements every six days, and extrapolates the data in order to 
calculate the estimated number of air quality violations that would occur as though measurements 
were recorded every day. This is ARB’s standard way of measuring ambient air quality data on 
which attainment designations for criteria air pollutants are based. These measurements were not 
recorded specifically for this project, but, rather, this existing data set was used to characterize the 
ambient air quality in the project area, because it is considered representative of the project area. 

151B-1 The commenter indicates disagreement with the perceived negative impact to health. The DEIR 
addresses impacts related to air quality in Section 4.2. The commenter does not raise issues with 
the adequacy of the DEIR. 

151C-1 This comment raises issues related to language barrier and translation of CEQA documents. 
Please refer to Master Response 2: Language Barrier and Public Review Period, which addresses 
these issues. 
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Letter 
152 

Response 

 

Rebecca B. Miramontes 
April 19, 2009 

 

152-1 Please see response to comments 30-D and 108-1. Information on detailed modeling input 
parameters, including the SJVAPCD-Recommended Construction Fleet spreadsheet is included in 
Appendix C to the DEIR, as stated on Page 4.2-29. The analysis of construction-generated GHG 
and other emissions is based on the best available information at the time of the analysis.   This is 
an evolving issue, and will continue to evolve substantially as air districts establish methods and 
thresholds.   



________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Merced Wal-Mart Distribution Center FEIR 
City of Merced

 
 
3.153-1

                                                                          
                                                                                            EDAW 
                Comments and Responses to Comments on the DEIR

laneg
Rectangle

laneg
Rectangle

GiffinA
Text Box
153-1

laneg
Line



EDAW  Merced Wal-Mart Distribution Center FEIR 
Comments and Responses to Comments on the DEIR 3.153-2 City of Merced 

Letter 
153 

Response 

 

Clinton Moore 
April 16, 2009 

 

153-1 The comment addresses the merits of the proposed project and does not raise environmental 
issues or any issues regarding the adequacy of the Draft EIR. The comment is noted. 
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Letter 
154 

Response 

 

LaDonna S. Moore 
Undated 

 

154-1 This comment raises issues related to language barrier and translation of CEQA documents. 
Please refer to Master Response 2: Language Barrier and Public Review Period, which addresses 
these issues. 
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Letter 
155 

Response 

 Mr. Mundez 
Chuck Morgan 
Phone Message 

 

155-1 This phone message raises issues related to adequacy of the public review period of the Draft 
EIR. The City required written comments be submitted and is not required to respond to voice 
messages. However, the following response is provided: please refer to Master Response 2: 
Language Barrier and Public Review Period, which addresses this issue. 

155-2 The phone message addresses the merits of the proposed project and does not raise environmental 
issues or any issues regarding the adequacy of the Draft EIR. It should be noted that the City 
required written comments be submitted and is not required to respond to voice messages. The 
comment is noted. 
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Letter 
156 

Response 

 

Thomas J. Mann 
April 14, 2009 

 

156-1 The commenter recommends the proposed project be LEED Platinum certified. Mitigation 
measures proposed for impacts 4.2-2 and 4.2-6 contain many energy efficiency and emissions 
reduction components similar to the types of criteria used in LEED certification. However, it 
would be financially prohibitive to construct the project to meet LEED Platinum certification 
requirements, and would make this suggestion economically infeasible. In addition, Mitigation 
Measures 4.2-2a through 4.2-2e would reduce Impact 4.2-2 to a less-than-significant level. 

156-2 The commenter recommends the proposed project be LEED Platinum certified. Mitigation 
measures proposed for impacts 4.2-2 and 4.2-6 contain many energy efficiency and emissions 
reduction components similar to the types of criteria used in LEED certification. However, it 
would be financially prohibitive to construct the project to meet LEED Platinum certification 
requirements, and would make this suggestion economically infeasible. In addition, Mitigation 
Measures 4.2-2a through 4.2-2e would reduce Impact 4.2-2 to a less-than-significant level. 
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Letter 
157 

Response 

 

XXXXX L. Mull 
April 1, 2009 

 

157-1 Please refer to Comment 86-1 regarding odors. The comment does not raise issues with the 
adequacy of the DEIR. The comment is noted. Please refer to Comments 86-2 regarding the ideal 
of collecting TAC samples on the project site. 



