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City of Merced 3.188-41 Comments and Responses to Comments on the DEIR 

Letter 
188 

Response 

 

Lisa M. Rosales 
April 16, 2009 

 

188-1 The commenter expresses concerns about the analysis of construction-generated emissions. 
Please see response to comments 30-D and 108-1. Information on detailed modeling input 
parameters, including the SJVAPCD-Recommended Construction Fleet spreadsheet is included in 
Appendix C to the DEIR, as stated on Page 4.2-29.  

The commenter also recommends that the analysis of construction-generated emissions in the 
DEIR rely on information in a source called “Digging Up Trouble – The Health Risks of 
Construction Pollution in California, 2006” and attached a copy. The commenter suggests that the 
DEIR “implement the safety steps residents can take in protecting themselves from harmful 
construction equipment highlighted on page 32 of the study.” The study attached to the comment 
does not include a page 32 as it is less than 32 pages long. It is assumed that the commenter is 
referring to page 24 of the study. While the City can require mitigation measures on a project to 
reduce its impact, the City cannot impose mitigation measures on residents. The health risks 
associated with project construction are discussed under Impact 4.2-4 on page 4.2-43 of the 
DEIR. The analysis concluded that the incremental increase in health risk levels, including cancer 
risk and noncancer chronic risk, would not exceed applicable thresholds at nearby sensitive 
receptors and, as a result, this impact would be less than significant and no mitigation is required. 
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Letter 
189 

Response 

 

Vincent G. Rosales 
March 28, 2009 

 

189-1 The commenter expresses concern about the proposed project’s contribution to acid rain in the 
SJVAB. Rain is naturally acidic (i.e., with normal pH of approximately 5.0-5.6) due to 
dissolution of CO2, a prevalent gas in the atmosphere, into rain droplets forming carbonic acid. 
When pH of rain approaches values below 5.0, then acid rain is considered to be an 
environmental problem. Acid rain is not a major concern in the Central Valley, and annual 
average pH of rain in California is greater than 5.5 (Ahrens 2003). Acid rain is primarily formed 
through dissolution of sulfur oxides or oxides of nitrogen into water droplets. Sulfur oxides are 
most often associated with large industrial sources, such as coal-fired power plants, which are 
more common in the northeastern United States. The northeastern United States is where most of 
the country’s acid rain problems occur. The proposed project would not result in appreciable 
emissions of sulfur-containing compounds (such as sulfur dioxide [SO2]). The project would 
result in emissions of oxides of nitrogen; however, since the central valley experiences low 
annual rainfall, the project would not substantially contribute to conditions that would result in 
acid rain. 
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Letter 
190 

Response 

 

Saan Saechao 
April 24, 2009 

 

190-1 The commenter generally addresses the merits of the project, although a couple of environmental 
issues are briefly mentioned, including traffic and air quality. The DEIR analyzes project-related 
impacts to traffic in Section 4.11 “Traffic and Transportation” and air quality in Section 4.2 “Air 
Quality.” The commenter does not raise issues related to the adequacy of the DEIR’s analysis. 
The comment is noted. 
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Letter 
191 

Response 

 

Anna M. Sanchez 
April 16, 2009 

 

191-1 The commenter recommends that 50% of the Wal-Mart truck fleet be fitted with the cleanest 
engine technology available and 25% of the non-applicant-owned trucks using the distribution 
center would also be fitted with this clean engine technology. Please see mitigation measure 4.2-
2c, which states that all Wal-Mart trucks would participate in EPA’s SmartWay Transportation 
Partnership. However, the City does not have discretionary control of the non-applicant-owned 
trucks that would use the distribution center. Nonetheless, the requirement to continue Wal-
Mart’s membership in SmartWay would ensure that 40% of the total amount of trucks using the 
distribution center would use clean engine technology. Please also refer to response to comment 
9-2. 

