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Espinosa, Kim

From: Lane, Victoria

Sent;  Tuesday, August 11, 2009 8:17 AM

To: Espinosa, Kim

Subject: FW: Wal-Mart Distribution Center Public Hearing Notice

Here is an email from one of the people I emailed since his address was not
completely correct on the address label. I have fixed the label for next time.
Vicci

----- Criginal Message-----

From: tom tran [mailto:tomtran86@yahoo.com]

Sent: Friday, August 07, 2009 5:53 PM

To: Lane, Victoria

Subject: Re: Wai-Mart Distribution Center Public Hearing Notice

Sorry Lane,
The address is 8311 E Childs Rd, Le Grand CA 95333.

I can't not attend a hearing due to I have to work in San Jose. However, [ am 100% for WalMart
to be build. We need jobs here, some of my friends have to drive to San Jose to work and go
back home everydays, and those kids at UC Merced need jobs to pay for tuitions,books etc...
Well! we have a new BurgerKing by 99 and who have money to spend since everyone
unemploye? and next to the WalMart side? the new vacance lot house does not look to well, we
need those vacance lot to be build and those who work for WalMart to live there, we need tax
to pay for city employe... and tax to pay for .... you name its.

sincerey your,

Tom Tran

--- On Wed, 8/5/09, Lane, Victoria <LaneVi@cityofmerced.org> wrote:

From: Lane, Victoria <LaneV{@cityofmerced.org>

Subject: Wal-Mart Distribution Center Public Hearing Notice
To: tomtran86(@yahoo.com

Cc: "Espinosa, Kim" <ESPINOSAK @cityofmerced.org>
Date: Wednesday, August 5, 2009, 9:45 PM

Hello Tom Tran,

We attempted to mail the attached public hearing notice regarding the Wal-Mart
Distribution Center to your 8311 Childs Avenue, Le Grand, CA 95333 address. It was
returned to us by the US Postal Service. Please find the notice attached here. Thank you.

<<WalMart PHN 7-27-09.pdf>>

Vicel Lane

8/11/2009
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ct's. lmpacts to

ter qualrty and_

ject's 900 a:ly diesel truck trips
the'h of cuitent and fu-
of famlhes ‘and $tu-

rdifg to the ‘San Joaqum val-
o District, the proposed distribu-
“tion center’s cancer Fisk could be “well
over 10in 1 million.” ’
" Thig means.that in addmon to exist-
. mg pollution on: nghway 99, Wal.
Mart's warghouse ‘wiil cause lung can-
-cérinatleastone inevery 100,000 people
who brﬂathe IL‘; 00t over a hfetlme

(See Page bi szs Health)

-the skills:that would ‘match 1hase: re:
quired. by the. Wal Mart dlstnbunon'__

- prosiise of jobs:

Bat, have: we stopped to ask what

whether our unemployed people have

cenier?

Do-we know thc wages And benefits

to be paid? How many people who re-
side in'Merced will actually be hired?
" Wal-Mart, one of the worlds largest

corporations, is known for. stofming
into-an-area and calhng the shots Wa[-

“Wages. sp 'al 'down
d uriions are busted. :

Of course, this.time atound- will be a : 9

e'dlﬁt‘erent We dre'not talking abo
drctail store, or evén a “superccnter ki

: we are talking about a distribution cen-
kind of jobs? Have we.fried 16 analyze:.;

fer; one of just a handful in the state:

-At-more than a million sf;ua.re feet,

the proposed distribution center will be
& monstrous building. It will- create -

terwould be 0 Tecefve Zoods that liave .

arrived. at the major ports of Califor--

nia, such.as Long Beach-and Qakland L

-and then send those goods out to some

.49 Wal-Mart storés and superceaters
'throughout the region. - -

" What willwé gam from this giant in -

'_eur rhidst? W, -Mat is already donat-

] an image of kind-

ness and enerosity ~ in short, aseem-

mgly dood citizen. . )
7Of course, this’ wou]d amount to

_someone with-a $30,000 yearly wage

giving ot about 17 cents!
We know about the dirty air and we

(See Page F7 4 Jobs)
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L d the Valley, which
would blow: industrial air pollution
’ awayfro ; th ‘City.
- However, in Winter, when s hangs

ground because of the n-
ersmn laycr :

. back mto the C:ty :
- In-the. 19905 and carly 200’3 C:ty
. e edB orth: - L€l Mait - warnies ) ,-.Counclls dominated by finance; insur-
. evana.l Martj jo “The Wilion; Wa D o Merced. : ' ance and real; .estate interests approved -
Mart’s foundmgfamﬂy are I~ Why ] = L SO Campus Parkway construc- - -large residential subdivisions. through-
-over. $IOO bllIlOl‘l ; ) ghw i mghway—— HOmW apnounced in July 2005;the  out southeast Merced, urm[ these new
2O the'Mrsﬂsslp Drcsel trucks Wi tdistribution cediter was an-  homes ‘were” adjacent th the’ Campus
bag of some of the Iowest—p 'd,'hard ¢.9% a5 co 1k 101 ‘deliver - nounoe,d amonth later : - Parkway W Wal Mart s planned :
§ arlq loy [ : .

1tl1y6ung falmlles Many havc
hit ‘by. fore__

/ - Mostof the final: sites iside for industrial Evel opment One’ rest of the City. takes for granted like
. water and asthma front ditty.air while. - eth 'San Joaquin: -suck reason that. all’ this industrial Zoning shoppmg, medigal caré and bankmg
Wal-Mart sends 1ts proﬁts bac : ; ] ngand s clustered in southeast Merced isithat . Mayor Wooten' says deveiopers were
Bentonvnlle there is a. prevalhng “stupid” ‘for building homes so close
to an industrial area, That the distribu-
ton-center is even bemgconsrdered in
- its ‘current locat:on is a model of bad
planning. )
. The'cure isn 't just to ho[d Wal Mart
aceotintable forits impacts to resadents
“most affected by the projece.
Only by taking political power WIII
our healtl and quahty of life be con-
sidered aver their- profit in land use
decrsmns - get mvolved'

What isa dlstrlbutmn center" -

- Wal-Mart needs to, expand its distri-
“bution network in‘'order to bring gaods
to all these new stores while making
as much profit a5 posgible. Goods sald
in Wal-Mart stores travel thousands of
miles before reaching the Valiey.

Wal-Mart's stuff is manufactured
overseas then packed i in large contain-
ers, Shlpped toa porton ‘the West Coast
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900 truck irips. a day could
cause major Merced road
damage, report suggests

Of the many unforeseen costs.of Wal-

- Mart’s distribrition center in Merded,

is 1oad-maintenance and repair result-
ing from the hundreds of tractor trailer
trueks coming to and from ihe sjre,
-Bothstate and Jocal. funds’ will. bs
required to repair and:maintain roads

ong cost that very few people think of

ncluding State-Road’ 99, Stare Road -
- 140; Childs, Gerard and Mission Av-

enues, - . )
Sadly, the burden is-placed-on Jocal
Zovernments ard Jocal tax ‘payers.
State or federat transportation funds are
reserved for ¢apital improvements or
major rehabilitation, argd cannot be
used for general road Mmaintenance.
Accordibg to a Teport by the Sacra-

- uento Region Metre politan Transpor
‘tation Plan called MTP 2035, published. .
in2006, focal Bovernments in the Sac-:

rameatotegion should spend $350 mil-
lion dollars PER YEAR tokeep all their
106,000 miles of roads; streets; side-
walks and bridges ifi good condition
and rehabilitate those that need it, -

Inreality, only 30 perceiit of the $350

million doilar figure was.spent in 2005 -

on critical road maintenance_.
Let’s look at the big pictre. - . .
- Wal-Mait -estimates ‘900-delivery

© triick bips to-and from the-center ev:
" eryday. Tractor teailer trucks typically

-weigh 80,000 pounds and range in

Truck cayse, :
25 10,000 dntomibiles. .
" :Since 1990, heavy-fruck’ frave] has
grown at a 50 percent greater rate than

length. from 67 th 75 feer. According
to the MTP 2035 report: :
“Heavy-truck traffic and wet weather

' corprise the two mostcritical factorg

-in-pavemént deterioration. In simpig

terms, e fully Joaded

d-80,000-pound
‘much pavi

avement wear

autoinobile eavel, Many local agencies

have identified wear and tear damage .-

from heavy frucks on arterial streets as
a rising factor i, Poor pavement con-
ditipn. . In: Sacramiento, trucks. com-
monly use arterial roads due totlie lack
of cross-suburban freeways . -
Can youimagine what the roads and

paverient will.look like under those

treck: Toutesafterone year? Two vears?

-Five years? Pot hoies may be the least
“of our worries, experts say.

“Since the 1980s, California has
Zained a reputation of poor quality
roads—j startling reversal from the
1960s when California’s road system
was envied throughout the nation.
California’s six metropolitan areas with
gredter than | million Population
tanked first, second, third, fourth, sixth
and tenth Warst on a natichal list of 52
stich metropolitan areas."As .2 esult;
the average motorist facas $609 in an-
#ual vehicle damage from rough roads,

Portérville - i

50 percent higher thap the national av-
erage,” the report explained, .

Although Jarge trucks Iepresent only
three percent of ail the registered ve.
hicles on the road, they accotint for
over 25 percent of Passenger vehicle
occupant deaths in-maltiple vehicle
deaths. " - . )

According to the data collected by
National Highway Transportation
Safety. Association (NHTSA), each
year approximately 5000 drivers of
smaller vehicles get killed and over
140,000-get injured when involved in
accidents with large aniicks, whereag
about 600 large truck accupants get
killed and about 30,000 get-injured in
collisions. .

Clearly, in vehicle crashes, smaller
vehicles and - their occupants are af a
vast disadvantage when = large -truck
isinvolved. o
Califomia is one of afew states (one

ing obviays signs of major wear and fear .

of approximately 10 states) that impose
alower speed limit for large trucks and
commercial vehicles. Approximately
seven percent of ali of the vehicle miles
driven in the nation are done by dev- -
ers of large trucks.

Federal crash statistics have shown
that at least 20 percent of large truck-

1ng accidents are due to excessive

speed. Mechanical Tailures, reckless
driving'aildi'improper driver training
account for many of the crashes,

The National Highway Transporta-
tion Safety Association Teports that
driver fatigue is responsible for be-
tween 30 and 40 percent of all big rig
crashes and is the- probable cause in
over 30 percent of the craghes that re-
sulted fn truck drivers death.