________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Merced Wal-Mart Distribution Center FEIR 
City of Merced

 
 
3.158-1

                                                                          
                                                                                            EDAW 
                Comments and Responses to Comments on the DEIR

laneg
Rectangle

laneg
Rectangle

GiffinA
Text Box
158-1

laneg
Line

laneg
Line

GiffinA
Text Box
158-2



EDAW  Merced Wal-Mart Distribution Center FEIR 
Comments and Responses to Comments on the DEIR 3.158-2 City of Merced 

Letter 
158 

Response 

 Mr. Mundez 
Chuck Morgan 
Phone Message 

 

158-1 This letter is a duplicate of Letter 155. See Response to Comment 155-1. 

158-2 This letter is a duplicate of Letter 155.  See Response to Comment 155-2. 
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Letter 
159 

Response 

 

Maria Munquia 
Undated 

 

159-1 The commenter indicates that the DEIR does not evaluate urban decay impacts and expresses 
concern related to decrease in property values resulting from project-related increase in truck 
traffic. Project effects on property values alone do not constitute environmental impacts and 
therefore are not required to be analyzed under CEQA. However, urban decay resulting from such 
socioeconomic effects may be considered an impact to the environment. Please see Master 
Response 11: Economics and Urban Decay, which addresses this issue. 
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Letter 
160 

Response 

 

Ed Murphy 
April 3, 2009 

 

160-1 The comment addresses the merits of the proposed project, recommends approval, and does not 
raise environmental issues or any issues regarding the adequacy of the Draft EIR. The comment is 
noted. 
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Letter 
161 

Response 

 

Maes H. Nash 
March 13, 2009 

 

161-1 The comment addresses the merits of the proposed project, recommends approval, and dismisses 
environmental issues. The comment does not raise any issues regarding the adequacy of the Draft 
EIR. The comment is noted. 
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Letter 
162 

Response 

 

Ernie Ochoa 
March 25, 2009 

 

162-1 The comment addresses the merits of the proposed project and recommends approval. The 
comment does not raise any issues regarding the adequacy of the Draft EIR. The comment is 
noted. 
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Letter 
163 

Response 

 

Jean Okuye 
April 20, 2009 

 

163-1 The commenter raises issues related to parked trucks. Please refer the Master Response 6: Trucks 
and the Transportation Analysis regarding truck trips and analysis. The DEIR analyzed the 
potential impacts of tricks associated with the proposed project. The comment regarding trucks 
parked in Merced County and the entire Central Valley is noted. 

163-2 The commenter expresses concern about health issues, including asthma, caused by poor air 
quality and emissions generated by trucks.  Please refer to the Master Response 13 regarding the 
commenter’s concern about project-generated emissions of air pollutants and the public health 
concerns (including asthma). Please refer to the response to comment 17-12, which discusses how 
the relative locations of nearby residences and schools were analyzed in the traffic analysis. The 
comment does not raise issues with the adequacy of the DEIR. The comment is noted. 

163-3 The commenter suggests that a study should be performed to identify the number of Wal-Mart 
trucks versus other trucks. A study is not necessary. It is anticipated that 40% of the trucks 
associated with the proposed distribution center would be Wal-Mart trucks and the remainder 
would be other trucks. The comment does not raise issues regarding the adequacy of the DEIR. 
The comment is noted. 
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Letter 
164 

Response 

 

Tom Olejniczak 
April 17, 2009 

 

164-1 The commenter believes that one component of mitigation measure 4.2-2c (vanpooling) would be 
ineffective and would not be used by the employees. The commenter provides no reasoning to 
support this belief, however. This measure has been moved to the list of Additional Measures to 
Reduce Employee Commute Trips and Associated Mobile-source Emissions under Mitigation 
Measure 4.2-2b, which may be implemented if determined to be feasible by the City and the 
applicant. 

