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City of Merced ♦ Wastewater Treatment Facility

Land Application Program
1776 Grogan Ave, Merced, CA 95341 ♦ Phone (209) 385-6892 


SCOPE OF SERVICES
The City of Merced Land Application Division currently has in production 759 acres of various crops, such as alfalfa, winter forage, sorghum sudan, and corn silage (hereafter “Crops”). Fields may be taken out of production upon the discretion of City of Merced staff for the incorporation of biosolids, which typically occurs twice a year. The allocation of crop acreage and rotation of crops may change during the term of the Harvesting Agreement at the sole discretion of the City.
The following Terms and Conditions will apply to the harvesting of all hay crops:

1. Bidders are to formally submit the rates they charge for the complete harvesting of Crops.  See supplemental bid form. These rates will be in effect during the term of the Agreement.  

2. All Hay sales will be directed through the broker under contract, no direct purchases allowed.
3. Hay samples will be taken by City of Merced staff, and once the results are obtained, the broker and City staff will determine the approximate market value of the hay.  Brokerage of the hay crop is responsibility of the broker.  
4. The coordination of cutting, baling, spraying, irrigation, and planting is to be handled between the City’s Land Application Program Lead Worker, the City’s Operations Supervisor, and the broker.  The City of Merced has the final authority and discretion regarding irrigation timing and practices and fertilizer applications to ensure compliance with permits and regulations.
5. Balers are to be equipped with knife conditioners, and other related equipment in order to provide a suitable end product that meets the needs of the broker’s identified market.

6. All hay is to be stacked separately from each field. Bidders will be required to submit documentation showing bale count, tonnage, and crop type per field for state reporting purposes.
7. The City of Merced reserves the right to reject any or all proposals, or to accept the proposal that best serves the public, even though it may not be the least expensive.

8. Proposals are to encompass the entire harvest.
9. Contract term shall commence February 1, 2025, and end on June 30, 2027, with the option to renew for two (2) additional one-year periods. An annual review of the harvester’s performance in all aspects of service shall be performed by the City.  The City of Merced retains the right to cancel the contract at any time.
10. The successful responder will be required to enter into an Agreement that will include the requirements of this RFP as well as other requirements, including signing a Release of Liability and Indemnity Agreement as described in Attachment B. Any submission of a response without objection to the Agreement or Release of Liability and Indemnity Agreement indicates responder’s understanding and intention to sign the aforementioned Agreements. If there is a term or condition in either Agreement that responder intends to negotiate, it must be stated in their response. The City reserves the right to reject any response(s) containing exceptions or modifications to the Agreements. The Agreements are attached to this RFP and should be reviewed carefully before submitting a response as both contain indemnification clauses. 
11. Proposal for the additional costs of harvesting hay for lightweight small bales or for harvests under 1 ton per acre shall be included in the supplemental bid form.

12.  Hay harvesting invoices will be paid upon the weight tags provided by the broker per field and per cutting.  A completed work invoice will be submitted from the harvesting company declaring field number, bale count, date, large or small bale size and cutting cycle within 30 days of work being performed.
SEALED PROPOSALS will be accepted until 3:30 p.m. Friday October 25, 2024.  Proposals must be mailed or hand-delivered to City of Merced Public Wastewater Treatment Facility, 1776 Grogan Ave, Merced, CA 95341. 
Envelopes must be clearly labeled as “RFP for Hay Harvesting”.

The undersigned agrees to the harvesting, selling, brokering of all herein described hay.

The undersigned also agrees to pay all such charges as may be necessary for the purchase of the herein described Hay.


Bidder’s Name:  







By:  









Signature


Address:  







Phone Number:  







Date:  







City of Merced ♦ Wastewater Treatment Facility

Land Application Program
1776 Grogan Ave, Merced, CA 95341 ♦ Phone (209) 385-6892 


Supplemental Bid Form

       Equipment Inventory List
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Harvest Costs
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	Raking
	

	Bale
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