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Nos emociona anunciar que nuestros mercados de agricultores están de regreso—cada dos
miércoles de 8 a.m. a 12 p.m. comenzando el 28 de mayo en Golden Valley Health Centers en
Childs Avenue. Y les recordamos que también tenemos un mercado abierto todo el año, cada
sábado en la calle 16.

Nuestro objetivo es ofrecer mejor acceso a alimentos saludables y educación sobre el
bienestar, especialmente en áreas como South Merced, donde hay pocos recursos de
alimentación saludable. Muchas familias enfrentan problemas crónicos como la diabetes, la
obesidad y el alcoholismo, enfermedades que también han afectado a nuestras propias
familias. Queremos ser parte de la solución.

Invitamos a todas las familias que usan EBT, WIC o cupones FMNP para personas mayores a
que vengan al mercado—se aceptan beneficios de CalFresh, lo que facilita el acceso a
alimentos nutritivos.

También ofreceremos clases gratis de nutrición en el mercado, donde enseñamos cómo
preparar comidas saludables con un presupuesto limitado y aprovechar los ingredientes de
temporada.

Estos mercados son más que un lugar para comprar—son espacios para la conexión, la
información y el crecimiento comunitario.

Gracias por su tiempo y apoyo. ¡Esperamos verlos en el mercado!

Rocio Gonzalez|Founder|Health & Wellness For All|Instagram|FB|Kind Neighbor
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Comment for Item K.4 25-303  - Authorization of Use of South Merced Funding from General 
Fund of $350,000 and economic Development Opportunity  
 
 

Good afternoon Mayor, Councilmembers, and City Staff, 

My name is Alicia Rivera and I work for Leadership Counsel. While it is encouraging to see the 
City Council prioritizing the restoration and improvement of the Stephen Leonard Youth Center, 
which serves as an important space for youth engagement and community programs, it is crucial 
to ensure that the use of South Merced’s designated funding reflects the broader needs and 
priorities of the community. 

The proposed allocation of over $500,000 from General Fund CP240001 South Merced 
Improvement and Fund 1017- Economic Development Opportunity raises important concerns 
about how these resources are being used. Economic development funds should primarily be 
directed toward long-term investments that drive sustainable economic growth, create jobs, 
support small businesses, and improve infrastructure in underserved neighborhoods like South 
Merced. 

Residents continue to face systemic challenges related to housing, employment opportunities, 
and access to essential services. These funds should be strategically invested in ways that 
directly uplift the community and improve quality of life over the long term. 

Additionally, transparency and community engagement are vital. Major financial decisions, 
especially those involving funds intended for South Merced, should involve public input. 
Residents deserve to be informed when allocations are being considered, and they must have the 
opportunity to voice their priorities and participate in the decision-making process. This is not 
just about fairness—it’s about making sure investments reflect the actual needs and aspirations of 
the people who live there. 

Going forward, South Merced residents should be clearly informed about how these funds are 
being used and what they’re intended for. There must be transparency and community 
involvement, especially when funding meant to support South Merced’s economic opportunity is 
being reallocated. 

 

Thank you,  

Alicia Rivera  

 