164-2 The commenter would like to know if criminal background checks would be required of vanpool 
drivers. This is not specified in Mitigation Measure 4.2-2b in the DEIR because this would have 
no effect in mobile-source emissions. This is not an environmental issue and is therefore not 
required to be considered under CEQA. 
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Letter 
165 

Response 

 

Heather Oliver 
Undated 

 

165-1 The commenter indicates that the DEIR does not evaluate urban decay impacts and suggests that 
the CEQA requires such an analysis. Project effects on property values alone do not constitute 
environmental impacts and therefore are not required to be analyzed under CEQA. However, 
urban decay resulting from such socioeconomic effects may be considered an impact to the 
environment. Please see Master Response 11: Economics and Urban Decay, which addresses this 
issue. 
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Letter 
166 

Response 

 

Kenneth W. Olsen 
April 17, 2009 

 

166-1 The comment addresses the merits of the proposed project, recommends approval, and does not 
raise environmental issues or any issues regarding the adequacy of the Draft EIR. The comment is 
noted. 
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Letter 
167 

Response 

 

Linda M. Olsen 
April 17, 2009 

 

167-1 The comment addresses the merits of the proposed project, recommends approval, and does not 
raise environmental issues or any issues regarding the adequacy of the Draft EIR. The comment is 
noted. 
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Letter 
168 

Response 

 

Claire Osborne 
March 26, 2009 

 

168-1 The commenter raises issues related to conflicts between school-related pedestrians/traffic and 
heavy truck traffic. The issue of truck trips near schools was analyzed in Section 4.11 of the 
DEIR and Mitigation Measures 4.11-2b and 4.11-4 specifically address the issue of trucks and 
schools. These mitigation measures reduce the impact to a less-than-significant level. Additional 
mitigation measures are not necessary. The comment does not raise issues regarding the adequacy 
of the DEIR. The comment is noted. 
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Letter 
169 

Response 

 

Josh Osborne 
April 5, 2009 

 

169-1 Please refer to Master Response 13 regarding air quality-related public health concerns. The 
comment does not raise issues with the adequacy of the DEIR. The comment is noted. 

169-2 The commenter suggests that the project be located on a more remote site to avoid impacts to 
neighborhoods. Please see Response to Comment 94-3, which addresses this issue. The comment 
does not raise issues with the adequacy of the DEIR. The commenter’s question is noted. 
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Letter 
170 

Response 

 

Mark Osborne 
April 27, 2009 

 

170-1 Please refer to Master Response 13 regarding air quality-related public health concerns. The 
comment does not raise issues with the adequacy of the DEIR. The comment is noted. 
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Letter 
171 

Response 

 

Guanchen Pan 
Undated 

 

171-1 The commenter suggests an alternate truck route. The designated truck routes for WalMart 
Distribution Center trucks, whether STAA routes or other routes approved by the City of Merced, 
would be defined as per Mitigation Measure 4-11-2b (a, b and c) as stated in the DEIR.  If the 
routes under Mitigation Measure 4-11-2b (c) are not deemed appropriate by the City of Merced, 
then they wouldn’t be included in the traffic safety assurance plan noted in Mitigation Measure 4-
11-2b (a). No changes to the DEIR are necessary. 
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Letter 
172A-B 

Response 

 Oscar F. Pastrana 
Oscar F. Pastrana 

 172A–Undated 
 172B–April 11, 2009 

 

172A-1 The comment recommends that the DEIR include analysis of various transportation alternatives. 
To be conservative, the DEIR transportation analysis assumed a worst case scenario, in that 
employees would drive to the site and park.  The assumptions regarding mode choice and 
potential affect to pedestrian, bicycle and transit operations are described in more detail on page 
4.11-4 and in the Traffic Impact Analysis report in Appendix E of the DEIR. 

172B-1 Please refer to Master Response 13 regarding air quality-related public health concerns. Please 
refer to the response to comment 16-8 which discusses how the schools were included in the 
HRA performed for the project.  The comment does not raise issues with the adequacy of the 
DEIR. The comment is noted. 
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Letter 
173A–D 
Response 

 Marilynne Pereira 
 173A–April 27, 2009  173B–Undated 
 173C–Undated  173D–Undated 

 

173A-1 The commenter addresses the merits of the project and does not raise environmental issues or 
issues with the adequacy of the DEIR. The comment is noted. 

173A-2 The commenter describes a general lack of concern with the existing distribution centers in the 
vicinity, but considers the proposed project in a different category because of its larger size. The 
commenter indicates the project would result in impacts, but offers no specifics. With no 
additional information, no further response can be provided. The comment is noted. 

173A-3 The commenter states that approximately half of the truck trips generated by the proposed project 
would be by independent trucks not owned by Wal-Mart. Please refer to response to comment 12-
5.  