In a survey done in 2003, nearly 20
percent of trackers adruitted io falling
asleep at the wheel at Jeast once in the
previous three-month period.
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Living in the shadow of a distribution center

horror stories about their
post-Wal-Mart experience

(This is an interview . conducted by
Merced residents concerned with the plan
to.bring a Wal-Mart distribution center to
* the Golden Valley. neighborhood area —
with residents lociited near the Wal-Mart
distribution center in the small community

of Porterville. All were willing to share’
their feelings and experiences af how life
has changed sivice the Wal-Mart distribu-',

tion center-opened in Porterville,) .

Dougz and Cheryl Anderson: The couple

puschiased: their property and built their
horee before thie Portérville Wal-Mart dis-

tribution center was constricted. “I bought

this property in 1987 before Wal-Mart, if |

had known Wal-Mart was going to be here
" or hed plans 1o build I would not:have
bought the property.” said Doug Anderson.
“All of the thicks go by our house, because
ous home is directly acre st X

Kathie Crilto: Shélives on South ¥ ‘Street,
and shie had a career as a teuck driver until
her mother wis stricken with cancer, Kathie

“expetience with Wal-Mart and my family’s

‘ekperience with Wal-Marf has béen rongh
- going here,” said Kaihie,» - -

Kin Stepp: She also résides across from-

“the distribution ‘Géiitef with her feenage -

- daughter and son, and sa;
Distribution is.very hois
the felévision or music on jus:

ihenoise” - .

Q. How does the distribuation cénte_r'aﬁ .

fect Porterville youthi? .. -

Kim Stepp: “Kids and trucks don’t mix. It
you plan to put a distribution center with
in a 2-mile radius of 4 or 5 schools it won't
work. Itis going to make it a very danger-
ous situation for the school children. We
had a bus stop right down the street, but it
was crazy, kids had'to dodge the. trucks.
Patents refused to allow their kids to-use
the bus stop and the school district moved
the bus stop to another location for safety rea-

2

sleep. Teis not just the W
now serves as a caregiver for her mopL.*My:- - ‘also 2

havetokeep - ssion
w.drownout. :he

Doug Anderson: “Tt is not safe to walk'up
and downi this street with:all of the trucks,
Itis'only.a miatter of time:before something
major-happens.” :

Kathie Carillo: “(Kids) dlready can’t go
on their bikes in the other direction because
it 1s uiisafe with'all the trock traffie.”

o

Kathie Carillg

--difficiliy breathing Becausg of ALl the die-

sel fumes -the triicks emif; and thers i so
much noise that it-is* difficult to sleep at
night, Also, with lights od0-foot poles the
brightness lights up the house; makes ital-

-most impossible ty sleep. .- kids-don't get’

proper sleepand they have difficulty func-
toning: ) thing has changed
L'm driv

the winer they néed heat and jrt the sim:
mer they need air conditioning in.ordet to
Mart ricks but

to the trucks idle: At first we just woke up
constantly, because, of the idling truck
noise. Sometimes ray husband hds to go out
and tap on the window of the idling truck
and ask the truckeér to turm off the engine
and allow us 10 sléep. When we have com-
pauy they comiplain, boy do they complain.
They. would say, “It‘is too noisy in this
place; how.do you sleep here. Because of

Hovir dives itaffoct the vesiderntial envi

all the dust you hiave to wash your w

moreofteil. As a'result of all the, trucks

going by over the years my driveway and -
patio have cracked. Also, the:bricks near-
my flower beds and below the stiiceo have -

started-cracking:”

Doug Andexjs_pr_l.:_"‘th;ﬁ thetrut:ksstart_ ‘be

.conditioners going. There is # steddy stredm

- .of trucks going by all day, over 400;Edon’t. -
. know I cani’t count tkem ali, I lose tiick.
- The-dust is'a problern.” -l

O How ;ia_es it é_ﬁ"ect traffic?
; R ajject es

Doug Andersani: “Therc’s probably; 450

trucks a day going in and cut of the distri- - ¢
bution center 24 hours a day. non-stop.” -
- Kathie Carillo: “The truck traffic is some- -
- thirig else; Iknow éveryone living around -
“here is fed up.with the traffic jams. Notonly

are there traffic jams, but the truckers all

wani to stop in-the middle of thié road and_ -

park whilethey go to
o he

.- blockedand thatis just ohe thing; 4 trucker * 7
. hif ouir. gas Tine and they didn’t bother.to
- come dnd-tell 'us, the only way T'knew it

‘was [heaid the gas spewing out.” -

'+ Cheryl Anderson: “They used 10 park'in
- avacant fot next to our house evéry night.

There is a store near our house ‘that they

like to frequent and théy now pullintothe’
-median across the street from our house and

leave their trucks idling.”

Q. What other prablems has the distribu-
tion center brought to the area? -

Cheryl Anderson: “There are countless
things shat you need to consider, not just

sible.” Lt

- dhiey.only care abotit thie Alinighty dollar: I

thiey-don’t wanit 6 have to deal withi this

" mess We haye in Porterville they hetéer tell .
_the city of Mercéd no! Anyone that has

houses-that they have Bought, they are’

stuck. 1'don’t have anything good to say

about Wal-Mart, buit: 4 distribution center
teeds 0 be away from people and kids,
especiallykids.” ~ . .

Cheryl Anderson: “Singudatly, you will
be ineffective. You need to band together
to fight city hall as an-organized group. Oth-
erwise sell and get out as quickly as pos-
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Wal Mart however, néeded:

d.GFf Highway: 99, ¢
Fast-forward to the year 2006.
Officials and the Staff of the City of

Merced, accompanied: 6f course by

: Wal-Mart: execs; make thd proposal .

pu_bllc, and homeowx_lers hvmg_m ‘the
area of the tentative: ce‘nte'r were
shocked to hear the news.:

Why on; eanh were’ they le,d to- bo-‘-

- tal component to allow its expected 450
trucks a ddy (900 truck uips) to getin
-and:outtof the distribition | centez and

for incregdibl

" Even prlce's for land in Southeast'

Mercéd were several times higher then
they had been even a few years before.
What if Wal-Mart’s intentions had

“been made. public before @l thi’ Jand
in- the area of the distribution center -
*.had been bought up by developers and
speculators? Would the parcels there
- have commandéd the Tofty prices prop-

sa] Wal-Mart distribution center'ivas. .

One must presume the answer to all
sthese questions is a resounding “Nol™
Most huge distribution centers such
as the one proposed by Wal-Mart, are -
‘usually located far from residential
- homes, businesses and” schools for sev-
eral reasens.
It’s notjust the- mgh—pollunon and the
_ 2447 lighting and noise coming from
" these facillues, other real dangers i ta-
clude pedestrian accidents. )
The strain on ity infrastricture that
akes a distribution ceriter undesirable
o.a community within its city limits..
-Perhap: fit'boils down to: the fact that

o' face the daily: consequences assocx—
ated: with'a-large distribution ¢ ceflter.
R Therefore,_these areas: are: less desm

'suahle, the, property jocated w1thm it
1s gencra[ly worth Iess

M reed, 'were Surprcsed when p ans weré

‘cloge’ proxun:ty “to'ths area
arf wantecl fo Iocate its dlstrk

pufchase homes knowmg “co-

Merced wag-at a prermum and proper-
ties in prominent areas, were selimg_
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_ .'Péjverqehfllﬂarkiﬁé o

- Warchouse: -

) "Ofﬁce Support )

- Astosol Storage . e : 000 sq. ft.

o Track Mainténance . S 17,000 sg-ft
__ﬁFIrePump House o . T L,600 . ft

TOTAL SIZE 230 Acres ‘MOre than 5 5 MI.TLLION square feet'

e Roads mu éuffer tei-'nbl ith 9'00 f:ruck tnps and 2 000«p1us car tips ADAY




.—Short-térm-"-hwf)afymgj-O;bs,.
'- bright future?

: S . o
or promise for

_The community of Merced finds it-
self at a crossroads. - N

. One direction suggests economic re-
cavery over the stiort term with a prom-

ised 1,200 jobs at a massive Wal-Mart
distribution center.

The other direction leads to long-
range economic development with,

~clean, “green” industries linked t6 our -

new university. :

~ Which of these choices Will résilt in’
- a future:that we can all -be proud of,
one which offers, jobs across the spec- .
trurn, from ehtry:—levql—an'd non-skifled _

through professional?
An aiticle 4n the June 4, 2009,

sues in‘the Central Valley anid “boost

the university’s plans o buiilda world..

3chool on earmpus,™
1ly:inFagine, studerits;

né support-personnel fighting

dreds of Wal-Mart diesels daily

T Our Valley s already & :
-some of. the diﬁr_t_i,'e_'st air in America:
Because-of -the, seridus; even deadly, -

st, 2009

competittg for space at the Mission In.

ferchange on Highway 99 and on the"

Campus Parkway. . )
Traffic congestion would be only
one, very visible impact, however.’

- What about the air pollution thag will-

be produced by these trucks as they
enter.and leave the distribution center,

and whentheir engines idle ds they wait

their turn-to foad or v

health itapacts: of air pollution, many

people’ who'can choose: to. five some..-

: : .. where else simply doso.: :
Merced Caunty Tinies describesanew

. Huiian Sciénces Research Inmstitute ar .
~UC Merced that Will stidy health 'is- -

-Weare fold that Chitdren’s Hospi

own tohave

o 5

aves—1e0

: MERCED'A_TCRDSSROADS-—CL:‘_ZANA_IR OR'2:An in-depth St vey, of sidénts fiviig near

- the proposed Wal-Murt distribution cenlter shows fiearly haif have dstiniz. or respiratory - - -

Problems, ora Jamily member does - problems

.80 now; back to the plans for our
- UniVersity, how. will Merced ‘attract
~Peeple 6 Jive and work in Merced and.
. “Neighhoring communities apd help ful--

made werse living next to a distribution center .

to Creafe yet another ot source of .

fllthé-gréatness thathaysoofte been
s, the st iajor 1o . v

5ty of 'thc,"twén[jﬁﬁfé_l

en[—_ury‘? R

atton, fot i w'air? By working hard

How: will we recover from our repu-




ehurse p.:

No where to hzde homeowner

| fears for safety of 3 children

Benny Contre.ras moved to Mérced
-from the San Fra._rlclsco Bay Area be-
cause it wai'safe for his children:

-Now, because of a proposed Wal-
: Malt distribufion center 1o be built less
than ahalf mile from his home;, he said
.he fea:s for'his; chxldren s security.

