Know Your California Bicycle Laws

LAWS PERTAINING TO THE OPERATION/OWNERSHIP OF BICYCLES:

VC8231

Definition of Bicycle, as it refers to the Vehicle Code:

A bicycle is a device upon which any person may ride, propelled exclusively by
human power through a belt, chain, or gears, and having one or more wheels.
Persons riding bicycles are subject to the provisions of this code specified in
Sections 21200 and 21200.5.

VC821200

Bicycle Use

(a) Every person riding a bicycle upon a highway has all the rights and is subject
to all the provisions applicable to the driver of a vehicle by this division,
including, but not limited to, provisions concerning driving under the influence
of alcoholic beverages or drugs, and by Division 10 (commencing with
Section 20000), Section 27400, Division 16.7 (commencing with Section
39000), Division 17 (commencing with Section 40000.1), and Division 18
(commencing with Section 42000), except those provisions which by their
very nature can have no application.

(b) (1)

(2)

Any peace officer, as defined in Chapter 4.5 (commencing with Section

830) of Title 3 of Part 2 of the Penal Code, operating a bicycle during the

course of his or her duties is exempt from the requirements of

subdivision (a), except as those requirements relate to driving under the

influence of alcoholic beverages or drugs, if the bicycle is being operated

under any of the following circumstances:

(A) Inresponse to an emergency call.

(B) While engaged in rescue operations.

(C) In the immediate pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the
law.

This subdivision does not relieve a peace officer from the duty to operate

a bicycle with due regard for the safety of all persons using the highway.

VC821200.5 Bicycling Under the Influence of Alcohol or Drugs

Notwithstanding Section 21200, it is unlawful for any person to ride a bicycle upon
a highway while under the influence of an alcoholic beverage or any drug, or under
the combined influence of an alcoholic beverage and any drug. Any person
arrested for a violation of this section may request to have a chemical test made of
the person's blood, breath, or urine for the purpose of determining the alcoholic or
drug content of that person's blood pursuant to Section 23612, and, if so
requested, the arresting officer shall have the test performed. A conviction of a
violation of this section shall be punished by a fine of not more than two hundred
fifty dollars ($250). Violations of this section are subject to Section 13202.5.
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VC821201 Equipment Requirements:

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

()

No person shall operate a bicycle on a roadway unless it is equipped with a
brake which will enable the operator to make one braked wheel skid on dry,
level, clean pavement.

No person shall operate on the highway a bicycle equipped with handlebars

so raised that the operator must elevate his hands above the level of his

shoulders in order to grasp the normal steering grip area.

No person shall operate upon a highway a bicycle that is of a size that

prevents the operator from safely stopping the bicycle, supporting it in an

upright position with at least one foot on the ground, and restarting it in a safe
manner.

A bicycle operated during darkness upon a highway, a sidewalk where bicycle

operation is not prohibited by the local jurisdiction, or a bikeway, as defined in

Section 890.4 of the Streets and Highways Code, shall be equipped with all of

the following:

(1) A lamp emitting a white light that, while the bicycle is in motion,
illuminates the highway, sidewalk, or bikeway in front of the bicyclist and
is visible from a distance of 300 feet in front and from the sides of the
bicycle.

(2) Ared reflector on the rear that shall be visible from a distance of 500 feet
to the rear when directly in front of lawful upper beams of headlamps on
a motor vehicle.

(3) A white or yellow reflector on each pedal, shoe, or ankle visible from the
front and rear of the bicycle from a distance of 200 feet.

(4) A white or yellow reflector on each side forward of the center of the
bicycle, and a white or red reflector on each side to the rear of the center
of the bicycle, except that bicycles that are equipped with reflectorized
tires on the front and the rear need not be equipped with these side
reflectors.

The reflectors and reflectorized tires shall be of a type meeting
requirements established by the department.

A lamp or lamp combination, emitting a white light, attached to the operator

and visible from a distance of 300 feet in front and from the sides of the

bicycle, may be used in lieu of the lamp required by paragraph (1) of

subdivision (d).