191-2 The commenter recommends that 50% of the Wal-Mart truck fleet be fitted with the cleanest 
engine technology available and 25% of the non-applicant-owned trucks using the distribution 
center would also be fitted with this clean engine technology. Please see mitigation measure 4.2-
2c, which states that all Wal-Mart trucks would participate in EPA’s SmartWay Transportation 
Partnership. However, the City does not have discretionary control of the non-applicant-owned 
trucks that would use the distribution center. Nonetheless, the requirement to continue Wal-
Mart’s membership in SmartWay would ensure that 40% of the total amount of trucks using the 
distribution center would use clean engine technology. Please also refer to response to comment 
9-2. 
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Letter 
192 

Response 

 

Julia Sanchez-Contreras 
February 26, 2009 

 

192-1 The comment addresses the merits of the proposed project, recommends approval, and does not 
raise any issues regarding the adequacy of the DEIR. The comment is noted. 
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Letter 
193 

Response 

 

Sandy Clayton 
February 28, 2009 

 

193-1 The comment addresses the merits of the proposed project, recommends approval, and does not 
raise any issues regarding the adequacy of the DEIR. The comment is noted. 
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Letter 
194 

Response 

 

Jeanne Sanford 
February 28, 2009 

 

194-1 The commenter expresses concern about the project’s affects to children’s health, including 
students at nearby schools who have respirator issues. Please refer to the response to comment 
16-8 which discusses how the schools were included in the HRA performed for the project. 
Please refer to the Master Response 13 regarding the commenter’s concern about project-
generated emissions of air pollutants and the public health concerns (including asthma). Please 
refer to the response to comment 17-12, which discusses how the relative locations of nearby 
schools were analyzed in the traffic analysis. 
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Letter 
195 

Response 

 

William C Sanford 
April 25, 2009 

 

195-1 The commenter indicates that the project location is not appropriate. Please see Section 5 of the 
DEIR “Alternatives to the Proposed Project”, which evaluates three alternative sites for the 
project. As indicated in Table 5-8 of the DEIR, the other locations evaluated generally result in 
greater impacts than the proposed project. See also Master Response 12: Alternatives. Please see 
responses to comments 29-21 and 17-12 regarding concerns about impacts to nearby schools and 
reference to mitigation for truck traffic. The commenter does not raise issues related to the 
adequacy of the DEIR’s analysis. The comment is noted. 

 



________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Merced Wal-Mart Distribution Center FEIR 
City of Merced

 
 
3.196-1

                                                                          
                                                                                            EDAW 
                Comments and Responses to Comments on the DEIR

laneg
Rectangle

GiffinA
Text Box
196-1

laneg
Line



EDAW  Merced Wal-Mart Distribution Center FEIR 
Comments and Responses to Comments on the DEIR 3.196-2 City of Merced 

Letter 
196 

Response 

 

Dhruv Shah 
April 18, 2009 

 

196-1 The comment addresses the merits of the proposed project and dismisses environmental issues. 
The comment does not raise any issues regarding the adequacy of the Draft EIR. The comment is 
noted. 
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Letter 
197 

Response 

 

Ian Shaw 
April 24, 2009 

 

197-1 The comment recommends that the DEIR include analysis of various transportation alternatives. 
To be conservative, the DEIR transportation analysis assumed a worst-case scenario, in that 
employees would drive to the site and park.  The assumptions regarding mode choice and 
potential affect to pedestrian, bicycle and transit operations are described in more detail on page 
4.11-4 and in the Traffic Impact Analysis report in Appendix E of the DEIR. No further analysis 
is required. 
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Letter 
198 

Response 

 

Terese Shaw 
April 20, 2009 

 

198-1 The comment states that some construction equipment would be louder than others and asks what 
is being done about the louder pieces of equipment. Noise levels from the loudest pieces of 
construction equipment associated with project implementation are presented in the DEIR on 
page 4.8-18 in Table 4.8-8. Construction noise was modeled using the Federal Highway 
Administration’s Roadway Construction Noise Model and takes into account the loudest pieces of 
equipment that would be used during project construction. Mitigation Measure 4.8-1 “Regulate 
Short-Term Construction Noise” would apply to all pieces of construction equipment and would 
reduce construction noise to less-than-significant levels. 