~that Merced 5
. 'r_homes was great and '
-that he should cens[der his opnons fo
"Mcrced _'
became a smgle father to
e and decided w pur- -
nMerced. - .

e troubled economy and
S m ‘Merced; Benny found -
unemploymentcn—_

ifers Worse, Benny bes
hortly aftar his acc:dent;

’ economy and- housmg bioom fall c[ras-
‘tigally In -today’s economy, many .-
peopleaie taking advantagc of the fore-
" closedand the reduced prices of hoases
throug!mut California. '
Benny carried those same intentions
and: purchased a E_mmf: in southeast
Merced in the sandcastle neighbor-
hood. Benny’s reason to buy a home
in southeast Merced was because of the
affordable housing prices and finding
a mice, qu1et, and clea.n nelghborhoodj

"_."dreds of Wal- Ma.rt dlesel-

" real estate: 'experts

* "Wal-Mart does it's'§ ‘Foing to affect the

where hie could raise his children. ]
Alocal community group called the
Stop Wal-Mart Action Team (SWAT)
would leave various fliers throughout
his neighborhood and Benny realized

“that a proposed Wal-Mazt distribution

center would be less than 500 feet away

_ from his homc

Benny ‘was previously vnaware of

#his projectand réalized that his neigh-
- borhogd and clnldren would be. af-
. fected’ By the noise, truck traffic and. -

_additlonal air pollutmn ona daily ba-

sis.

“This effects me a lot because :f 1:
wonld: bave known ghead, of time T~ .
“ would:have:néver purcHased my- -

home,” said" ‘Beany; who also, worfies.

his. ctuld:en :md really. hopes that

ing around schools:
~Benny also belie

work at the: disifibution center.”

- He feirs for his children’s safety and -

secunty and feels that 0o matter what

people of Merced.

Benny resents the projéct bemg built,
and hopes the construction of the
project will not move forward for the
sake of his family and fellow neigh-
bors, who will be the most impacted
by the Wal-Mart distribution center.

about:the health and quality of lifé of

Benny Contreras in front of his Merced home

T A L A e




Tina

‘iut.mn from the diesel trucks. no response

T don't think T would want it because of J
the trucks. [ don't like it because of pol- No it would be better in-a more se
cluded area:

Norma

Idon't th.mk it would be good. We don't :
need it. 2) There would be more con- ’ :
“taminafion from the trucks agd they Local hiring- No I don't think so it
will destroy our roads, .- should be for all people

OQur water i is almost all gone and I
think we shiguld watch for -

contan;uuatxpn oo,

Melissa and Adrian

(A) That’s an awful place to put it.
(M) It would make sense to putitina

 place that is fuirther on the outskirts of
_town. (A}t is an industrial facility - you (A & M) OF COURSE they should

should have parks next to houses and sign a contract to hire locally in
istri Merced. . noresponse.

It is kind of like people smoking. Ttaf-
fects me -- just bemg around smoke and
breathing this air bothers me. School

children should not have to deal with
thai is a good place. B tract to hire people from Merced. these things.

It's bad about that many trucks cofming . )
in and out around schools. I don't think They should be willing to sign a con-



b
i

8o far; thie: City' has zgnored resxdénts
‘who ‘will bé- most affected by the

: pro_|ect’s 1mpacts L
tron: November 2008 7t0

h Merced residents oompleted Thé survey
" out of ar esumatedlz 300 total liguse-

‘east.of H1ghway 99

V'and south , Star.e Route 140

o About 63 percent of résidents’

" living in the shadow of the proposed
" Wal-Mart megi-waichouse either op-.;

pose.outright or:do not support’ the
project: who[ehﬁaﬂedly This is clearly
a community, despite a need for jobs,

concerned abiouf a poorly planned

project that threatens their health and
quallty of life. -~
‘Fourtesn percent of 1es:dents

' surveyed have asthma or respiratory

problems ihemselves, and another 33

,fa.mﬂy member

Merced have an dsthmiatic fainily mein-
ber.” These farmhes alsg’ opposed the
dis;

- SUPpPQ

(0 perc
cent) for mew
. dustzial. (36, per
percent) uses Wwere tlicleast supponed‘

*The full report will be: available on
the Stop Wal-Mart Action Teaim’s web-
“site. (www. T rccdstopwalmart org) in -

early -August.”

Southeast Merced resndents have rea-

son for concern. -

Kids in southeast Merced are bcmg
told to bear the risk so.that Wal-Mart
can make more profit.

If anyone can afford to gnarantee lo-
cal hiring, ciean trucks and new roads,
it’s Wal-Mart. . ’

_But, so.far; Wai-Mart has fou ght ev-

: » ery‘measire that would comn‘ut it S
" has’ problenis”breathing, ‘This mgans i :
“that.half of households i Southeast_- e

impidct.

is valley
- But;. we in-Merced wou[d still be

Ma,u_y people who have Iooked at the.

) bad mpacts- of the’ distribution cénter

— on the air, on trafﬁc noise, and so
forth — would 58y no.

‘However, if the City Councéil is de-
termined to. vote forthe project. at the
very least it could draw up a binding’
contract with Wal-Mart that could guar-
antee that some good would come to
the community.

For example, Wal-Mart would assure

Wﬂl the ClLy Coungil stand lup for thex.r o

ample;, help make: dlesei vehicles burn. .,
" cleanersomewhere in :

-that an agree : upon perccntage of jObS._ :

would be filled by, Merced residents. |
Purther, diere; would -be:a; CONmit-
ment ‘about wages ‘and henefits for

- workexs: There woulld also beé writtén
- understandmgs about u_nugatl 1§ -

clud.mg penalues’m the
tions. ’

But, would Wal—Mart do' at’? Ap—

pa:ent[y, they have never done so.

. -. And, that leavés-us in Merced hold- -
ingan empty bag, with 2 ‘whole lot of

- disty air; bad traffic, noise, safety’ con-

cerns and- general pollution inside it. -

h
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Espinosa, Kim

From: Walker, Dawn on behalf of city, council
Sent:  Tuesday, August 04, 2009 8:36 AM

To: city, council; Bill Spriggs (E-mail); Carlisie, John; Conway, Mike; Cortez, Joseph; Dawn
Walker (E-mail); Ellie Wooten (E-mail 2); Ellie Wooten (E-mail); Gabriault, Michele; Jim
Sanders (E-mail); Joe Cortez (E-mail); John Bramble; John Carlisie (E-mail); Lor, Noah;
Lor, Noah; Michele Gabriault-Acosta (E-mail 2); Michele Gabriault-Acosta (E-mail);
Sanders, Jim; Spriggs, Bill

Cc: Davidson, Dana; Quintero, Frank; Espinosa, Kim; Schechter, Jeanne
Subject; FW: Proposed Walmart distribution center

From the website.

Dawn

Dawn Walker

Executive Secretary

City of Merced

678 West 18th Street
Merced, CA 95340
Phone: (209) 385-6834
Fax: {209) 385-1780

From: susan posey [mailto:susan.posey@att.net]
Sent: Monday, August 03, 2009 8:27 PM

To: city, council

Subject: Proposed Walmart distribution center

I received a notice from Walmart about the proposed distribution center on E. Childs avenue. I
live on E. Childs avenue and feel that our neighborhood does not need the addition of 1,200
people driving to work in the area. Walmart states that their trucks will use the Campus Parkway
for their trucks but they don't address the employee traffic. We have the McLain trucking
employees speeding and driving erratically. We have the high school and Weaver elementary,
kids walking to school with very little sidewalks or crosswalks. I'm not against Walmart but they
need to find land that is directly accessible to highways 99 or 5 and away from schools and
neighborhoods. I would like information on the environmental and traffic studies if they have
been done. If studies have not been done, will they? I would like to be notified when the hearings
of the proposed plans will be.

Thank you

Susan Posey
susan.posev(@att.net

8/4/2009
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Dear City Counsel Members:
Ellic Wooten

John Carlisle

Michele Gabriault-Acosta
Noah Lor

Joe Cortez

Jim Sanders

Bill Spriggs

I am writing this letter in support of the Wal Mart Distribution Center to
be built.

Please vote YES in allowing this distribution center to be built here.

I'm sure you are very well aware of the desperate need in Merced
County for jobs.

I am looking forward to applying for employment at this facility.

| I live approximately 1 1/2 miles from this location and would like to
welcome Wal Mart into my neighborhood.

My husband presently works driving a truck for a Wal Mart distribution
center in Nevada. I have been to this distribution center myself and have
seen with my own eyes that there is not a grey cloud of smog above the
DC.

It would also be great to have my husband work much closer to home.
Right now my husband cannot find a tracking job in the Merced area.

Thank you,
Ugerne O

Virginia Ochoa
97 Manzanita Ave.
Merced, CA S T
95341 )F _%
D EGEIVE] R &
AUG -3 2009 T o

CHY CF MERCED
P1ANNING DEPT,
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TRANSPORT

P.O. BOX 67 / PLANADA, CALIFORNIA 95365 | TELEPHONE: (209) 382{]‘?%%
PR '- !“"1 y aii
T
The Honorable City Manager ' - jI—- S ’_—_—_1 SR
John Bramble ) '-“ L 90 009
Merced City Administration i JUL 245

678 West 18th Street i N
Merced, CA 95340 : | = = Nt
| SR

e

Dear City Manager Bramble,

I'am writing to urge your vote to approve the Wal-Mart Distribution Center. Merced’s current
economic environment requires positive job growth and substantial infrastructure investment. At
this time there is not a bounty of proposals by companies considering Merced as a place to invest in.
The Wal-Mart Distribution Center is currently the only large project on the books.

In 1972 the City of Merced approved the application for RAGU" Foods. The project was built
and hundreds of people were put to work. The facility ran for over 34 years until it closed in June
2006. My company was a major truck transportation provider for Ragu from day one. I was
personally involved with the truck traffic organization and oversight, I truly know the truck traffic
volume that was facilitated. Most Mercedians in those days were not aware of what was happening
on Ashby road. It’s a fact that during the peak processing periods the average truck trips were well
over 1,200 per day, 24 hours per day, seven days a week. Three hundred more than projected in
Wal Mart’s Environmental fmpact Report and three times the volume the Wal-Mart folks are
realistically projecting. We also had numerous shuttle trucks running within the plant 24 hours a
day, seven days a week, all using diesel fuel.

The power units we used were all diesel and not the low emissions equipment that the Wal-Mart
“Green Fleet” is using. The diesel fuel that was used for many years was not the low sulfur CARB
blend we used in later years. Ironically, the only complaints we ever received at the plant were
regarding the late night and early moming noise.

So if you rationalize what happened at the Ragu facility for over thirty years, it makes you
question what is all the controversy about? As a community, we will be simply replacing lost
business, lost jobs at a lesser truck volume and using 75% cleaner burning trucks and equipment.
To go a step further, under the California Air Resources Board (CARB) rules, by 2017 the Wal-
Mart trucks will be burning 100% cleaner than the trucks of the Ragu period, and with regard to the
non Wal-Mart carriers, the CARB rules applies to ALL trucks.