VC821201.3 Peace Officer Equipment Exceptions

(@)

A bicycle or motorized bicycle used by a peace officer, as defined in Section
830.1 of, subdivision (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), or (i) of Section 830.2 of,
subdivision (b) or (d) of Section 830.31 of, subdivision (a) or (b) of Section
830.32 of, Section 830.33 of, subdivision (a) of Section 830.36 of, subdivision
(@) of Section 830.4 of, or Section 830.6 of, the Penal Code, in the
performance of the peace officer's duties, may display a steady or flashing
blue warning light that is visible from the front, sides, or rear of the bicycle or
motorized bicycle.
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(b)

No person shall display a steady or flashing blue warning light on a bicycle or
motorized bicycle except as authorized under subdivision (a).

VC821201.5 Sale of Equipment & New Bicycles

(@)

(b)

(©)

No person shall sell, or offer for sale, a reflex reflector or reflectorized tire of a
type required on a bicycle unless it meets requirements established by the
department. If there exists a federal Consumer Product Safety Commission
regulation applicable to bicycle reflectors, the provisions of that regulation
shall prevail over provisions of this code or requirements established by the
department pursuant to this code relative to bicycle reflectors.

No person shall sell, or offer for sale, a new bicycle that is not equipped with a
red reflector on the rear, a white or yellow reflector on each pedal visible from
the front and rear of the bicycle, a white or yellow reflector on each side
forward of the center of the bicycle, and a white or red reflector on each side
to the rear of the center of the bicycle, except that bicycles which are
equipped with reflectorized tires on the front and rear need not be equipped
with these side reflectors.

Area reflectorizing material meeting the requirements of Section 25500 may
be used on a bicycle.

VC821202 Duty of Bicycle Operator: Operation on Roadway

(@)

(b)

Any person operating a bicycle upon a roadway at a speed less than the
normal speed of traffic moving in the same direction at that time shall ride as
close as practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway except
under any of the following situations:

(1) When overtaking and passing another bicycle or vehicle proceeding in
the same direction.

(2) When preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into a private road or
driveway.

(3) When reasonably necessary to avoid conditions (including, but not
limited to, fixed or moving objects, vehicles, bicycles, pedestrians,
animals, surface hazards, or substandard width lanes) that make it
unsafe to continue along the right-hand curb or edge, subject to the
provisions of Section 21656. For purposes of this section, a
"substandard width lane" is a lane that is too narrow for a bicycle and a
vehicle to travel safely side by side within the lane.

(4) When approaching a place where a right turn is authorized.

Any person operating a bicycle upon a roadway of a highway, which highway

carries traffic in one direction only and has two or more marked traffic lanes,

may ride as near the left-hand curb or edge of that roadway as practicable.

VC821203 Hitching Rides
No person riding upon any motorcycle, motorized bicycle, bicycle, coaster, roller
skates, sled, or toy vehicle shall attach the same or himself to any streetcar or
vehicle on the roadway.
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VC821204 Riding on Bicycle

(@)
(b)

No person operating a bicycle upon a highway shall ride other than upon or
astride a permanent and regular seat attached thereto.

No operator shall allow a person riding as a passenger, and no person shall
ride as a passenger, on a bicycle upon a highway other than upon or astride a
separate seat attached thereto. If the passenger is four years of age or
younger, or weighs 40 pounds or less, the seat shall have adequate provision
for retaining the passenger in place and for protecting the passenger from the
moving parts of the bicycle.

VC821205 Carrying Articles
No person operating a bicycle shall carry any package, bundle or article which
prevents the operator from keeping at least one hand upon the handlebars.

VC821206 Local Agency Authority — Registration/Parking/Operation
This chapter does not prevent local authorities, by ordinance, from regulating the
registration of bicycles and the parking and operation of bicycles on pedestrian or
bicycle facilities, provided such regulation is not in conflict with the provisions of
this code.

VC821207 Local Agency Authority — Bicycle Lanes

(@)

(b)

This chapter does not prohibit local authorities from establishing, by
ordinance or resolution, bicycle lanes separated from any vehicular lanes
upon highways, other than state highways as defined in Section 24 of the
Streets and Highways Code and county highways established pursuant to
Article 5 (commencing with Section 1720) of Chapter 9 of Division 2 of the
Streets and Highways Code.

Bicycle lanes established pursuant to this section shall be constructed in
compliance with Section 891 of the Streets and Highways Code.