The comment also states that some construction equipment would have more emissions than 
others and asks what is being done about the “more obnoxious” pieces of equipment. 
Construction-generated emissions of criteria air pollutants are discussed in Impact 4.2-1 and 
mitigated by Impact 4.2-1a and Impact 4.2-1b. Construction-generated emissions of toxic air 
contaminants are discussed in Impact 4.2-4 and were found to be less than significant. 
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Letter 
199 

Response 

 

Carol Simmers-Tilma 
April 19, 2009 

 

199-1 Please see response to comment 178-1 regarding NOA. 
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Letter 
200 

Response 

 

Renee Smith 
April 12, 2009 

 

200-1 The commenter is concerned that implementation of the proposed project would harm various 
wildlife species and would disrupt their home. In addition, the commenter is opposed to the 
project. The project’s biological impacts were evaluated in Section 4.3, “Biological Resources,” 
of the DEIR. As described therein, the project would result in potentially significant impacts to 
wildlife, and mitigation is proposed to reduce these impacts to a level of less-than-significant (see 
page 4.3-10). In addition, please note that the project site is located within the City’s Specific 
Urban Development Plan (SUDP) area. All land within the SUDP is planned for eventual 
development. Please refer to response to comment 121C-1 for further discussion.  

The commenter does not provide any specific disagreements with the analysis provided in the 
DEIR; therefore, no further response can be provided. This comment is noted for the City’s 
consideration during review and approval of the project. No further response is necessary.  
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Letter 
201A-C 

Response 

 Lucy Snyder 
 201A–Undated  201B–March 22, 2009 
 201C–April 7, 2009 

 

201A-1 The commenter requests that the DEIR include more detail about the construction equipment 
expected to be used to construct the proposed project. Please refer to response to comment 30D-1. 
The commenter also questions how the equipment would be monitored to make certain it meets 
the manufacturer specifications, as require by Mitigation Measure 4.8-1. In order to provide 
additional clarity, please see Section 4 of the FEIR for specific changes to this mitigation 
measure. 

201B-1  The commenter expresses general concern over contaminated runoff and flooding from the 
proposed project. Section 4.6 “Hydrology and Water Quality” presents analyses of pre- and post-
development conditions and Mitigation Measure 4.6-2 addresses both volume and quality of 
stormwater runoff from proposed impervious surfaces. The final design specifications would be 
required to demonstrate to the City and MID that runoff generated as a result of the project would 
be properly contained and conveyed. Please also refer to Master Responses 8 and 9 which address 
issues related to surface and groundwater quality. 

201C-1 The commenter states the prime agricultural land on the project site needs to be protected. The 
commenter identifies economic benefits of and the City’s responsibility to protect agricultural 
land. Please refer to Master Response 5: Agricultural Resources, which addresses the issue 
related to conversion of important farmland. 
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Letter 
202 

Response 

 

Celeste Soares 
April 14, 2009 

 

202-1 The commenter expresses general concern over flooding resulting from the proposed project. 
Section 4.6 “Hydrology and Water Quality” presents analyses of pre- and post-development 
conditions and Mitigation Measure 4.6-2 addresses both volume and quality of stormwater runoff 
from proposed impervious surfaces. The final design specifications would be required to 
demonstrate to the City and MID that runoff generated as a result of the project would be 
properly contained and conveyed. Please also refer to Master Response 7: Detention Basins and 
Drainage, which provides a more detailed discussion regarding the proposed drainage system. 
The comment does not raise issues related to the adequacy of the DEIR’s analysis. 

202-2 The commenter expresses general concern over contaminated runoff and flooding from the 
proposed project as a result of increase traffic. Section 4.6 “Hydrology and Water Quality” 
presents analyses of pre- and post-development conditions and Mitigation Measure 4.6-2 
addresses both volume and quality of stormwater runoff from proposed impervious surfaces. The 
final design specifications would be required to demonstrate to the City and MID that runoff 
generated as a result of the project would be properly contained and conveyed. Please also refer 
to Master Response 7: Detention Basins and Drainage, which provides a more detailed discussion 
regarding the proposed drainage system and also refer to Master Response 8: Runoff Water 
Quality, which provides a more detailed discussion regarding surface water quality and 
stormwater runoff. Issues related to traffic are discussed in the DEIR under Section 4.11 “Traffic 
and Transportation.” The comment does not raise issues related to the adequacy of the DEIR’s 
analysis. 