I hope the facility is approved. If not, the citizens of our County will still get to see the trucks

pass through our towns giving off pollutants, but there will be no jobs for Merced and her sister
cities.

Sincerely,” =R
T E©l§ﬂ%E'—D
i
/
Bud% Wanace AUG -3 2009
.
> CiTY OF

PLANRIR
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WALLACE
TRANSPORT

P.O, BOX 67 / PLANADA, CALIFORNIA 95365 / TELEPHONE: (209) 382-0239

The Honorable Mayor
Ellie Wooten

Merced City Council
678 West 18th Street
Merced, CA 95340

Dear Mayor Wooten,

" 1 am writing to tirge your vote to approve the Wal-Mart Distribution Center. Merced’s current
economic environment requires positive job growth and substantial infrastructure investment. At
this time there is not a bounty of proposals by companies considering Merced as a place to invest in.
The Wal-Mart Distribution Center is currently the only large project on the books.

In 1972 the City of Merced approved the application for RAGU" Foods. The project was built
and hundreds of people were put to work. The facility ran for over 34 years until it closed in June
2006. My company was a major truck transportation provider for Ragu from day one. I was
personally involved with the truck traffic organization and oversight, I truly know the truck fraffic
volume that was facilitated. Most Mercedians in those days were not aware of what was happening
on Ashby road. It's a fact that during the peak processing periods the average truck trips were well
over 1,200 per day, 24 hours per day, seven days a week. Three hundred more than projected in
Wal Mart’s Environmental Impact Report and three times the volume the Wal-Mart folks are
realistically projecting. We also had numerous shuttle trucks munning within the plant 24 hours a
day, seven days a week, all using diesel fuel.

The power units we used were all diesel and not the low emissions equipment that the Wal-Mart
“Green Fleet” is using. The diesel fuel that was used for many years was not the low sulfur CARB
blend we used in later years. Ironically, the only complaints we ever received at the plant were
regarding the late night and early morning noise.

So if you rationalize what happened at the Ragu facility for over thirty years, it makes you
question what is all the controversy about? As a community, we will be simply replacing lost
‘business, lost jobs at a lesser truck volume and using 75% cleaner buming trucks and equipment.
To go a step further, under the California Air Resources Board (CARB) rules, by 2017 the Wal-
Mart trucks will be burning 100% cleaner than the trucks of the Ragu period, and with regard to the
non Wal-Mart carriers, the CARB rules applies to ALL trucks.

Fhope the facility is approved. [fnot, the citizens of our County will still get to see the trucks
pass through our towps-giving off pollutants, but there will be no jobs for Merced and her sister
cities.

Sincerely,




City of Merced
MEMORANDUM

DATE: July 31, 2009

TO: Planning Commission
FROM:  Vicci Lane, Secretary II
SUBJECT: Message from Doug Fluetsch

Doug Fluetsch, Fluetsch & Busby Insurance, called and asked if you would call
him at (209) 722-1541 to discuss setting up a meeting with him to discuss the Wal-
Mart Distribution Center. I let him know that I would forward his message. Thank
you.

If you have any questions, please fee] free to contact me.
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Espinosa, Kim

From: Walker, Dawn on behalf of city, council
Sent:  Friday, July 31, 2009 11:48 AM

To: city, council; Bill Spriggs (E-mail); Carlisle, John; Conway, Mike; Cortez, Joseph; Dawn
Walker (E-mail); Ellie Wooten (E-maif 2); Ellie Wooten (E-mail); Gabriault, Michele; Jim
Sanders (E-mail); Joe Cortez (E-mail); John Bramble; John Carlisle (E-mail); Lor, Noah;
Lor, Noah; Michele Gabriault-Acosta (E-mail 2); Michele Gabriault-Acosta (E-mail);
Sanders, Jim; Spriggs, Bill

Cc: Davidson, Dana; Quintero, Frank; Espinosa, Kim; Schechter, Jeanne
Subject: FW: Vote yes on Walmart Distribution Center

From the website.
Dawn

Dawn Walker

Executive Secretary

City of Merced _
678 West 18th Street
Merced, CA 95340
Phone: (209} 385-6834
Fax: (209) 385-1780

From: HOME3J@aol.com [mailto:HOMEII@aol.com]
Sent: Friday, July 31, 2009 11:19 AM

To: city, council

Subject: Re: Vote yes on Walmart Distribution Center

As a senior citizen from the county of Merced t would like to request a yes vote for the Walmart
Distribution Center being built to create more jobs for our dear county. Being that it is where it is there
will be readily availablity for the trucks to get on the highway. Plus it could help more of the homeless
and unemployed be able to get jobs. Walmart is a great company to work for.

Please vote yes on the project.
Jean Andrews

6134 Mulberry Ave.
Atwater, CA 95301

A bad credit score is 600 & below. Checking won't affect your score. See now!

7/31/2009
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Espinosa, Kim

From: Walker, Dawn on behalf of city, council
Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2008 8:06 AM

To: city, council; Bill Spriggs (E-mail); Carlisle, John; Conway, Mike; Cortez, Joseph; Dawn
Walker (E-mail); Eilie Wooten (E-mail 2); Ellie Wooten (E-mail); Gabriault, Michele; Jim
Sanders (E-mail); Joe Cortez (E-mail); John Bramble; John Carlisle (E-mail); Lor, Noah;
Lor, Noah; Michele Gabriauit-Acosta (E-mail 2); Michele Gabriault-Acosta (E-mail);
Sanders, Jim; Spriggs, Bill

Ce: Davidson, Dana; Quintero, Frank; Espinosa, Kim; Schechter, Jeanne
Subject: FW: Waimart Center

From the website.

Dawn

Dawn Walker

Executive Secretary

City of Merced

678 West 18th Street
Merced, CA 95340
Phone: (209) 385-6834
Fax: (209) 385-1780

From: Jenny Bega [mailto:bega.j@mccd.edu]
Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2009 6:55 AM

To: city, council

Subject: Walmart Center

This letter is in support of the Walmart Center for Merced. We are in dire need of companies to
come to Merced for jobs. Our community is suffering during these economic times and this is a
start to employ a lot of people. Merced needs to wake up and recruit good companies, we have
a UC and these new graduates are not going to stay in Merced if we do not have quality
companies.

Thank You, Jenny Bega

7/30/2009
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. Merced, CA 95340

TRANSPORT

P.Q. BOX 67 / PLANADA, CALIFORNIA 95365 / TELEPHONE: (209) 382-0239
The Honorable Commissioner

ECEIVE
Chair, Dwight Amey

Merced City Planning Commission JUL 29 2009
678 West 18th Street

CiTY OF MERCED
PLANNING DEPT,

Dear Commissioner Amey,

I am writing to urge your vote to approve the Wal-Mart Distribution Center. Merced’s current
€conomic environment requires positive job growth and substantial infrastructure investment. At
this time there is not a bounty of proposals by companies considering Merced as a place to invest in.
The Wal-Mart Distribution Center is currently the only large project on the books.

In 1972 the City of Merced approved the application for RAGU" Foods. The project was built
and hundreds of people were put to work. The facility ran for over 34 years until it closed in June
2006. My company was a major truck transportation provider for Ragu from day one. I was
personally involved with the truck traffic organization and oversight, I truly know the truck traffic
volume that was facilitated. Most Mercedians in those days were not aware of what was happening
on Ashby road. It’s a fact that during the peak processing periods the average truck trips were well
over 1,200 per day, 24 hours per day, seven days a week. Three hundred more than projected in
Wal Mart’s Environmental Impact Report and three times the volume the Wal-Mart folks are
realistically projecting. We also had numerous shuttle trucks running within the plant 24 hours a
day, seven days a week, all using diesel fuel.

The power units we used were all diesel and not the low emissions equipment that the Wal-Mart
“Green Fleet” is using. The diesel fuel that was used for many years was not the low sulfur CARB
blend we used in later years. Ironically, the only complaints we ever received at the plant were
regarding the late night and early morning noise.

So if you rationalize what happened at the Ragu facility for over thirty years, it makes you
question what is all the controversy about? Asa community, we will be simply replacing lost
business, lost jobs at a lesser truck volume and using 75% cleaner burning trucks and equipment.
To go a step further, under the California Air Resources Board (CARB) rules, by 2017 the Wal-
Mart trucks will be burning 100% cleaner than the trucks of the Ragu period, and with regard to the
non Wal-Mart carriers, the CARB rules applies to ALL trucks.

I hope the facility is approved. If not, the citizens of our County will still get to see the trucks

pass through our towns giving off pollutants, but there will be no Jobs for Merced and her sister
cities.

Sincere!’y’,‘:

N

BuﬁiWallace

i 3
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!
\
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Espinosa, Kim

From: Walker, Dawn on behalf of city, council

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2009 9:05 AM

To: city, council; Bilt Spriggs (E-mail); Carlisle, John; Conway, Mike; Cortez, Joseph; Dawn Walker
(E-mail); Ellie Wooten (E-mail 2); Ellie Wooten (E-mail); Gabriault, Michele; Jim Sanders (E-
mail); Joe Cortez (E-mail); John Bramble; John Carlisle (E-mail}; Lor, Noah; Lor, Noah;
Michele Gabriaulf-Acosta (E-mail 2); Michele Gabriault-Acosta (E-mail); Sanders, Jim;
Spriggs, Bill

Cc: Davidson, Dana; Quintero, Frank; Espinosa, Kim; Schechter, Jeanne

Subject: FW: Walmart

From the website.
Dawn

Dawn Walker

Executive Secretary
City of Merced

678 West 18th Street
Merced, CA 95340
Phone: (2092) 385-6834
Fax: (208) 385-1780

————— Original Message-----

From: khaasl227 [mailto:khaasl227@sbcgiocbal .net]
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2009 9:34 AM

To: city, council

Subject: Walmart

WE NEED JOBS, with our unemployment rate and foreclosures close to the
highest in the nation; we cannot afford to wait. Your job is to do what is
best for all the residents of the city; VOTE NOW AND VOTE YES!

Kenneth Haas
1168 Paseo Verde Drive
Merced, CA 95348



Dear Planning Comission of Merced,

I am writing this letter in support of the Wal Mart Distribution Center to
be built.

Please vote YES in allowing this distribution center to be built here.

I'm sure you are very well aware of the desperate need in Merced
County for jobs.

I am looking forward to applying for employment at this facility.

I live approximately 1 1/2 miles from this location and would like to
welcome Wal Mart into my neighborhood.

