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WELCOME MERCED POLICE OFFICERS
ESPARZA-SANCHEZ, HERR AND
RESERVE OFFICER ANNA CALLENTE

May 12, 2023

Recently, Merced Police Department Interim Chief Craig
Gundlach had the honor of swearing in two police officers,
Jorge Esparza-Sanchez, Leon Herr, and Reserve Officer Anna
Callente.

Officer Esparza-Sanchez is from Alisco, Mexico. He earned
his Associate Degree in Administration of Justice and
Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice. Esparza-Sanchez
graduated from Fresno City College Police Academy. He
worked as a Correction Officer at Stanislaus Sheriff's
Department and the Dos Palos Police Department until
joining Merced PD.

Officer Herr is from Merced. He earned his bachelor's degree
in criminal justice from Sacramento State. Before joining the
Merced Police Department, Herr was a manager at AutoZone
and worked as a private security officer at E & J Gallo
Winery. Additionally, Herr was a member of Merced's
Explorer Program. Officer Herr is the first member of his
family to pursue a career in law enforcement.

Officer Callente is from Hanford, CA. She graduated from
Monache High School in Porterville, CA, and later joined the
Hanford C.O.S. Tulare-Kings Police Academy. Before joining
the Merced Police Department, she worked for Our House
Residential Care.

MERCED EXPLORERS HELP WITH ZOO
MAINTENANCE

The Merced Police Department is proud of the work
and dedication of the department's Explorer Program
members. Recently, the group helped with exhibit
maintenance at Applegate Zoo.

For more information about the program,

visit https://www.cityofmerced.org/dep.../police/explor
ers-program or contact Sgt. Jenkins

at jenkinsm(@cityofmerced.org



https://www.cityofmerced.org/departments/police/explorers-program?fbclid=IwAR3qqFBha3zJ0qDsx6AUhcAVvNRUCQpbHE67tUOMwG-9vv-0ZlQTUBaVyVw
https://www.cityofmerced.org/departments/police/explorers-program?fbclid=IwAR3qqFBha3zJ0qDsx6AUhcAVvNRUCQpbHE67tUOMwG-9vv-0ZlQTUBaVyVw
mailto:jenkinsm@cityofmerced.org
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE APPLEGATE ZOO

The Applegate Zoo has had a busy spring. The zoo has been hosting Merced and Stanislaus County schools, teaching
students about the animals living at the zoo and the importance of rescue and conservation. Students have enjoyed
visiting the animals, petting the tortoises, and feeding the goats. More than 300 students and teachers visited in April,
while another 700 are expected through May. The zoo is an affordable, fun field trip for schools and has seen a
significant increase in student visits in the past two years.

Meanwhile, long-time Lead Zookeeper Donna McDowell retired in April after almost 30 years of service. Donna
began her career as a volunteer, became a temporary employee, took a full-time position, and worked her way to Lead
Zookeeper. In her tenure, Donna oversaw hundreds of animals. She raised animals from infancy, including the
beloved mountain lion Mac, and nursed sick and injured zoo residents back to health. Donna also spearheaded efforts
to beautify the zoo and make it a destination where visitors could come and sit to enjoy the landscape and the animals.
The Parks and Community Services Department wishes Donna a fantastic retirement!
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MERCED COLLEGE CAREER FAIR

The Merced Police Department recently attended the Merced College Career Fair. Officers from the Bomb Squad,
SWAT, Traffic Division, and Patrol discussed career opportunities with the department.
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WHAT IS DRINKING WATER WEEK?

This week was #DrinkingWaterWeek. For more than 40 years, the American Water Works Association and
its members have celebrated Drinking Water Week — a unique opportunity for both water professionals and
the communities they serve to recognize the vital role water plays in our daily lives.

In 1988, AWWA brought Drinking Water Week to the attention of the U.S. Government and formed a
coalition along with the League of Women Voters, the Association of State Drinking Water Administrators,
and the US Environmental Protection Agency.