202-3 The commenter makes a general statement about the potential harm of wildlife resulting from 
implementation of the proposed project but does not disagree with the conclusions in the DEIR or 
otherwise question the adequacy of the document. Project-related impacts to wildlife are analyzed 
in Section 4.3 of the DEIR, “Biological Resources.” The comment is noted. 
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Letter 
203 

Response 

 

Syd Spitler 
April 18, 2009 

 

203-1 The comment describes concerns related to traffic, pollution, and noise. The commenter indicates 
that the proposed project should be placed at a different location (such as an area between Merced 
and Chowchilla). Regarding traffic and pollution, the Draft EIR analyzes these environmental 
issues under sections 4.2 “Air Quality,” 4.6 “Hydrology and Water Quality,” 4.10 “Public Health 
and Hazards,” and 4.11 “Traffic and Transportation.” Regarding placement of the site at a 
different location, alternative sites were evaluated in Section 5 of the Draft EIR “Alternatives to 
the Proposed Project.” Please see Response to Comment 111-2, which describes the impacts, 
relative to the proposed project, resulting from development of a more “remote” alternative site 
(Alternative Site #3). Although Section 5 does not evaluate an area between Merced and 
Chowchilla as an alternative site, Table 5-1 in the Draft EIR shows several other locations 
considered for the proposed project. However, the area between Chowchilla and Merced would 
pose extreme challenges that would make such a location infeasible. Because these areas are not 
associated with any municipality or public services district, provision of public services and 
utilities (such as sewer, water, and electrical service) would be extremely difficult. The lack of 
any formal interchange with SR 99 would create serious traffic hazards associated with 643 
trucks and 1,756 passenger cars entering an exiting the freeway each day using an at “at-grade,” 
stop-controlled intersection. Note that one of the project objectives is to “locate industrial projects 
in areas with good access to major highway transportation links […]” Although the applicant has 
not formally assessed this area as an alternative site to locate the project, it is not likely that this 
area would present a feasible option that would meet project objectives. For more discussion 
related to project alternatives, see Master Response 12: Alternatives.  

The commenter also briefly questions whether Wal-Mart would be required to pay for 
infrastructure and utilities upgrades. The Draft EIR does not focus on the payment source of 
proposed utility and roadway improvements (although the Draft EIR does require the applicant to 
mitigate cumulative traffic impacts in the form of fair share payment for various improvements as 
indicated in Section 6); the Draft EIR focuses on the environmental impacts associated with the 
proposed improvements, as required by CEQA. The comment does not raise issues related to the 
adequacy of the Draft EIR. 
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Letter 
204 

Response 

 Pamela M. Spiva, Realtor 
Coldwell Banker Gonella Realty 
March 9, 2009 

 

204-1 The comment addresses the merits of the proposed project, recommends approval, and does not 
raise environmental issues or any issues regarding the adequacy of the Draft EIR. The comment is 
noted. 
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Letter 
205 

Response 

 

John & Vickie Stephan 
February 14, 2009 

 

205-1 The comment addresses the merits of the proposed project, recommends approval, and does not 
raise environmental issues or any issues regarding the adequacy of the Draft EIR. The comment is 
noted. 
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Letter 
206 

Response 

 

Ken Stephenson 
April 17, 2009 

 

206-1 The comment addresses the merits of the proposed project, recommends approval, and does not 
raise environmental issues or any issues regarding the adequacy of the Draft EIR. The comment is 
noted. 
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Letter 
207 

Response 

 

Kyle Stockard 
April 27, 2009 

 

207-1 The first two points in this comment are not about the adequacy of the DEIR. 

The third point in this comment reflects on the frequency of trucks that will visit the distribution 
center. Impact 4.2-4 demonstrates through performance of a health risk assessment that the 
project would have a less-than-significant impact associated with exposure to exhaust from 
trucks. The last aspect of this comment suggests that this project would result in many more poor 
air quality days. The project would contribute to regional air quality impacts as identified in 
Impacts 4.2-1 and -2. However, the project’s emissions would be mitigated to less-than-
significant levels, and therefore, the project would not result in a detectible increase in poor air 
quality days. 

207-2 The commenter suggests that the traffic study inflates the baseline and assumes trip generation 
taken from a non-worst-case season and therefore underestimates the project’s traffic-related 
impacts. The traffic analysis was prepared using industry standard methodologies and the traffic 
impact analysis guidelines of the City of Merced. Known approved projects were included in the 
2010 Background Condition, and the traffic analysis was based on the information and 
appropriate assumptions at the time of the analysis.  The trip generation forecast that was used in 
the traffic analysis was based on a survey of a similar facility in Apple Valley, CA and was 
conducted in a manner and during a timeframe that was considered representative of average 
conditions and appropriate for analysis. 