My husband presently works driving a truck for a Wal Mart distribution
center in Nevada. I have been to this distribution center myself and have
seen with my own eyes that there is not a grey cloud of smog above the
DC.

It would also be great to have my husband work much closer to home.
Right now my husband cannot find a trucking job in the Merced area.

Thank you, '
Veegge (ot~

Virginia Ochoa

97 Manzanita Ave.

Merced, CA

95341

oy ,

JUL T3 2009 Jb

PLANNING DEPT,
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Espinosa, Kim

From: Walker, Dawn on behalf of city, council

Sent: Friday, July 10, 2009 8:26 AM
To: city, council; Bill Spriggs (E-mail); Carlisle, John; Conway, Mike; Cortez, Joseph; Dawn

Walker (E-mail); Ellie Wooten (E-mail 2); Ellie Wooten (E-mail); Gabriault, Michele; Jim
Sanders (E-mail); Joe Cortez (E-mail); John Bramble; John Carlisle (E-mail); Lor, Noah;
Lor, Noah; Michele Gabriault-Acosta (E-mail 2); Michele Gabriault-Acosta (E-mail);
Sanders, Jim; Spriggs, Bill

Cec: Davidson, Dana; Schechter, Jeanne; Quintero, Frank; Espinosa, Kim
Subject: FW: Wal-Mart
Importance: High

From the website.
Dawn

Dawn Walker

Executive Secretary

City of Merced

678 West 18th Street
Merced, CA 95340
Phone: (209) 385-6834
Fax: {209} 385-1780

From: Robert Vincelette [mailto:vincelette.r@mccd.edu]
Sent: Friday, July 10, 2009 7:56 AM

To: city, council

Subject: Wal-Mart

Importance: High

lurge a YES on allowing the Wal-Mart Distribution Center into Merced! Vince

Robert 'Vince' Vincelette

Director WpLRC

Merced College

630 W. 19th S, Merced CA 95340

Ph (209) 386-6734 Fax (209) 386-6793
http:/iwww. mercedworkplacecenter.org/

7/10/2009



Espinosa, Kim

From:
Sent:
To:

Cce:
Subject:

~ Good morning,

Walker, Dawn

Thursday, May 14, 2009 11:54 AM

city, counclil; Bill Spriggs (E-mail); Cariisle, John; Conway, Mike; Cortez, Joseph; Dawn Walker
(E-mail), Ellie Wooten (E-mail 2); Ellie Wooten (E-mail); Gabriault, Michele; Jim Sanders (E-
mail); Joe Cortez (E-mail); John Bramble; John Carlisle (E-mail); Lor, Noah; Lor, Noah;
Michele Gabriault-Acosta (E-mail 2); Michele Gabriault-Acosta (E-mail); Sanders, Jim;
Spriggs, Bill

Davidson, Dana; Quintero, Frank; Schechter, Jeanne; Espinosa, Kim

Wal-Mart Telephone Call

The Office of the City Council received a telephone call from William Armstrong, 726-8281, regarding the Wal-Mart
Distribution Center. Mr. Armstrong stated he is in favor of the Center because he has lived in two places that have had
Wal-Mart centers, and it was a favorable experience. He further stated that Wal-Mart does good things for the community,
especially related to special needs individuals.

Thank you,

Dawn

Dawn Walker

Executive Secretary

City of Merced

678 West 18th Street
Merced, CA 95340
Phone: {209} 385-6834
Fax: (209) 385-1780



Espinosa, Kim

From: Walker, Dawn on behalf of city, council

Sent: Friday, May 08, 2002 11:03 AM

Fo: city, council, Bill Spriggs (E-mail); Carlisle, John; Conway, Mike; Cortez, Joseph; Dawn Walker
(E-mail); Ellie Wooten (E-mail 2); Ellie Wooten (E-mail); Gabriault, Michele; Jim Sanders (E-
mail); Joe Cortez (E-mail}; John Bramble; John Carfisle (E-mail); Lor, Noah: Lor, Noah;
Michele Gabriault-Acosta (E-mail 2); Michele Gabriault-Acosta (E-mail); Sanders, Jim;
Spriggs, Bill

Cc: Davidson, Dana; Espinosa, Kim; Schechter, Jeanne; Quintero, Frank

Subject: FW: Wal-mart distribution center

From the website.
Dawn

Dawnt Walker

Executive Secretary
City of Merced

678 West 18th Street
Mexrced, CA 25340
Phone: (209) 385-6834
Fax: (209) 385-1780

————— Original Message-----

From: khaasl227 [mailto:khaasi227@skceglobal . net]
Sent: Wednesday, May 06, 2009 9:18 PM

To: city, council

Subject: Wal-mart distribution center

Mayor Wooten and council members

We do not need additional information, study or translationg regarding a
vote on the Wal-Mart distribution center; please do not delay the decision
regarding the distribution center any longer. If we stall much longer
Wal-Mart will make the decision for us. I hope thig is not the intent of
gonme city council members. The request for more time and additional
information is just a stalling tactic by a small group of I hate Wal-Mart”
dissenters that hope Wal-Mart will give up and go away.

WE NEED JOBS, with our unemployment rate and foreclosures close to the
highest in the nation we cannot afford to walt. Your job is to do what is
best for all the residents of the city; VOTE NOW AND VOTE YES!

Kenneth Haas
1168 Paseo Verde Drive
Merced, CA 925348



Espinosa, Kim

From: Espinosa, Kim

Sent: Thursday, February 19, 2009 2:11 PM
To: 'swisscolonyapts@shbcglobal.net'
Subject: Wal-Mart Project

Susan,

Here is a map of the proposed Distribution Center. [ have also enclosed a copy of a flyer that we just sent out to those on
our mailing list, which | have also added you to. Thanks!
—-Kim

Kim Espinasa, Planning Manager
City of Merced Planning & Permitting
678 West 18th Street

Fres
Merced, CA 95340 —T-],)Omdﬂf) F rope’
Phone: (209) 385-6858

) £
Fax: (209) 725-?(775 3074 7 éHZ A g 5&45
Email: i ityofmerced.or
espinosak@cityofme g m {/{\M )

— D
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Wal-NL..t Distribution Center Informatic.. Points

For more information please contact Mike Conway, Public Information Officer

City of Merced 678 W, 18th Street (209) 385-6334

What does Wal-Mari want to do?
It proposed building a distribution center in the University Industrial Park. It is not

LAND USE proposing a retail or super center operation. The proposed facility is 1.2 million
square feet.
Is the land zoned appropriately?
Yes, the site is zoned heavy industrial and is within the current Merced City limits.
What approvais are required for the project?
Wal-Mart must get a Site Plan Review, which includes an Environmental Impact Re-
PERMITS port. There also will be a general plan amendment to abandon the unbuilt southern
extension of Kibby Road.
Did Wal-Mart get any fees waived?
No, Wal-Mart is paying all of the required fees, which is expected to be over $5 mil-
lion. Area schools should receive over $400,000 in fees from the Wal-Mart project.
Did Wal-Mart get subsidies from the City for its project?
INCENTIVES  Np, the City did not offer any financial relief. Subsidies -- none. Property tax re-
bates -- none. Fee waivers -- none. Sales tax rebates -- none. Tax-free land -- none.
How much traffic would the project create?
Wal-Mart said there would be up to 450 truck trips into the facility a day, and 450
TRUCK truck trips leaving the facility each day.
TRAFFIC
What route will the trucks take?
The trucks will leave from one of the two gates on Gerard Avenue, going to the
Camapus Parkway and then onto Highway 99.
How many people will the center employ?
Wal-Mart says there will be 600 full-time employees at the plant,
When will the cenfer be operafing?
The center will operate 24-hours a day, 7-days a week. There will be two operating
JOBS shifts and the overnight shift will perform maintenance on the facility.
How much will the jobs pay?
Wal-Mart said the starting pay will between $13.00 to $14.00 an hour.
What is the typical starting pay in Merced?
According to the state Employment Development Department, the average starting
pay in Merced is $8.05 an hour.
Did Wal-Mart get CalTrans to put in the Mission Interchange on Highway 99?
No, the Mission Interchange was first designated in 1963 during the Kennedy Ad-
ministration. The Campus Parkway is part of a traffic loop around the City of Merced
that was first discussed in the 1980s and added to the General Pian in the 1990s.
IMPACTS Is condemnation necessary?

No, the proposed site is vacant industrial zoned land.

Will the public have an opportunity to comment on the project?
Yes, there will be several opportunities available for public comment during the En-
vironmental Impact Report phase on items such as traffic, noise, and glare.
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PUBLIC RELEASE OF
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR

WAL-MART DISTRIBUTION CENTER

The City will be releasing the Draft Environmental Impact Report for the proposed

Wal-Mart Distribution Center for its 60-day public review, beginning on Wednesday.

February 25, 2009 and ending on Monday, April 27, 2009. City staff will be available to

answer questions about the public review process. This is NOT a public hearing and no
public testimony will be taken, but the public is invited to attend.

Copies of the Draft EIR on CD-Rom will be available for the first time at the meeting.
Copies may also be ordered through the Planning Division or downloaded from the
City’s website. The first copy of the CD is available free of charge, but there will be a
cost (yet to be determined) for additional CD’s and printed copies of the document.

Wednesday, February 25, 2009

11:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.
First Floor Lobby
Merced Civic Center, 678 West 1g% Street, Merced

Questions should be directed to:
City Planning Division, planningweb(@cityofmerced.org, (209) 385-6858
City of Merced, 678 W 18" Street, Merced, CA 95340

CITY OF MERCED y

“Gateway oo Yosemite™

|
Il

Please note that the Draft EIR will NOT be available until February 25 at 11:00
a.m. at the above meeting Instructions for how to provide comments during the public

comment period will also be described at the meeting. After that time, the Draft EIR,
Technical Appendices, and public comment instructions will be available from the City
of Merced Planning Division (contact information above) or on the City’s website at
www.cityofimerced.org.
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Espinosa, Kim

From: Walker, Dawn on behalf of city, council

Sent: Thursday, February 19, 2009 10:00 AM

To: city, council; Bill Spriggs (E-mail); Carlisle, John; Conway, Mike; Cortez, Joseph; Dawn Walker (E-mail);
Ellie Wooten (E-mail 2); Ellie Wooten (E-mail); Gabriault, Michele; Jim Sanders (E-mail); Joe Cortez (E-

mail); John Bramble; John Carlisle (E-mail); Lor, Noah; Lor, Noah; Michele Gabriault-Acosta (E-mail 2);
Michele Gabriault-Acosta (E-mail); Sanders, Jim; Spriggs, Bill

Cc: Davidson, Dana; Quintero, Frank; Conway, Mike; Espinosa, Kim; Rozell, Kenneth
Subject: FW: Wal-Mart Distribution Center ‘

From the website.