VC821207.5 Motorized Bicycles
Notwithstanding Sections 21207 and 23127 of this code, or any other provision of
law, no motorized bicycle may be operated on a bicycle path or trail, bikeway,
bicycle lane established pursuant to Section 21207, equestrian trail, or hiking or
recreational trail, unless it is within or adjacent to a roadway or unless the local
authority or the governing body of a public agency having jurisdiction over such
path or trail permits, by ordinance, such operation.

VC821208 Permitted Movements from Bicycle Lanes

(@)

Whenever a bicycle lane has been established on a roadway pursuant to
Section 21207, any person operating a bicycle upon the roadway at a speed
less than the normal speed of traffic moving in the same direction at that time
shall ride within the bicycle lane, except that the person may move out of the
lane under any of the following situations:
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(b)

(1) When overtaking and passing another bicycle, vehicle, or pedestrian
within the lane or about to enter the lane if the overtaking and passing
cannot be done safely within the lane.

(2) When preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into a private road or
driveway.

(3) When reasonably necessary to leave the bicycle lane to avoid debris or
other hazardous conditions.

(4) When approaching a place where a right turn is authorized.

No person operating a bicycle shall leave a bicycle lane until the movement

can be made with reasonable safety and then only after giving an appropriate

signal in the manner provided in Chapter 6 (commencing with Section 22100)

in the event that any vehicle may be affected by the movement.

VC821209 Motor Vehicles in Bicycle Lanes

(@)

(b)

No person shall drive a motor vehicle in a bicycle lane established on a
roadway pursuant to Section 21207 except as follows:

(1) To park where parking is permitted.

(2) To enter or leave the roadway.

(3) To prepare for a turn within a distance of 200 feet from the intersection.
This section does not prohibit the use of a motorized bicycle in a bicycle lane,
pursuant to Section 21207.5, at a speed no greater than is reasonable or
prudent, having due regard for visibility, traffic conditions, and the condition of
the roadway surface of the bicycle lane, and in a manner which does not
endanger the safety of bicyclists.

VC821210 Parking
No person shall leave a bicycle lying on its side on any sidewalk, or shall park a
bicycle on a sidewalk in any other position, so that there is not an adequate path
for pedestrian traffic. Local authorities may, by ordinance or resolution, prohibit
bicycle parking in designated areas of the public highway, provided that
appropriate signs are erected.

VC821211 Obstruction of Bikeways

(@)

(b)

(©)

No person may stop, stand, sit, or loiter upon any class | bikeway, as defined
in subdivision (a) of Section 890.4 of the Streets and Highways Code, or any
other public or private bicycle path or trail, if the stopping, standing, sitting, or
loitering impedes or blocks the normal and reasonable movement of any
bicyclist.

No person may place or park any bicycle, vehicle, or any other object upon
any bikeway or bicycle path or trail, as specified in subdivision (a), which
impedes or blocks the normal and reasonable movement of any bicyclist
unless the placement or parking is necessary for safe operation or is
otherwise in compliance with the law.

This section does not apply to drivers or owners of utility or public utility
vehicles, as provided in Section 22512.
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(d)

()

(f)

This section does not apply to owners or drivers of vehicles who make brief
stops while engaged in the delivery of newspapers to customers along the
person's route.

This section does not apply to the driver or owner of a rubbish or garbage
truck while actually engaged in the collection of rubbish or garbage within a
business or residence district if the front turn signal lamps at each side of the
vehicle are being flashed simultaneously and the rear turn signal lamps at
each side of the vehicle are being flashed simultaneously.

This section does not apply to the driver or owner of a tow vehicle while
actually engaged in the towing of a vehicle if the front turn signal lamps at
each side of the vehicle are being flashed simultaneously and the rear turn
signal lamps at each side of the vehicle are being flashed simultaneously.

VC821212 Youth Helmets

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

()

(f)

A person under 18 years of age shall not operate a bicycle, a honmotorized
scooter, or a skateboard, nor shall they wear in-line or roller skates, nor ride
upon a bicycle, a nonmotorized scooter, or a skateboard as a passenger,
upon a street, bikeway, as defined in Section 890.4 of the Streets and
Highways Code, or any other public bicycle path or trail unless that person is
wearing a properly fitted and fastened bicycle helmet that meets the
standards of either the American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) or
the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), or
standards subsequently established by those entities. This requirement also
applies to a person who rides upon a bicycle while in a restraining seat that is
attached to the bicycle or in a trailer towed by the bicycle.