207-3 The commenter suggests that the average vehicle occupancy assumed by the DEIR’s traffic 
analysis is unrealistic. The trip generation forecast that was used in the DEIR’s traffic analysis 
was based on surveys and accurately reflect the potential number of auto and truck trips.  The 
surveys reflect the shift patterns of workers, the arrivals and departures during the morning and 
afternoon peak hours, and the average vehicle occupancy.  The survey data was peer reviewed by 
an independent consultant and considered appropriate for use in the DEIR. 

207-4 The commenter indicates that the DEIR does not appropriately analyze traffic-related impacts to 
residential quality of life, specifically indicating that the DEIR does not mention the 
Neighborhood Calming Guidelines adopted in January 2008. The comment suggests that may of 
the streets that would carry project traffic are residential in character, which is not consistent with 
the DEIR analysis, however.  As noted on page 4.11-21 of the DEIR, 90% of the truck traffic is 
assumed to access the site via the SR 99/Mission Avenue interchange and Campus Parkway.  
Mission Avenue is designated as a divided arterial in the City of Merced General Plan, which 
means it is not addressed in the City of Merced Neighborhood Traffic Calming Guidelines and it 
is not eligible for construction of any traffic calming measures (page 6 of City of Merced 
Neighborhood Traffic Calming Guidelines).  Arterial roadways serve a different function than 
residential or collector streets.  With respect to the Goals and Policies of the City of Merced 
Neighborhood Traffic Calming Guidelines (page 5 of the Guidelines), a review of the DEIR 
analysis would not indicate that the proposed project would violate any of the seven goals or 
seven policies.  The City of Merced Neighborhood Traffic Calming Guidelines outlines a 
procedure for addressing concerns such as pedestrian-bicyclist safety, gaps in traffic flow, 
speeding and other concerns.  The transportation analysis of the proposed project evaluated 
congestion and service levels at intersections and along roadways that would potentially be used 
by project vehicles, and nothing in the DEIR analysis would lead to a conclusion that local 
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residential or collector streets would be adversely impacted. No changes to the DEIR are 
necessary. 

207-5 The commenter suggests that the configuration the DEIR assumed for truck access is unlikely and 
an alternate access configuration should have been analyzed. Please refer the Master Response 6: 
Trucks and the Transportation Analysis, which addresses this issue. 

207-6 The commenter states that “the traffic assumptions input to the URBEMS air quality model are 
not documented in the traffic section of the DEIR or its Appendix (E)” and requests that the 
DEIR “document a quantified relationship between its traffic analyses and the traffic estimates 
assumed in the air quality modeling.” The air quality modeling performed in URBEMIS was used 
to support the analysis and discussion under Impact 4.2-2 and Impact 4.2-6. The URBEMIS 
modeling used trip generation rates for the employee commute trips and truck trips that were 
based on the number of daily passenger vehicle trips (1,756) and daily truck trips (643) presented 
in Table 4.11-12 of THE DEIR. The default trip rate for a warehouse in URBEMIS is 4.96 trips 
per 1,000 square feet. This default value was changed to be consistent with the number of trips 
used in the traffic analysis and the size of the proposed distribution center:  

► 1.46 trips per 1,000 square feet for employee commute trips and  
► 0.27 trips per 1,000 square feet for truck trips; and 
► 1.2 million square feet for the building size.  

These values are shown in the “Detail Reports for Annual Operational Unmitigated Emissions” 
from URBEMIS (sheets 7 and 9 in Appendix C of the DEIR)  

207-7 The commenter  indicates that the DEIR does not include an analysis of the project’s access 
intersections. The study intersections identified for analysis were developed in cooperation with 
City staff, and include those most likely to be impacted by the proposed project.   Generally, 
access point intersections are often design issues that are managed through the design review 
process, as they are not city street intersections but rather mid-block driveways on Gerard 
Avenue. 

207-8 The commenter questions why the DEIR’s project description indicates a parking area for trucks 
that arrive at hours when the project’s entry gates are closed, but no such area is indicated on the 
site plan. Neither the DEIR’s project description, nor the site plan included as Exhibit 3-3, 
indicate the after-hours parking area. However, Mitigation Measure 4.11-2a requires the project 
design to incorporate a designated on-site waiting area. Therefore, the site plan would require 
revision to include the waiting area. 