Dawn

Dawn Walker

Executive Secretary

City of Merced

678 West 18th Street
Merced, CA 95340
Phone: (209) 385-6834
Fax: (209} 385-1780

From: 4everdodgerblue@shcglobal.net [mailto:4everdodgerblue@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Saturday, February 14, 2009 3:14 PM

To: city, council

Subject: Wal-Mart Distribution Center

Let Wal-Mart in ! I can't believe that we are even debating this, It's a no-brainier, With unemployment at 15%
in Merced county we need this distribution center more than ever and if we keep messing around,some other
city will snag it up. Jobs are more important right now than any enviromental impact.

John & Vickie Stephan
1284 El Portal Dr.
Merced CA 95340

2/19/2009



Hon. John Carlisle
City of Merced

678 West 18th Street
Merced, CA 95340

Walmart 3,<

Save money. Live better.

Dear Councilimember Carlisle,

FeB 17 am

ECEIVE |

CITY OF MERCED

PLANNING DEPT,

I wanted to take a moment to share with you a recent study commissioned by Walmart analyzing the
changes in local taxable retail sales and retail business permits for each community where Walmart has
opened new Supercenters or expanded an existing Walmart Discount Store into a Supercenter. The

~ report’s author concluded what we as a company have believed for years — Walmart Supercenters have
a positive economic impact on not only our customers, but to the communities we serve.

In part, the report found:

*  In every city where a Walmart Supercenter opened, taxable retail sales increased in the year
following the opening and continued to grow in subsequent years in all communities that have
had Supercenters for multiple years.

+ Taxable retail sales increases after the opening of a Supercenter averaged more than $79 million
the first year, $123.9 million the second year, and $206.2 milfion the third year compared to the

year before the

opening.

« Taxable sales at other retail stores, including restaurants and bars, building materiais and farm
implements, auto dealers and supply, and service stafions also increased an average of more
than $72 million in each of the 21 communities where Supercenters opened.

* In more than 85 percent of the communities examined in the study, the number of retail business
permits increased in the year following the opening of a Supercenter. The average increase in the
number of retail business permits was 32.7 per community. All communities showed increases in

the second yea

r.

I have enclosed a copy of the Executive Summary of the Analysis for your review. The full report can
‘viewed online at http Ilwalmartstores.com/download/3411.pdf. Should you have any questions on the

enclosed mformatton o

r on Walmart in general, please feel free to contact me.

Wishing you a happy and healthy 2009.

Aaron Rios
Senior Manager, Public

Affairs & Government Relations

aaron.rios@wal-mart.com

About the Author of the Study - Lon Hatamiya, Director of Navigant Consuiting, provides international, national

and regional economic analysis and expert testimony. He has testified over a hundred times before the WTO, U.S.
Congress, California Legislature, and alf levels of courts, boards and commissions on a wide variely of issues. He

served as Secretary of the California Technology, Trade and Commerce Agency, as welf as Administrator of the

Foreign Agricultural Service af USDA. He serves as a lecturer at the UC Davis School of Law, and at the University of
Denver International Studies Program. M. Hatamiya previously served as an adjunct professor at the UC Davis <
Graduate School of Management.

Paid for by Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. For more information on Walmart and the benefits we bring to the
communities we serve, please visit www.walmartfacts.com.
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CONSULTING
Executive Summary

We were retamed by Wal—Mart Stores Inc. to perforrn an mdepehdent and
objective analysis to quantify the c1ty—w1de Taxable Retail Sales in California
commumhes Where Wal—Mart Supercenters have opened durmg the perlod of
2003—2007 We also analyzed the number of Retazi’ Busmess Permzts 1n those same
commumues We accomphshed thls through a comparatlve analy31s of Taxable
Retazl Sales and Retazl Busmess Permzts from the years ]ust pnor to and the years
]ust after the opemng of the various Wal Mart Supercenters We also looked at
data from subsequent years for those locations that have been opened for more
than one year. Since data is only available through the end of 2007, we were able
to perform these comparisons for the cities of 21 of the 32 Wal-Mart Supercenters
in California (the remaining 11 Supercenters. opened in 2007 ot later).

t

The results of our analysis are as follows:

. In ﬂ crty where Wal—Mart has opened a Supercenter in Cahforma the
. Clty-wrde Taxable Retazl Sales (mcludmg apparel stores _ general
| rmerchandrse stores grocery stores home furmshmg and apphance stores,
and other retaﬂ stores) have 1ncreased in the year followmg the opening

of the Supercenter as compared to the Taxable Retail Sales of the year prior

to the opening. Moreoxrer, city-wide Taxable Retail Sales have continued to
increase in each suhseqrrent year in all communities that have had Wal-

Mart Supercenters for multiple years.

An Analysis of Taxable Retail Sales and Retail Business Permits in California Cities with Wal-Mart Supercenters
December 2008 !
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* Increases of city-wide Taxable Retail Sales one year after the opening of the

Wal-Mart Supercenter averaged over $79 million compared to the year

prior to the opening for all communities (21 Supercenters). Taxable Retail

Sales increases averaged 15.0% for all cities.

o-_ Increases of city-wide Taxable Retail Sales two years after the operung of

| the Wal-Mart Supercenter averaged nearlv $123 9 million compared to the:

year pnor to the opemng for all Iocatlons opened more than one year (10“.
Supercenters) Taxable Retail Sales mereases after two years averaged over“

25.9% for the ten cities.

» Increases of city-wide Taxable Retail Sales three years after the openjng of
the Wal Mart Supercenter averaged over 5206 2 m11110n compared to the
year prior to the opening for all locatrons opened for more than two years .'
(3 Supercenters). Taxable Retail Sales increases after three years averaged

over 39.6% for the three cities.

. 'Taxable sales for Other Retazl Outlets (mcludmg restaurants and bars,
buﬂdmg materlals and farm 1rnp1ements auto dealers and Supply, and
service statlons) also 1ncreased in each commuruty followmg the opening

of Wal-Mart Supercenters. These increases averaged over $72 million

compared to the year prior to the opening for all locations with available
data (15 Supercenters). This was an average increase of 10.5% for each

city.

An Analysis of Taxable Retail Sales and Retail Business Permits in California Cities with Wal-Mart Supercenters
December 2008 2
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* Increases of taxable retail sales for Other Retail Outlets two years after the
opening of -the Wal-Mart Supercenter averaged over $124.1 million
compared to the year prior to-the opening: for all locations (with available
data) opened more than one year (7 Supercenters). This was an average
increase of 16.8% for each city. Increases of taxable retail sales for Other
Retail Outlets three years after the opening averaged over $204 million (3

i+ - locations), with an average increase of 30.4% per city.. . - ..

~ o When combined, city-wide Taxable Retail Sales and :Other. Retail Quilets

(“total taxable retail sales”) one year after the opening of the Wal-Mart

Supercenter increased by an average of $157 million when compared to
the year prior to the opening (15 Supercenter locations). The total taxable

retail sales increased even more dramatically after two years to an

average of $271.6 million per city (7 Supercenter locations). After three

years, total taxable retail sales increased even further to an average of

$410.3 million per city (3 locations).

e In 18 of 21 communities, the number of Retail Business Permits increased in
-~ -the. year following the.opening of the Wal-Mart Supercenter when

compared with the year prior to the opening. The average increase in the

number of Refail Business Permits was 32.7 per community. Slight declines

occurred in Gilroy (from 516 to 508), Palm Desert (from 1446 to 1388), and
Palm Springs (from 881 to 803). However, these were offset in those
communities by sizable gains in Retail Business Permits two years
following the opening of the Wal-Mart Supercenter—Gilroy (up to 517),
and Palm Springs (up to 840).

An Analysis of Taxable Retail Sales and Retait Business Permits in California Cities with Wal-Mart Supercenters
December 2008 3
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e In 9 of 10 communities, the number- of Retail Business Permits increased
hwo vears following the. opening of the 'Wal-Mart Superceriter when

compared with the year prior to the opening.- The average increase was

65.8 Retail Business Permits per city. This is double the increase after only

~one vear and reflects a total increase of 658 new Retail Business Permits

across 10 cities and an average increase of 8:2% per city. Additionally, the

number of Retail Business Permits increased three years following the
HEEES ‘oﬁeﬁiﬁg'il_’fal'l three communities, 'n’éaﬂy"doubling'agaiﬁ to an a’Vé'rage of

- 130.3 Retail Business Permits per city or a 15.7% increase.

* Regardless of population, all California communities which operied a
Wal-Mart Supercenter also enjoyed sizeable gains in city-wide Taxable
Retail Sales. Cities with populations over 50,000 had an average increase
of nearly $91 million; cities with populations under 50,000 had an average
increase of more than $64.2 million; and cities with populations under

25,000 had an average increase of more than $34.4 million.

e Central Valley and Imperial Valley communities, where econcmic growth
~is historically the slowest in the state; experienced strong city-wide
Taxable Retail Sales gains after the opening of Wal-Mart Supercenters.

~ From the north to the south through the Central Valley, Anderson has

- seen an increase of $51.2 million or 37%; Marysville—$8.9 million or 6.6%;

- Yuba City—$35.2 million or 7.9%; Dixon—$27.8 million or 17.4%;
Stockton—$122.3 million or 21.4%; Dinuba—$49.9 million or 12.8%; and
Hanford —$32.4 million or 10%. In addition, the Imperial Valley cities of

An Analysis of Taxable Retail Sales and Retail Business Permits in California Cities with Wal-Mart Supercenters
December 2008 ' 4
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Calexico and El Centro have seen increases of $38.5 million or 18.4% and
$61.8 ml]llon or 16, 1% respectively. Iust as impressive, all of the
aforemenhoned communities also expenenced a gain in the number of

Retail Business Permits over this same period.

Based upon our analy51s of the available data and mformatlon, we believe
that the presence of Wal Mart Supercenters across Cahforma has prov1ded
various posmve econormc beneﬁts to the1r local economies. C1ty—w1de Taxable
Retail Sules have mcreased often dralnatlcally, in every Cahforma commuruty
where Wal-Mart has opened a Supercenter. In addition, these increases in
Taxable Retail Sales were not solely the result of Wal-Mart's presence, but also the
result of other new businesses opening in the same communities. Furthermore,
the opening of Wal-Mart Supercenters also enhanced the taxable sales of Other
Retail Outlets such as restaurants, auto dealers, and service stations. Thus,
increased retail traffic brought on by the opening of Wal-Mart Supercenters

appears to have resulted in sizable sales gains for other related service providers.