Any helmet sold or offered for sale for use by operators and passengers of
bicycles, nonmotorized scooters, skateboards, or in-line or roller skates shall
be conspicuously labeled in accordance with the standard described in
subdivision (a) which shall constitute the manufacturer's certification that the
helmet conforms to the applicable safety standards.

No person shall sell, or offer for sale, for use by an operator or passenger of a
bicycle, nonmotorized scooter, skateboard, or in-line or roller skates any
safety helmet which is not of a type meeting requirements established by this
section.

Any charge under this subdivision shall be dismissed when the person
charged alleges in court, under oath, that the charge against the person is the
first charge against that person under this subdivision, unless it is otherwise
established in court that the charge is not the first charge against the person.
Except as provided in subdivision (d), a violation of this section is an infraction
punishable by a fine of not more than twenty-five dollars ($25). The parent or
legal guardian having control or custody of an unemancipated minor whose
conduct violates this section shall be jointly and severally liable with the minor
for the amount of the fine imposed pursuant to this subdivision.
Notwithstanding Section 1463 of the Penal Code or any other provision of
law, the fines collected for a violation of this section shall be allocated as
follows:
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(1) Seventy-two and one-half percent of the amount collected shall be
deposited in a special account of the county health department, to be
used for bicycle, nonmotorized scooter, skateboard, and in-line and roller
skate safety education and for assisting low-income families in obtaining
approved bicycle helmets for children under the age of 18 years, either
on a loan or purchase basis. The county may contract for the
implementation of this program, which, to the extent practicable, shall be
operated in conjunction with the child passenger restraint program
pursuant to Section 27360.

(2) Two and one-half percent of the amount collected shall be deposited in
the county treasury to be used by the county to administer the program
described in paragraph (1).

(3) If the violation occurred within a city, 25 percent of the amount collected
shall be transferred to and deposited in the treasury of that city. If the
violation occurred in an unincorporated area, this 25 percent shall be
deposited and used pursuant to paragraph (1).

VC821650.1 Bicycles on Roadways- Direction of Travel
A bicycle operated on a roadway, or the shoulder of a highway, shall be operated
in the same direction as vehicles are required to be driven upon the roadway.

VC821960 Bicycling on Freeways

(@)

(b)

The Department of Transportation and local authorities, by order, ordinance,
or resolution, with respect to freeways, expressways, or designated portions
thereof under their respective jurisdictions, to which vehicle access is
completely or partially controlled, may prohibit or restrict the use of the
freeways, expressways, or any portion thereof by pedestrians, bicycles or
other nonmotorized traffic or by any person operating a motor-driven cycle,
motorized bicycle, or motorized scooter. A prohibition or restriction pertaining
to bicycles, motor-driven cycles, or motorized scooters shall be deemed to
include motorized bicycles; and no person may operate a motorized bicycle
wherever that prohibition or restriction is in force. Notwithstanding any
provisions of any order, ordinance, or resolution to the contrary, the driver or
passengers of a disabled vehicle stopped on a freeway or expressway may
walk to the nearest exit, in either direction, on that side of the freeway or
expressway upon which the vehicle is disabled, from which telephone or
motor vehicle repair services are available.

The prohibitory regulation authorized by subdivision (a) shall be effective
when appropriate signs giving notice thereof are erected upon any freeway or
expressway and the approaches thereto. If any portion of a county freeway or
expressway is contained within the limits of a city within the county, the
county may erect signs on hat portion as required under this subdivision if the
ordinance has been approved by the city pursuant to subdivision (b) of
Section 1730 of the Streets and Highways Code.
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VC822111 Hand Signals

All required signals given by hand and arm shall be given from the left side of a

vehicle in the following manner:

(&) Left turn--hand and arm extended horizontally beyond the side of the vehicle.

(b) Right turn--hand and arm extended upward beyond the side of the vehicle,
except that a bicyclist may extend the right hand and arm horizontally to the
right side of the bicycle.