The commenter also states that the traffic analysis in the DEIR assumes that trucks arriving to or 
departing the proposed distribution center would use Campus Parkway to travel between the 
project site and Highway 99 and, in reality, the commenter suggests, many truck drivers would 
head into town to visit restaurants and other amenities. As stated on page 4.11-21 of the DEIR, 
“the direction of approach and departure for project trips of the proposed Wal-Mart Distribution 
Center were estimated based on regional distribution of residences in Merced County and around 
the study area. Based on prevailing traffic patterns, roadway capacity, and consultation with the 
City of Merced and Wal-Mart Stores, Inc., SR 99, SR 140 and SR 152 were designated as the 
major routes that would service the proposed project site.” The next paragraph on the same page 
states “The project truck trips having their origins or destinations on SR 99 and SR 152 (90% of 
the truck trips) would be assumed to access the project site via the Mission interchange and 
Campus Parkway. The other 10% of truck trips from and to SR 140 West would be assumed to 
continue on SR 140 and use Tower Road. Also the City has designated truck routes (per Chapter 
10.40.010 of the City of Merced Municipal Code).” Furthermore, please refer to Mitigation 
Measure 4.11-2b in the DEIR, which requires the applicant to develop and implement a truck 
route plan, which would restrict truck traffic to certain streets. 

173A-4 The commenter feels that the proposed project lighting cannot be contained and will create a 
daylight effect all night long every seven days a week, resulting in increased noise and lighting 
impacts. Please refer to response to comment 29-3 regarding the project’s lighting impacts. 
Potential noise impacts of the project related to both mobile and stationary sources are fully 
described in Section 4.8 of the DEIR. The commenter does not provide any specific 
disagreements with the analysis provided in the DEIR; therefore, no further response can be 
provided. 

The comment also states that truck yard loudspeaker announcements are not addressed in the 
EIR. Please see Response to Comment 29-2. With regard to nighttime noise, the noise analysis 
presented under Impact 4.8-2 of the DEIR discusses the impact of on-site stationary and area-
source noise associated with project operations. The analysis of maximum noise levels (i.e., 
Lmax) generated by on-site activities is not a function of background noise levels in the 
community. In addition the analysis of the Land Use Compatibility of Proposed Project discussed 
in Impact 4.8-6 uses the Day-Night noise level metric, which is a 24-hour noise metric that 
incorporates a 10 dBA “penalty” for noise events that occur during the noise-sensitive hours 
between 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. This metric id explained on page 4.8-4 of the DEIR. 
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173A-5 The comment asks questions regarding the specifics of the jobs that would be offered at the 
proposed distribution center. Specific information related to the jobs, such as specific benefits and 
specific skills required, do not inform the environmental analysis. These questions raise only non-
environmental issues, and CEQA does not require that such issues be analyzed in the Draft EIR. 
The comment is noted. 

173A-6 The commenter raises issues primarily associated with surface water quality and ground water 
quality. These issues are addressed in the DEIR under Section 4.6 “Hydrology and Water 
Quality.” Please also refer to Master Responses 8 and 9. The comment does not raise issues 
related to the adequacy of the DEIR.  The commenter also alludes to an increase in heat in the 
vicinity of the proposed facility. Please see Responses to Comments 75G-2 and 96B-28, which 
address issues related to “heat island” effect. 

173A-7 The commenter suggests that the project be located on a more remote site to avoid impacts to 
neighborhoods. Please see Response to Comment 94-3, which addresses this issue. 

173B-1 The comment recommends that the DEIR include analysis of various transportation alternatives. 
To be conservative, the DEIR transportation analysis assumed a worst case scenario, in that 
employees would drive to the site and park.  The assumptions regarding mode choice and 
potential affect to pedestrian, bicycle and transit operations are described in more detail on page 
4.11-4 and in the Traffic Impact Analysis report in Appendix E of the DEIR. 

173C-1 The commenter questions why a thorough landscaping plan is not available from Wal-Mart at this 
time, and is concerned about water consumption issues. Please refer to response to comment 
121C-1 regarding landscaping, water consumption, and water supply. The commenter does not 
provide any specific disagreements with the analysis provided in the DEIR; therefore, no further 
response can be provided.   

173C-2 The commenter requests that a significant number of trees be preserved or placed on the site to 
limit bad views that people will see from the road. Please see responses to comments 121C-2 and 
75G-3 regarding visual resources impacts and related mitigation. The commenter does not 
provide any specific disagreements with the analysis provided in the DEIR; therefore, no further 
response can be provided. This comment is noted for the City’s consideration during review and 
approval of the project. No further response is necessary.   