In addmon the beneﬁts of the greater Taxable Reta:l Sales were not lunlted
te metropohtan or suburban commuruhes Economlcally challenged mral areas
such as the Central Valley and Impenal Valley both experienced strong increases
in Taxable Retail Sales and in the number of Retail Business Permits after the
opening of Wal-Mart Supercenters in their communities. In sum, the presence of
Wal—Mart Supercent'ers in any Cahfornla cornmumty appears to enhance the
local comlnunlty as it relates to 1ncreased Taxable Retazl Sales and increased

numbers of Retazl Business Permlts

An Analysis of Taxable Retail Sales and Retail Business Permits in California Cities with Wal-Mart Supercenters
December 2008 5
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Espinosa, Kim

From: Walker, Dawn on behalf of city, council
Sent:  Thursday, February 12, 2009 8:48 AM

To: city, council; Bill Spriggs (E-mail), Carlisle, John; Conway, Mike; Cortez, Joseph; Dawn Walker (E-mail};
Ellie Wooten (E-mail 2); Ellie Wooten (E-mail); Gabriault, Michele; Jim Sanders (E-mail); Joe Cortez (E-
mail); John Bramble; John Carlisle (E-mail); Lor, Noah; Lor, Noah; Michele Gabriault-Acosta (E-mail 2)
Michele Gabriauit-Acosta (E-mail); Sanders, Jim; Spriggs, Bill

H

Cc: Davidson, Dana; Conway, Mike; Quintero, Frank; Espinosa, Kim
Subject; FW. Wal-Mart's proposed Distribution Center

From the website.

Dawn

Dawn Walker

Executive Secretary

City of Merced

678 West 18th Street
Merced, CA 95340
Phone: (209) 385-6834
Fox: (209) 385-1780

From: Ted Hoffman [mailto:tedhoff@yahoo.com]
Sent: Wednesday, February 11, 2009 8:22 PM
To: city, council

Subject: Wal-Mart's proposed Distribution Center

Attn: Mayor Ellie Wooten & the Merced City Council:

My family and I are in support of Wal-Mart's proposed Distribution Center. We encourage you to support it,
too. Merced needs more jobs. Wal-Mart's proposed Distribution Center will supply our city with needed jobs.

Thank you.

Best regards,

Ted Hoffman

3573 Sepulveda Avenue
Merced, CA 95348-3573
{209) 631-6835
tedhoffi@yahoo.com

2/12/2009



Espinosa, Kim

From: : Bingaman, Jamie

Sent: Monday, February 02, 2009 10:59 AM
To: ‘ndrobinson@gmail.com'’

Subject: Cl Memo Re: Wal-Mart Porterville Visit

Good Morning Nick,

Attached is the requested Council Information Newsletter regarding the Wal-Mart Porterville Visit, If you have
any questions, please contact me at Bingamanj@cityofmerced.org or by telelphone at (209) 388-7122.

Thank you,

Jamie Bingaman
Records Clerk
(209) 388-7122

City of Merced
678 West 18th Street
Merced, CA 95340
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City of Merced
Inter-Office Memorandum

To:  Honorable Mayor and City Council January 30, 2009

From: John M. Bramble, City Manager
Subject: Council Information Newsletter

FEDERAL ECONOMIC STIMULUS PLAN

The Senate Appropriations Committee approved the President’s economic

- stimulus plan for consideration on the floor of the Senate today. Attached is

the press release outlining the details of the Stimulus Plan. The highway
portion of the plan is now $27 billion (down from the $30 billion proposed
earlier), but the funds do not have to be committed for 180 days from award
rather than the 90 that was in the initial version of the Plan. Other areas of
the Stimulus Plan that could get to local governments is the $16 billion in
school modernization, some of the Homeland Security allocation, Mass
Transit funding and the allocation of Neighborhood Stabilization funds for
housing.

WAL-MART PORTERVILLE VISIT

~ As you are aware we had a team visit Porterville to meet with the Chamber,

Wal-Mart and City officials. it was obvious from the discussion with the
City and Chamber that Wal-Mart is a very active participant in sponsoring
local events and has distributed Foundation funds for community charity

fundraisers and benefits. In addition, the employees have conducted

independent fundraising efforts for specific projects for the schools and
other local charities.

The Porterville Distribution Center is the second busiest distribution center
in the Wal-Mart system and serves 75 stores (three in Hawaii). They have a
169-acre facility that has development around the site, most of it since the



Honorable Mayor and City Council
Page 2 _ '
January 30, 2009

facility was located in Porterville in 1991. The Center has a total of 1,099
employees, 876 full time, 47 part time and 176 drivers. The Center
Manager indicated that of the 60 managers, 8 started as part-time workers
for the Center. Ninety-three percent of the workers are local residents and
they have about a 10% turn over rate in the Center and 4% in truck drivers.
The average wages are $16.63 with health benefits for the associate
employees in the Center and low $80,000 for truck drivers.

There is a holding area on-site for the trucks to queue for as much as 12
hours if the truck is early for the delivery (both company trucks and
independent). There is a no-idling policy for all trucks on site and the
company trucks are equipped with an automatic turn-off switch after three
minutes to stop truck idling. The majority of the non-company trucks are
large corporation haulers, but they did not represent that their trucks had a
similar device to stop idling, however, when on the Distribution Center site,
they were required to cease idling. The distribution of trucks serving the
site was 85% Wal-Mart vehicles and 15% other haulers.

The Distribution Center Manager outlined all the environmental measures
the Center has instituted over the past two to three years. They completed a
solar panel installation in 2008, which generates sufficient electricity to
operate the Center. They have installed “dark sky exterior lighting” in the
parking lot. The Center instituted a recycling program for wood, shrink-
wrap and paper two years ago and, based upon recent estimates, they have
reduced the waste stream by 55 percent. Other areas of environmental
measures included internal light activity sensors both in offices and on the
center floor and an automated conveyor system that shuts down the
conveyor belts when not in use.

Finally, the City officials indicated that the Wal-Mart Distribution Center
was the largest private employer in Porterville and brought $23 million in
payroll to the community initially, which stimulated the opening of 80 new
commercial businesses and has attracted 3 new industrial businesses. Wal-
Mart has continued to work with the City to improve traffic circulation
around the center, as well as, noise and other environmental issues around
the site as new development moved into the area. The Economic
Development representatives indicated that Wal-Mart had assisted in the
attraction of new businesses to the area. The one complaint the Manager



Honorable Mayor and City Council
Page 3
January 30, 2009

indicated he handled from the residents around the Distribution Center was
employees operating their car stereos too loudly as they entered and exited
the work site. As a testament to the complaints, they had a large sign
alerting the employees to tone down their car stereos at the employee gate.
Attachments
A. Items of Local Interest and Concern
1. City of Merced Planning Commission Agenda — February 4, 2009.
2. Capital Improvement Projects Update — January 2009.
B. Items From Council
1. Correspondence to Member of Congress Dennis Cardoza dated
January 26, 2009 regarding Housing Opportunity and Mortgage
Equity Act from Mayor Wooten.

C. Items From Other Agencies

1. Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board Agenda —
February 5, 2009.

2. The International Awards for Liveable Comnmnities’ 2009
LivCom Awards — October 8-12, 2009.

b /. [
John M. Bramble '
City Manager

JMB/CI013009



MEMORANDUM '
| o JAN 21 2009
TO: - Kim Espinosa, Planning Manager
' City of Merced Planning & Permitting Division ~ CiTY OF MEACED
678 West 18th Street PLANTIRG DT
Merced, CA 95340
CC: Mayor, City Council members and other interested parties
FROM: The Merced Stop Wal-Mart Action Team
1735 Canal St. Suite 13
Merced, CA 95340
swat@mercedstopwalmart.org
DATE: _ January 20, 2008 .
RE: - Proposed Abandonment of a Portion of a Certain Right-of~-Way and Storm

Drain Detention Basin for the Campus Parkway Project
Environmental Review #08-52 (CEQA Section 15162 Finding)
Ms. Espinosa:

We are the Merced Stop Wal-Mart Action Team: a broad, grassroots coalition of
community groups and thousands of Merced residents opposed to the construction of the
proposed Wal-Mart distribution center in Southeast Merced. Many of our members and
supporters live in South and Southeast Merced, meaning that our health and quality of
life will be among those most affected by the proposed distribution center and other

- development in southeast Merced.

We are writing to continue our previous comments found in the City Council
Administrative Report as Attachment #5.

Summary

The City proposes to vacate to Lyons [nvestments a 59,729 sq. ft. piece of land (a map is
found in Staff Report Attachment #1). This is land for which the City paid Lyons
Investments about $90,000 in 2006, but the City does not propose to request any refund
from Lyons for returning it by means of the vacation. The area was intended to be a storm
drain basin for the Campus Parkway, but, according to the City, it was determined to be
no longer needed. The City describes the impact of this abandonment as “negligible.”

The City also proposes to acquire a 3,718 sq. ft. piece of land located at the southeast
corner of the Campus Parkway and Childs Ave. intersection fo be used as an additional
and/or modified right turn lane from Northbound Campus Parkway onto Eastbound
Childs Ave. A 10 ft. temporary construction casement would surround both of these
pieces of land. The draft City Council Resolution included in the Staff Report describes



the vacation 2 %ndltlonal upon the acquisition of the 3,718 sq. ft. piece of land near

PR Child¥atye. og qr'before Feb. 13, 2009,

; i

oh ‘preve;*thé Cit)-_? also proposes to independently acquire 10,150 sq. ft. of land along

v .Gerard Ave. The staff report identifies the use of the Gerard Ave. land only as “additional
right of way” and claims without explanation that both pieces of land to be acquired
“[add] to the functionality of the Campus Parkway project.” The accompanying plat
maps, legal description and the rationale for bundling the Gerard Ave. land to be acquired
with this action are confusing, contradictory, and obscure. Therefore, we must use these
comments to shed light on the subject.