(c) Stop or sudden decrease of speed signal--hand and arm extended downward
beyond the side of the vehicle.

VC823330 Toll Crossing

Except where a special permit has been obtained from the Department of

Transportation under the provisions of Article 6 (commencing with Section 35780)

of Chapter 5 of Division 15, none of the following shall be permitted on any

vehicular crossing:

(b) Bicycles, motorized bicycles, or motorized scooters, unless the department by
signs indicates that bicycles, motorized bicycles, or motorized scooters, or
any combination thereof, are permitted upon all or any portion of the vehicular
crossing.

VC827400 Headsets and Earplugs
A person operating a motor vehicle or bicycle may not wear a headset covering, or
earplugs in, both ears.
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CALIFORNIA LAWS PERTAINING TO BICYCLE LICENSING:

VC839001 Licensing Procedures

(@)

(b)

(©)

The department shall procure and distribute bicycle license indicia and
registration forms to all counties and cities which have adopted a bicycle
licensing ordinance or resolution. Those counties and cities shall issue the
indicia and registration form to the owner of any new bicycle, and may, upon
request of the owner, issue an indicia and registration form to the owner of
any bicycle which complies with Section 39007. The department shall charge
and collect a fee, not to exceed the cost of procuring and distributing the
license indicia and registration form, for each bicycle license indicia and
registration form issued. All fees collected pursuant to this section shall be
deposited in the Motor Vehicle Account in the State Transportation Fund.
Those fees are hereby continuously appropriated from the account for use by
the department to defray costs to procure and distribute the bicycle license
indicia and registration forms.

The director shall design the bicycle license indicia and registration form
described in subdivision (a), and shall establish procedures for the distribution
of the indicia and registration form to counties and cities. The indicia shall be
adhesive, durable, flexible, and of a size to permit it to be affixed to the front
of the seat tube of the bicycle frame. Each indicia shall bear a unique license
number and shall be permanently assigned to a bicycle. Each registration
form shall comply with Section 39005.

Bicycle licenses shall be renewed uniformly throughout the state on January 1
of the third year following the year of registration. Renewal of a bicycle
license shall be indicated by a supplementary adhesive device affixed parallel
to, and above or below, the indicia, with the expiration date showing.

VC839002 License Requirement

(@)

(b)

A city or county, which adopts a bicycle licensing ordinance or resolution, may
provide in the ordinance or resolution that no resident shall operate any
bicycle, as specified in the ordinance, on any street, road, highway, or other
public property within the jurisdiction of the city or county, as the case may
be, unless the bicycle is licensed in accordance with this division.

It is unlawful for any person to tamper with, destroy, mutilate, or alter any
license indicia or registration form, or to remove, alter, or mutilate the serial
number, or the identifying marks of a licensing agency's identifying symbol, on
any bicycle frame licensed under this division.

VC839003 License Issuance
If a city or county has or adopts a bicycle licensing ordinance or resolution, indicia
and a copy of the registration form obtained from the department shall be issued to
the owner by the city or county or other licensing agency designated by it.
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VC839004 Licensing Agency Reguirements

Each licensing agency, by ordinance or resolution, may adopt rules and

regulations for the collection of license fees. Revenues from license fees shall be

retained by the licensing city or county and shall be used for the support of such

bicycle ordinance or resolution, and may be used to reimburse retailers for

services rendered. In addition, fees collected shall be used to improve bicycle

safety programs and establish bicycle facilities, including bicycle paths and lanes,

within the limits of the jurisdiction. The fees required to be paid pursuant to this

division are as follows:

(&) For each new bicycle license and registration certificate, the sum shall not
exceed four dollars ($4) per year or any portion thereof.

(b) For each transfer of registration certificate, the sum shall not exceed two
dollars ($2).

(c) For each replacement of a bicycle license or registration certificate, the sum
shall not exceed two dollars ($2).

(d) For each bicycle license renewal, the sum shall not exceed two dollars ($2)
per year.

VC839005 License Recordkeeping
Cities and counties having a bicycle licensing ordinance or resolution shall
maintain records of each bicycle registered. Such records shall include, but not be
limited to, the license number, the serial number of the bicycle, the make and type,
of the bicycle, and the name and address of the licensee. Records shall be
maintained by the licensing agency during the period of validity of the license or
until notification that the bicycle is no longer to be operated.