173D-1 The comment states that the EIR should state how many trucks would be accessing the 
distribution center per minute and that the EIR should account for the employee’s vehicle trips 
into the distribution center. Please see Response to Comment 126A-1,2,3. 
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Letter 
174 

Response 

 

Alfa G. Perez 
Undated 

 

174-1 The commenter would like to know how many trucks would be idling at the proposed project site 
during a 24 hour period. According to the traffic analysis prepared for the project, the project 
would experience approximately 643 trucks per day (365 incoming trucks and 278 outbound 
trucks). None of these trucks would be permitted to idle for more than 5 minutes as required by 
law. Please also refer to the response to comment 108-1. 
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Letter 
175A-D 

Response 

 Peggy Perkins 
 175A–Undated  175B–April 26, 2009 
 175C–April 27, 2009  175D–March 24, 2009 

 

175A-1 The commenter indicates that the DEIR does not evaluate urban decay impacts and suggests that 
the project-related increase in truck traffic will decrease property values. Project effects on 
property values alone do not constitute environmental impacts and therefore are not required to be 
analyzed under CEQA. However, urban decay resulting from such socioeconomic effects may be 
considered an impact to the environment. Please see Master Response 11: Economics and Urban 
Decay, which addresses this issue. 

175B-1 The comment indicates that the DEIR does not evaluate urban decay impacts. Please see Master 
Response 11: Economics and Urban Decay, which addresses this issue. 

175B-2 A more detailed explanation of Mitigation Measure 4.6-2 was requested via a Technical 
Appendix. The final drainage plan has not been produced, but all of the technical references cited 
in 4.6 “Hydrology and Water Quality” are part of the Administrative Record and accessible. Also 
see Master Response 7: Detention Basins and Drainage which addresses comments pertaining to 
stormwater volume. See Master Response 8: Runoff Water Quality which addresses comments 
related to stormwater facility effectiveness.  

175C-1 The commenter makes reference to a website for studies related to past and ongoing 
environmental issues over which Wal-Mart has been litigated. Comment noted. 

175D-1 The commenter interprets the DEIR’s Alternatives section as implying that other communities 
have rejected Wal-Mart, and the commenter urges the decision makers to do the same. The 
commenter does not raise issues with the adequacy of the Draft EIR. 
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Letter 
176 

Response 

 

Betty Phillips 
Undated 

 

176-1 The commenter raises concern related to the party responsible for financing roadway 
improvements. The City of Merced is responsible for execution of a Mitigation and Monitoring 
Program, which outlines the responsible party and timing of all mitigation measures.  Costs to be 
paid by Wal-Mart are outlined in the Mitigation and Monitoring Program. The comment does not 
raise issues with the adequacy of the DEIR. 

176-2 The comment suggests that placement of the proposed project in west of SR 99. Three off-site 
alternatives were evaluated in the Draft EIR (See DEIR Section 5 “Alternatives to the Proposed 
Project.” Alternative Sites #2 and #3 are located west of SR 99.  As indicated in Table 5-8, the 
impacts associated with Alternative Sites #2 and #3 are generally greater than those resulting 
from the proposed project. The commenter also raises the possibility of an alternative site north of 
Merced, suggesting avoidance of prime farmland. The Draft EIR did not evaluate an alternative 
site north of Merced; however, the Draft EIR evaluates a reasonable range of Alternatives, 
including three alternative sites. Nothing more is required under CEQA. For more discussion 
related to project alternatives, see Master Response 12: Alternatives. The commenter does not 
raise issues regarding the adequacy of the Draft EIR’s analysis. 
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Letter 
177 

Response 

 

Joan Porter 
Undated 

 

177-1 The commenter generally comments on flooding concerns due to the increase in impervious 
surfaces. The story regarding flooding in the town of Alviso is provided as reference. Section 4.6 
“Hydrology and Water Quality” presents analyses of pre- and post-development conditions and 
Mitigation Measure 4.6-2 addresses both volume and quality of stormwater runoff from proposed 
impervious surfaces. The final design specifications would be required to demonstrate to the City 
and MID that runoff generated as a result of the project would be properly contained and 
conveyed. 
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Letter 
178 

Response 

 

Maria Pulido 
April 20, 2009 

 