We are obliged to point out that, before City Council can adopt the draft resolution
approving the vacation, the City must:

¢ Show fiscal responsibility and demand that Lyons Investments refund the portion
- of fee reimbursement it received in 2006 from the City of Merced for the land
now proposed for vacation—according to the assessment value used when right-
of-way was originally acquired, Lyons Investments should refund the City
$89,126.70;

¢ Appropriately amend the “Public Facilities Impact Fee Credit or Reimbursement
Agreement” entéred into by the City and Lyons Investments in 2006;

» Amend Lot Split Resolution #871, including Condition #7, which requires
dedication of the area proposed to be abandoned and the constructmn of storm.
drainage improvements on this land;

¢ Add an addendum to the Campus Parkway EIR/EIS that explains the new
information that prompted the City to believe land originally intended as a storm
drain basin is in fact unneeded and can be abandoned without loss of critical

. storm drainage capacity, as well as why changes to the right turn lane
configuration from the Campus Parkway onto ChlldS Ave. is necessary, including
any traffic study conducted;

» Describe why the City now believes that the expansion of the Childs
Ave./Campus Parkway intersection requires no environmental review after
several years of arguing the opposite in various environmental documents;

» Describe the intended use of the 10,150 sq. ft. of land to be acquired along Gerard
Ave. and how this acquisition and subsequent improvement interacts with
surrounding development, including the Lyons Investments properties and the
proposed Wal-Mart distribution center;

Fiscal Responsibility

On Feb. 6, 2006, the City of Merced and Lyons Investments entered into a “Public
Facilities Impact Fee Credit or Reimbursement Agreement” for storm basin right-of-way
and oversize right-of-way dedication “in excess of 74 feet (collector standard) or'37 feet
measured from both the east and west ultimate right-of-way line.” Per this agreement, the
City of Merced paid $758,615 to Lyons Investments in April 2006 to acquire 21 acres of
land. This included $464,490 for storm basin right-of-way, including the land now
proposed for vacation, which was purchased at $65,000 per acre. At 59,729 sq. ft., or
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1.37118 acres, the land proposed for vacation cost the City $89,126. 70 when Lyons
Investments dedicated it in 2006.

Furthermore, it is important to note that Lyons Investments is not eligible for
reimbursement for the land now proposed for acquisition by the City. In September
1998, the Merced City Council approved Expanded Initial Study #97-22 for the Lyons
Annexation, adding approximately 484 acres of agricultural land pre-zoned as Heavy-
Industrial (I-H) in the southeast corner of the City of Merced. The Expanded Initial Study
also includes a number of mitigation measures that are binding on future development
within the annexation area, including Transportation/Circulation item M-3:
M-3 The developer shall dedicate the full right-of-way for all arterial and higher order streets
within the Project boundaries as defined in the Merced Vision 2015 General Pian. For those
arterial or higher order streets that are adjacent to but do not lie completely within the Project
boundaries, the developer shall dedicate half of the required right-of-way. This includes Childs
_ Avenue, Mission Avenue, and the Campus Parkway. Consistent w1th Mitigation Measure 7.b of the
Merced Vision 2015 General Plan EIR, where the extent of right-of-way dedication exceeds the City's
development standards for a collector street (currently 74 feet for a collector street located entirely
within the Project and 37 feet for a collector abutting the Project), then the developer is eligible for
reimbursements in accordance with the City's Public Facilities Impact Fee Ordinance and guidelines,
unless a traffic study determines that the Project's traffic impacts require additional dedication.
{emphasis supplied)

The 10,150 sq. ft. piece of land along Gerard Ave. is part of a planned minor arterial in
the City General Plan and falls completely within the project boundaries and is therefore
not eligible for reimbursements. The 3,718 sq. fi. piece of land along Childs Ave. is an
arterial adjacent to the annexation area and therefore Lyons is contractually obligated to
dedicate this required right-of-way without reimbursement as well.

Our members include taxpayers who reside within the City of Merced. As former City
Manager Jim Marshall wrote in his final memo for the fiscal year 2008-2009 City of
Merced Municipal Budget:
We are public servants. We need to keep a narrow focus during tight budgets and not attempt to
publicly finance every project or program that presents itself. Basic public services must not be diluted
at the expense of providing deep pocket funding to those who are unwilling or unable to develop their
own source of capital. Be vigilant.

In the spirit of fiscal responsibility and vigilance, we demand that the City obtain a refund
for the portion of storm drain basin right-of-way it purchased from Lyons Investments
but has determined is no longer needed. The land at issue has both market value, and, as
indicated in the Administrative Report, potential future “bike path and open space
benefits.” To return this land to Lyons Investments without fair compéensation would be
to waste valuable City assets. We demand, then, that the City obtain a refund from Lyons
Investments for the costs of acquiring and later abandoning this piece of land, including
at least $89,126.70 for the land itself, as well as compensation for staff time and

attorney’s fees. We also remind the City of California Code Section 526a:
An action to obtain a judgment, restraining and preventing any illegal expenditure of, waste of, or
injury to, the estate, funds, or other property of a county, town, city or city and county of the state, may
be maintained against any officer thereof, or any agent, or other person, acting in its behalf, either by a



citizen resident therein, or by a corporation, who is assessed for and is liable to pay, or, within one year
before the commencement of the action, has paid, a tax therein.

Amendments to Existing Agreements and Resolutions

On December 15, 2005, during the final review of the Campus Parkway EIR/EIS, the
City of Merced Minor Subdivision Committee approved the resubdivision of 313 acres of
the Lyons Annexation, including the portion of land the City proposes to vacate in this
action. Resolution #871 of the City’s Minor Subdivision Committee contains 14
conditions that apply to the land described in this action. Most importantly, Condition #7
of the Resolution required Lyons Investments to dedicate right-of-way along the route of
the future Campus Parkway, including the right-of-way now proposed for vacation.
Therefore, the vacation will result in non-compliance with Resolution #871 unless the
Resolution is amended prior to the vacation. '

Furthermore, the Reimbursement Agreement described above includes a finding,
contained within Recital C, that the improvements intended for the right-of-way now
proposed for vacation are critical for the city’s infrastructure. The City must amend this
finding prior to abandoning the right-of-way—and thus any potential future infrastructure
on it

Additional Environmental Review

In October 1998, the City signed a development agreement with Lyons Investments, LLC
that contains 35 “sections” that define how the City will govern future development
within the annexation area. Since the portion of land that the City proposes to vacate is
within the Lyons Annexation area, both the Expanded Initial Study #97-22 and the Lyons
Annexation development agreement contain conditions that apply to the land described in
this action. In the following years, the City and County of Merced, CalTrans and the
U.S. Department of Transportation conducted the planning and environmental review for
the Campus Parkway. The Campus Parkway EIR/EIS document was released for public
review mid-2005.

Page 2-27 of the “Project Alternatives” chapter of the Campus Parkway Final EIR/EIS
clearly describes the potential significant impacts of widening the intersection of Childs

and the Campus Parkway:
A constraint to widening the Childs Avenue intersection at Campus Parkway was identified as a result
of environmental review. The Sunshine Dairy is southwest of and adjacent to the Hartley Lateral,
which parallels the existing Childs Avenue in the area of the proposed Campus Parkway. Adding.
turning lanes on Childs Avenue may require minor relocation of the canal, which would require
acquisition of a small sliver of land in the existing fields at the Sunshine Dairy. The Sunshine Dairy
was determined eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places and the California
Register of Historic Resources. To avoid this property entirely, the traffic signal and the intersection of
Childs Avenue and Campus Parkway would be designed to minimize widening of Childs Avenue.

These same constraints were reiterated by the City in Staff Report #07-01 dated January
2007 for General Plan Amendment #06-12.



On July 5, 2005, Lyons Investments submitted a traffic study performed by Fehr & Peers
as comments on the Campus Parkway EIR/EIS. Senior Transportation Engineer Richard
Lee writes of the Childs and Campus Parkway intersection:
It is important that this intersection provide an adequate level of service for traffic, including truck
traffic, traveling to and from the existing and future industrial facilities along Childs Avenue. Please
confimm that there will be sufficient right of way on the western leg of the Childs Avenue/Campus

Parkway intersection to develop Childs Avenue as an arterial as it is designed in the City of Merced’s
1997 General Plan.

The reply:
The constraints noted in the Draft EIS/ELR would remain as long as the dairy is present When and if a
development plan is submitted for this parcel, intersection improvements (or at least right-of-way
acquisition or dedication) would be made a requirement. If no development plan is advanced for this
parcel, the intersection is still functional.

The Jan. 20, 2009 action apparently proposes to only widen the southeastern portion of
the Childs/Campus Parkway intersection. Even so, portions of the Hartley Lateral would
still need to be rebuilt. How would this impact the existing canal system in the area? Who
will conduct those improvements? Has the City notified MID that it has plans to rebuild
its canal? The staff report and Environmental Review #08-52 do not provide answers. Ini
fact, the acquisition of 3,718 sq. ft. of land for an additional right turn lane onto Childs
contradicts evidence provided in the Campus Parkway EIR/EIS; it is totally unacceptable
to tier off of this document per CEQA Guidelines 15162. Additional review is needed.

Furthermore, Condition #6 of Resolution #871 states clearly that any additional right-of-
way needed for the Childs Ave./Campus Parkway intersection must be “addressed at the
Site Plan Approval stage.” In other words, the Resolution anticipates that extra right-of-
way may be needed to accommodate future industrial projects within the Lyons
subdivision area—exactly the reason we believe the City is currently attempting to
acquire additional right-of-way in these locations—and requires this issue to be addressed
dunng site plan review. As we have noted in our previous comments, the present action
is in this and many other ways a part of the Wal-Mart distribution center project and/or
other future Lyons industrial projects, and must be reviewed as part of those projects, not
independently.

Conditions of Approval

The City has noted the value of this land as open space, and the Administrative Report
implies that even after abandonment the land will remain open space. If this is accurate,
it would alleviate some of our concerns regarding the action. Therefore, when
abandoning this piece of land, we also request that the City add certain conditions,
particularly that Lyons Investments place the land into an easement that guarantees its
use as open space in perpetuily, and that it will not be used to piecemeal the development
of other industrial development or induce other types of high-polluting development in
the area.



Attachments:

Lyons Annexation Development Agreement, signed Oct. 19, 1998, and Lyons
Annexation Expanded Initial Study #97-22 mitigation measures
http://www.mercedstopwalmart.org/images/SWAT PDFS/iyonsdevelopmentagreement D

df

Public Facilities Impact Fee Credit or Reimbursement Agreement dated February 6,
2006, and Lot Split Resolution #871, adopted Dec. 19, 2005
http://mercedstopwalmart.org/images/SWAT PDFS/lyonsreimbursement.pdf
City of Merced Staff Report #07-01 to Planning Commission, Jan: 17, 2007.
http://www cityofmerced.org/civica/filebank/blobdload asp?BlobID=5047
Campus Parkway Final EIR/EIS
hitp://www.dot.ca.gov/dist]10/media/docs/CampusParkwayFinal EIS.odf

City of Merced 2015 General Plan, Chapter 4: Transportation and Circulation
http://www.citvofmerced.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BloblD=3997
Marshall, James G. “Fiscal Year 2008-2009 City of Merced Municipal Budget,”
http:/fwww cityofmerced.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BloblD=6494
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