VC839006 Bicycle Retailers and Dealers

(&) Each bicycle retailer and each bicycle dealer shall supply to each purchaser a
preregistration form provided by the licensing agency and shall include, on
the sales check or receipt given to the purchaser, a record of the following
information: name of retailer, address of retailer, year and make of the
bicycle, serial number of the bicycle if delivered to the purchaser in an
assembled state, general description of the bicycle, name of purchaser, and
address of purchaser. A copy of the preregistration form shall be filled out
and forwarded by the purchaser to the appropriate licensing agency within 10
days from the date of sale.

(b) For the purposes of this division, a bicycle dealer is any person who sells,
gives away, buys, or takes in trade for the purpose of resale, more than five
bicycles in any one calendar year, whether or not such bicycles are owned by
such person. "Bicycle dealer" also includes agents or employees of such
person.

VC839007 Serial Numbers
After December 31, 1976, no bicycle retailer shall sell any new bicycle in this state
unless such bicycle has legibly and permanently stamped or cast on its frame a
serial number, no less than one-eighth inch in size, and unique to the particular
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bicycle of each manufacturer. The serial number only shall be stamped or cast in
the head of the frame, either side of the seat tube, the toeplate, or the bottom
sprocket (crank) housing.

VC839008 Transfer of Ownership

(@)

(b)

Whenever any person sells or otherwise disposes of a bicycle, he shall
endorse upon the registration certificate previously issued for such bicycle a
written transfer of same, setting forth the name, address, telephone number
of the transferee, date of transfer, and signature of the transferor, and shall
deliver the registration certificate, so endorsed, to the licensing agency within
10 days.

Any person who purchases or otherwise acquires possession of a bicycle
shall, within 10 days of taking possession, apply for the transfer of license to
his own name. Cities and counties may establish rules and regulations to
govern and enforce the provisions of this section.

VC839009 Change of Address

(@)

(b)

Whenever the owner of a bicycle licensed pursuant to an ordinance or
resolution of a city or county changes his address, he shall within 10 days
notify the appropriate licensing agency of the old and new address.

In the event that any bicycle license indicia or registration form issued
pursuant to the provisions of this division is lost, stolen, or mutilated, the
licensee of such bicycle shall immediately notify the licensing agency, and,
within 10 days after such notification, shall apply to the licensing agency for a
duplicate license indicia or registration form. Thereupon, the licensing agency
shall issue to such licensee a replacement indicia or registration form upon
payment to the licensing agency of the appropriate fee.

VC839011 Fine Limit
No fine imposed for any violation of an ordinance or resolution, which is adopted
pursuant to this division, shall exceed ten dollars ($10).

Page 11 of 12



OTHER CALIFORNIA LAWS PERTAINING TO BICYCLE ISSUES:

Harassment of Bicyclists:
VC823110

(@)
(b)

Any person who throws any substance at a vehicle or any occupant thereof
on a highway is guilty of a misdemeanor.

(b) Any person who with intent to do great bodily injury maliciously and
willfully throws or projects any rock, brick, bottle, metal or other missile, or
projects any other substance capable of doing serious bodily harm at such
vehicle or occupant thereof is guilty of a felony and upon conviction shall be
punished by imprisonment in the state prison.

VC823111
No person in any vehicle and no pedestrian shall throw or discharge from or upon
any road or highway or adjoining area, public or private, any lighted or nonlighted
cigarette, cigar, match, or any flaming or glowing substance. This section shall be
known as the Paul Buzzo Act.

VC823112

(@)

(b)

No person shall throw or deposit, nor shall the registered owner or the driver,
if such owner is not then present in the vehicle, aid or abet in the throwing or
depositing upon any highway any bottle, can, garbage, glass, nail, offal,
paper, wire, any substance likely to injure or damage traffic using the
highway, or any noisome, nauseous, or offensive matter of any kind.

No person shall place, deposit, or dump, or cause to be placed, deposited, or
dumped, any rocks, refuse, garbage, or dirt in or upon any highway, including
any portion of the right-of-way thereof, without the consent of the state or
local agency having jurisdiction over the highway.
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