207-9 The commenter indicates that the DEIR does not evaluate urban decay impacts and suggests that 
the implementation of the proposed project will impact property values which are already 
depreciated. The commenter further notes that the proposed project will make it more difficult for 
homeowners to get out from under their “upside down” mortgages and that there is no guarantee 
that the workers will originate from Merced. The commenter also indicates that the increased 
crime resulting from urban decay will increase the need for police protection and other public 
services. Master Response 11: Economics and Urban Decay addresses issues related to property 
values and the project’s potential to induce urban decay. Regarding issues associated with in-
migration of workers and local hiring policies see Response to Comment 92-4. It should also be 
noted that the City will require Wal-Mart to pay approximately $4.2 million in impact fees for 
public services (based on 2009 fee levels; see Response to Comment 16-5). 

207-10 The commenter suggests that development of the proposed distribution center would likely result 
in the creation of a Wal-Mart Supercenter in Merced. Wal-Mart has indicated no plans to develop 
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a Supercenter in Merced; therefore, the DEIR need not speculate. Please see Master Response 1: 
Growth Inducement and Expansion, which further addresses this issue. The potential economic 
impact the proposed distribution center could have on area businesses is described in Master 
Response 11: Economics and Urban Decay. 

207-11 The commenter expresses general concern over flooding resulting from the proposed project. 
Section 4.6 “Hydrology and Water Quality” presents analyses of pre- and post-development 
conditions and Mitigation Measure 4.6-2 addresses both volume and quality of stormwater runoff 
from proposed impervious surfaces. Note that this mitigation measure has been revised. Please 
see Section 4 of this FEIR for the specific revised text. The final design specifications would be 
required to demonstrate to the City and MID that runoff generated as a result of the project would 
be properly contained and conveyed. 

207-12  The commenter expresses general concern related to contaminated runoff from the proposed 
project and suggests the use of Integrated Management Practices. See response to comment 55-1 
regarding Integrated Management Practices. 

207-13  The comment raises issues associated with surface and groundwater contamination from 
construction activities. Mitigation Measure 4.6-1a describes the NPDES construction permit and 
SWPPP with the required performance standards that have been shown to prevent contamination 
to surface water and groundwater or reduce to less than significant levels.  

207-14  The comment raises issues concerning the potential of contaminated runoff from truck traffic 
from the proposed project reaching drainage canals and groundwater. See Master Response 8: 
Runoff Water Quality regarding source control. Also see Comment 3-1. Source control measures 
are required under NPDES Industrial General Permit requirements. 
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Letter 
208 

Response 

 

William Stockard 
April 1, 2009 

 

208-1 The comment poses a question to the City wondering if they understand “how many trucks we’re 
talking about.” The Draft EIR indicates that the proposed project would generate 643 truck trips 
per day. The commenter further questions if there is a limit on how many stores could be 
accommodated by the proposed distribution center. Please see Master Response 1: Growth 
Inducement and Expansion, which addresses this issue. 



EDAW  Merced Wal-Mart Distribution Center FEIR 
Comments and Responses to Comments on the DEIR 3.208-4 City of Merced 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This page intentionally blank. 

 



________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Merced Wal-Mart Distribution Center FEIR 
City of Merced

 
 
3.209-1

                                                                          
                                                                                            EDAW 
                Comments and Responses to Comments on the DEIR

laneg
Rectangle

GiffinA
Text Box
209-1

OlaizolaR
Line



EDAW  Merced Wal-Mart Distribution Center FEIR 
Comments and Responses to Comments on the DEIR 3.209-2 City of Merced 

Letter 
209 

Response 

 Teri Strickland, Realtor 
Coldwell Banker Gonella Realty 
March 9, 2009 

 

209-1 The comment addresses the merits of the proposed project, recommends approval, and does not 
raise environmental issues or any issues regarding the adequacy of the Draft EIR. The comment is 
noted. 