178-1 The commenter questions the applicability of the source of data referenced for determining the 
relative likelihood of naturally occurring asbestos (NOA) on the project site because the source is 
nine years old. This source of data is from the California Department of Mines and Geology, a 
reputable and recognized expert source on the subject. No more recent data or evidence has been 
made available (and none was recommended by the commenter) that contradicts the information 
contained in Churchill and Hill 2000. The comment does not raise issues with the adequacy of the 
DEIR. The comment is noted. 
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Letter 
179 

Response 

 

Laura Angelica Ramirez 
Undated 

 

179-1 The commenter addresses several environmental issues, but focuses primarily on air quality, 
water quality, and traffic safety. Regarding air quality the commenter suggests that a health risk 
assessment be prepared to evaluate cancer risk. It should be noted that a health risk assessment 
was prepared specifically for the project, and the analysis of cancer risk was discussed in the 
DEIR under Impact 4.2 “Exposure of Sensitive Receptors to Emissions of Toxic Air 
Contaminants” (See DEIR p. 4.2-41). Project-related impacts to water quality are also discussed 
in the DEIR under Section 4.6 “Hydrology and Water Quality.” Traffic and pedestrian safety is 
discussed under Impact 4.11-2 “Design Feature Hazards, Vehicle Stacking, and Parking 
Capacity” and Impact 4.11-5 “Transit, Pedestrian, and Bicycle Impacts.” Both impact discussions 
conclude that the proposed project would result in significant impacts, and mitigation measures 
are included to reduce these impacts to a less-than-significant level. Mitigation measures include 
development of a construction truck safety plan, development of a truck route plan, and an update 
to the Safe Routes to School Plan. 
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Letter 
180 

Response 

 

Yonathan Ramirez 
March 10, 2009 

 

180-1 This comment raises issues related to adequacy of the public review period of the Draft EIR. 
Please refer to Master Response 2: Language Barrier and Public Review Period, which addresses 
this issue. 
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Letter 
181 

Response 

 

Maria E. (Alvarez) Ramos 
March 30, 2009 

 

181-1 The commenter states that industrial processing contributes the highest amount of PM2.5 in Table 
4.2-1. This is incorrect. Please see page 4.2-5 of the DEIR, which states that area wide sources are 
the largest contributor of PM2.5 emissions in Merced County. Further, the commenter would like 
to know what the City would require of the project applicant to reduce the project’s contribution 
of PM2.5 emissions. Please see mitigation measures 4.2-1 (pages 4.2-31 through 4.2-35) and 4.2-
2 (pages 4.2-38 through 4.2-41) of the DEIR regarding measures required of the project applicant 
to reduce emissions of criteria air pollutants, including PM2.5. 
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Letter 
182A-C 

Response 

 Carmensol Rehbein 
 182A–April 26, 2009  182B–April 23, 2009 
 182C–April 23, 2009 

 

182A-1 This is a comment expressing opposition to the project and does not pertain to the adequacy of 
the DEIR. 

182B-1 The commenter raises concern that the DEIR does not address the impacts to city streets and 
schools, suggesting that the increase in truck traffic will have significant impacts on the condition 
of Merced streets. The commenter indicates that Wal-Mart should pay for the maintenance of 
roadways that will be impacted by increased truck traffic. The DEIR under Section 4.12.1 
“Environmental Setting” discusses potential impacts to schools. As described on page 4.12.7 of 
the DEIR, schools would not be impacted by the proposed project as the proposed project is 
expected to hire from the existing community and would generate little in-migration. In addition, 
the City of Merced, in accordance with state law, requires new industrial uses to pay school 
impact fees to offset any possible impacts to school facilities. It should also be noted that the City 
will require Wal-Mart to pay approximately $4.2 million in impact fees for public services (based 
on 2009 fee levels; see Response to Comment 16-5).  

Regarding road maintenance, the City of Merced is responsible for maintaining roads and other 
public infrastructure within the city limits (Merced County or a maintenance district is typically 
responsible for maintaining such facilities outside the City limits), and the financing of the 
maintenance is not an environmental issue. The proposed project is consistent with the General 
Plan land use designation and zoning for the site; therefore, the proposed project would not result 
in the development of a land use that would increase wear and tear on local roadways such that 
maintenance would be required beyond the level anticipated for General Plan buildout. Any 
issues related to poor maintenance of roadways would not be a result of the proposed project, but 
an issue that should be discussed with City (or county) officials, who are responsible for roadway 
maintenance. Please see Response to Comment 96B-5 for more information. It should also be 
noted that funding for roadway maintenance comes from a variety of sources including Measure 
C, and state and federal sources. 