Rep. Robert Roe and Sen. Dennis DeConcini subsequently sponsored a resolution to name the first week of
May as Drinking Water Week, and the week-long observance was declared in a joint congressional
resolution signed by then President Ronald Reagan.
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4th Annual

WE WALK 2023

Registration opens March 1st! e« Virtual walk from April 1- May 26, 2023!
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Youth Basketball Report Card

PARKS &
COMMUNITY
SERVICES

&

 American Indian or Alaskan
Native

= Asian or Pacific Islander

= African American or Black

Who did we serve? 2%,

Hispanic, Latino(a)

= White/Caucasian

= Prefer not to Answer

- 45% = Other
1%

Did our program
increase your child's
confidence? Yes

o
Outcomes = Nicther agree no disagree

_go%

How likely are you to
sign your child up for
Parks and Rec.
programs again?

Very Uikely

Satisfaction ot Likely

o 209- 385-6855 0 632 W 18th Street, Merced CA 95340

City of Merced Parks and Recreation

S~
P\ SWIMMING

LESSONS H.I.T.S.

For children 6 months to 16 years

REGISTRATION BEGINS ON MAY 1ST, AT 9:00AM IN
OUR OFFICE LOCATED AT 632 W. 18TH ST. MERCED

Swim lessons will be held at McNamara Pool
Cost: $35 per child per session

Sessions and Dates Class Type and Age

Parent & Me: 6 months-3 years
Session 1:  June 20 - 29 Tiny Tots 1: Ages 5-5
Tiny Tots 2: Ages 4-6
Beginner Prep: Ages 7-10
Streke Technique:  Ages 8-16

Session 2: July 10 - 20

Registration held May Ist -July 14th

Registration must be IN PERSON from May Ist - May 12th

Questions? Give us a call at (209) 385-6235

HITS 1
(Beginner)
Session 1: June 6th-15th
Session 3: July 6th-13th

HITS 2
(Intermediate)
Session 2: June 20th-29th
Session 4: July 18th-27th

SUMMER SESSIONS
9 AM - 12 PM | TUES. & THURS. | AGES: 6-10YRS

1045 W. 25TH ST. MERCED, CA 95340
(NEXT TO THE BASKETBALL COURT)

FREE
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Awareness
Menth
in Mercee County

Join us for anoutreach eventin honor of
Mental Health Awareness Month!

MAY 24,2023 - 9:00 A.M.-12:00P.M.
301E.13TH ST, MERCED, CA 95341
(INTHEBACK PARKINGLOT ALONG 15TH STREET)

+MENTALHEALTHRESOURCES - ENTERDRAWINGS -
+FREE T-SHIRTS - SNACKS-

*WHILE SUPPLIESLAST"

Call 1-866-626-6472

or email
M ¢ MHSA@countyofmerced.com
ﬂ% for moreinformation

COUNTY

Behavioral Health and Recovery Services

Begins May 14th, 2023
Every Sunday: 10:30am -11:30am
Location: Bear Creek Park Strip
on 28th & H Street
Instructor: Gina Nardone

*Bring a Towel or Mat*

_For more information contact:

City of Merced Parks
Parks and Community Services Life , [:E!E

(209)385-6235
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THE MERCED

WWW.MERCEDBICYCLECOALITION.ORG

vv RIDE WITH
20 THE MAYOR

Enjoy a leisurely ride on Merced's beautiful bikeways, with Mayor Matt
Serratto. Meet at Bob Hart Square in downtown Merced and sign in at
8:30am. Ride starts at 9am and ends with a refreshment stop.

Free bike related goodies while supplies last!
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YOUTH: EVERY S FREE PROGRAM

TUESDAY NIGHT - DROBEINE 4 s
"'""'_--ml-:s T8 UP MAY 1.ETH - JUNE 22ND §

6:30PM -T: QOFPM INSTRUCTION
7:00PM -E"DDPM OPEN PLAY

FOR INFORMATION:

EMAIL: |
ACL BKILL LEVELS ' ; PiGKLEBALLhEHGED@aMmL_ch

, OR CALL:
ARE WELCOMEL ; = cITY OF MERGED

RN : PARKS & COMMUNITY SERVICES
- ﬁ y AT (209)385-6235

e
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hﬂUL‘I‘ S:  EVERY
THURSDAY NIGHT

6:30PM - T: 00 PM INSTRUCTION
7:00PM -5t .o0PM OPEN PLAY