________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Merced Wal-Mart Distribution Center FEIR 
City of Merced

 
 
3.210-1

                                                                          
                                                                                            EDAW 
                Comments and Responses to Comments on the DEIR

laneg
Rectangle

GiffinA
Text Box
210A-1

laneg
Line

laneg
Line

GiffinA
Text Box
210A-2



________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
EDAW 
Comments and Responses to Comments on the DEIR

 
 
3.210-2

                                                                        
                               Merced Wal-Mart Distribution Center FEIR 
                                                                           City of Merced

laneg
Rectangle

laneg
Line

GiffinA
Text Box
210B-1



Merced Wal-Mart Distribution Center FEIR  EDAW 
City of Merced 3.210-3 Comments and Responses to Comments on the DEIR 

Letter 
210A-B 

Response 

 Peter T. Swaney 
 210A–March 21, 2009 
 210B–April 17, 2009 

 

210A-1 The commenter states that the DEIR makes clear that construction may be contrary to the Open 
Space, Conservation, and Recreation section of the City’s Vision 2015 General Plan. Consistency 
with the City’s General Plan is addressed on under Impact 4.3-5 on page 4.3-12 of the DEIR.  
The impact is identified as significant, and mitigation is proposed that would reduce the impact to 
a less-than-significant level. The commenter appears to agree with the impact conclusion in the 
DEIR that the project could adversely affect the Swainson’s hawk. No issues regarding the 
adequacy of the EIR are raised in comment.  

210A-2 The commenter suggests that the conversion of land that has historically been undeveloped and 
agricultural in nature to a Wal-Mart Distribution Center and the associated traffic would disrupt 
the natural habitats of many animal species. The commenter questions whether the City has really 
considered the impact the project would have on local animal species but does not specifically 
question the adequacy of the DEIR. The DEIR does address impacts to wildlife in accordance 
with the CEQA thresholds in the Biological Resources section of the DEIR.  Effects on special-
status wildlife are addressed under Impact 4.3-2 on page 4.3-10. Effects on wildlife movement 
are addressed under Impact 4.3-4 on page 4.3-23.  

210B-1 The comment expresses concerns of potential contamination to the domestic well water supply 
through contaminated runoff to surface and groundwater from construction and operational 
activities of the proposed project. Mitigation Measure 4.6-1a describes the NPDES construction 
permit and SWPPP with the required performance standards that have been shown to prevent 
contamination to surface water and groundwater or reduce to less than significant levels. 
Additional information relating to groundwater is contained in Master Response 9. (Note also that 
the well in question is not on the project site.) 
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211A-B 

Response 

 Jory A. Taber 
 211A–April 5, 2009 
 211B–April 20, 2009 

 

211A-1 The commenter asks why LOS D and below is allowed for traffic. The thresholds for acceptable 
levels of service and assessment of impacts are outlined on page 4.11-17 of the DEIR. 

211B-1 The commenter expresses concern that project-related truck traffic will result in impacts to local 
roadways. The DEIR analyzes impacts related to truck traffic in Section 4.11 “Traffic and 
Transportation.” Please also see Master Response 6: Trucks and the Transportation Analysis. For 
information related to roadway maintenance, please see Response to Comment 96B-5. The 
comment does not raise issues related to the adequacy of the DEIR. The comment is noted. 

211B-2 The commenter expresses concern that project-related truck traffic will result in impacts to local 
roadways. See response to comment 211B-1. 

211B-3 The commenter indicates that a fee should be required for wear and tear on local roadways by 
trucks. See response to comment 211B-1. 
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Letter 
212 

Response 

 

Nancy Tapia 
April 17, 2009 

 

212-1 The commenter believes that one component of mitigation measure 4.2-2c (vanpooling) would be 
ineffective and would not be used by the employees. The commenter provides no reasoning to 
support this belief, however. In summary, Mitigation Measure 4.2-2b provides applicant with 
program and design options to reduce employee commute trips and associated mobile-source 
emissions. 

212-2 The commenter believes that one component of mitigation measure 4.2-2b (car pooling and 
vanpooling) would be ineffective and would not be used by the employees because the project is 
located in a rural area. The commenter provides no reasoning to support this belief, however. In 
summary, Mitigation Measure 4.2-2b provides applicant with program and design options to 
reduce employee commute trips and associated mobile-source emissions. In addition, according 
to the Recommended Guidance for Land Use Emission Reductions (SMAQMD 2007), the 
measures listed under Mitigation Measure 4.2-2b result in quantifiable reductions in mobile-
source emissions associated with industrial land uses and these reductions have been 
substantiated by research. 
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