182B-2 The comment raises various environmental issues, including air quality, noise, water quality, and 
aesthetics (night lighting). The Draft EIR analyzes these environmental issues under sections 4.2 
“Air Quality,” 4.8 “Noise,”4.6 “Hydrology and Water Quality,” and 4.13-1 “Visual Resources” 
(for night lighting). However, the commenter does not raise issues related to the adequacy of the 
Draft EIR. The comment is noted. 

182B-3 The commenter raises issues related to urban decay. Please see Master Response 11: Economics 
and Urban Decay, which addresses this issue. 

182C-1 The comment asks questions related to employment, including number of full-time versus part-
time positions, hiring priority for Merced residents, new stores spawned from the development of 
the proposed project. Regarding full-time versus part-time positions, Table 3-2 in the Draft EIR 
identifies the number of employees per shift for all 1,200 employees. As indicated by the table, 
each shift represents at least 40 hours; therefore, all employees would be full-time. Regarding 
hiring priority for Merced residents, please see Response to Comment 92-4. Regarding new stores 
spawned from the proposed project, please see Master Response 1:  Growth Inducement and 
Expansion. The comment does not raise issues regarding the adequacy of the Draft EIR’s 
analysis. 



Merced Wal-Mart Distribution Center FEIR  EDAW 
City of Merced 3.182-5 Comments and Responses to Comments on the DEIR 

182C-2 The commenter states that an economic impact analysis of the project should have been 
conducted and that failure to add economic analysis to the DEIR makes the document incomplete.  
The commenter states that economic impacts and environmental issues are related and cites some 
general examples. Please refer to Response to Comment 12-14 and Master Response 11: 
Economics and Urban Decay for discussion related to economic impacts and CEQA. 
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Letter 
183A-B 

Response 

 

Mauricio Rehbein 
 183A–April 23, 2009  183B–Undated 

 

183A-1 The comment states that the truck noise is a concern of residents. Truck noise resulting from 
project implementation is discussed in Impacts 4.8-2, 3, and 4. 

183B-1 The commenter states opposition to the project and concern that the facility will create health 
impacts for the community from increased daily traffic from employees and daily warehouse 
trucks trips.  The commenter states that the EIR does not specify costs of the project and 
specifically refers to Impact 4.9-1 and the costs associated with new infrastructure.  The 
commenter asks who will pay for infrastructure costs and what percentage will be paid by 
taxpayers. 

Please refer to Section 4.2, ‘Air Quality’, of the DEIR for analysis of health impacts related to air 
quality.  Regarding the comment on costs associated with infrastructure discussed in Impact 4.9-
1, the impact states that existing infrastructure would have the ability to serve the other 
development in the vicinity of the project site and that no new major infrastructure is required to 
serve the project.   The project proponent would be responsible for paying sewer and water 
connection charges when the proposed project connects to the City’s sewer and water system (see 
Section 4.12, Utilities and Public Services, Impact 4.12-2). Payment of these fees would ensure 
the project proponent pays for its fair share of the cost of sewer and water infrastructure and 
WWTP services.  For a general discussion of economic impacts and how they relate to CEQA, 
please refer to Response to Comment 12-14.   
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Letter 
184 

Response 

 

Graciela Ray 
March 9, 2009 

 

184-1 The comment addresses the merits of the proposed project and raises a property tax and 
maintenance issue not related to the proposed project. The comment does not raise environmental 
issues or any issues regarding the adequacy of the Draft EIR. The comment is noted. 
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Letter 
185 

Response 

 Maria Pineda 
March 9, 2009 
Phone Message 

 

185-1 This comment raises issues related to adequacy of the public review period of the Draft EIR. The 
City required written comments be submitted and is not required to respond to voice messages. 
However, the following response is provided: please refer to Master Response 2: Language 
Barrier and Public Review Period, which addresses this issue. 
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Letter 
186 

Response 

 

Tammy Rodriguez 
April 18, 2009 

 

186-1 This comment has been addressed in the form of text changes to the air quality section (Section 
4.2) of the DEIR. 
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Letter 
187 

Response 

 

Gabriel D. Rosales 
April 16, 2009 

 

187-1 Please see response to the response comment 174-1 regarding average daily truck traffic. Please 
refer to the response to comment 30D-1 regarding construction equipment. 
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