
Maria Mendoza Named 

Manager of Economic 

Development 

March 25, 2022

City Manager Stephanie Dietz recently announced the 

appointment of Maria Mendoza as Manager of Economic 

Development.  

“With more than 15 years of experience to this position, 

Maria’s understanding of the City, both in commercial and 

industrial development, has been key to our growing 

successes in these areas. We are confident of her ability to 

manage the economic development of our City,” said Dietz. 

Maria is responsible for managing and coordinating the 

planning and implementation of the City’s economic 

development programs, including business attraction, 

retention, and expansion, management of various City 

properties and real estate transactions, marketing, and 

related functions. She will also represent the City and the 

Department with citizens, community organizations, and 

other government agencies. 

Deputy City Manager, Frank Qunitero said, “Maria has 

been a cornerstone of our economic development efforts 

over the past 12 years. Her ability to forge relationships 

within the development industry made her the ideal choice 

to lead our economic development team.  

For Mendoza, being able to play a vital role in the 

continued growth of Merced is what interests her most. 

“Understanding the opportunities here in Merced is key. 

What makes our community special are the business owners 

who choose to stake their livelihoods here.  

“As we appreciate continued interest from prospective 

developers and businesses, I am looking forward to 

facilitating interactions and generating interest to further the 

City’s economic development goals,” she said. 

Alicia Gorman serves the City of Merced as a detective 

assigned to investigate Sexual Assault and Child Abuse cases. 

Gorman initially planned on attending law school. However, 

in 2004, while evaluating her options, she was hired as a 

Community Liaison with the City of Merced. A position she 

held until 2008 when she was hired by Merced County 

Probation and served for seven years as a Deputy Probation 

Officer.  

"Initially, my goal was to attend law school," said Gorman. 

However, what encouraged me to serve as a police officer was 

my experience working closely with officers during my initial 

roles with the City and County. My co-workers were friendly 

and helpful, and I was encouraged by many of the 

Department's advancements. For example, this Department 

was one of the first agencies in the country where officers 

wore body cameras. As I became more experienced, I felt I 

could serve my community best by becoming a police 

officer," she said. 

Detective Gorman has been with the Merced Police 

Department since June of 2016. In November of 2019, she 

was reassigned to the Investigations Department. From 2019 

to 2021, she was assigned to the Investigations High-Tech 

Division. There, she conducted forensic examinations on cell 

phones and computers. In June of 2021, she began 

investigating sexual assaults and child abuse. 

When asked what she likes most about the role, she shared, "I 

can utilize my skillset in investigations and technology, which 

provides a sense of security to victims of violent crimes. I 

enjoy interacting with our community during events like the 

Department's Community Police Academy. I believe it's 

essential to help develop other officers by sharing my 

expertise and experience. 

Meet Detective 

Alicia Gorman 
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Sharks in Applegate Park 
 

On Wednesday, representatives from the San Jose Sharks, El Capitan Hotel and City of Merced unveiled a new 

tealtop street hockey court in Applegate Park. With help from the Shark’s official mascot, SJ Sharkie, former Sharks 

players Devin Setoguchi and Scott Hannan, Sharks President Jonathan Becher, Mayor Matthew Serratto, Council 

Member Sarah Boyle and City Manager Stephanie Dietz, the ribbon was cut, and youth members of the Boys & Girls 

Club of Merced County took to the court for a friendly scrimmage as many Merced diehard San Jose Sharks fans 

cheered them on.   
 

The Sharks Foundation has built similar tealtop hocky courts for youth programming in the Bay Area. Merced is the 

first community outside of the Bay Area to receive the official endorsement of a professional hockey organization.    
 

Thank you to representatives from El Capitan Hotel, the Sharks Foundation, donors Sara Johnson Kerrest and 

Frederic Kerrest, Tichert Construction and many others for investing in our community’s youth. 
 

While Parks & Recreations Director Christopher Jensen and his team helped with event set up, they discussed future 

programming plans for City of Merced Youth Street Hockey, so stay tuned! 

 

Future Hockey Pros 

Official Ribbon Cutting 

SJ Sharkie, Setoguchi and Hannan 

Boys & Girls Club Kids and SJ Sharkie 

Merced Youth Council 

Kaylie and Olivia 
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Coffee with a Cop 
Merced PD had a great time with an amazing group of adults from The Haven for Coffee with A Cop. 

Thanks to the crew at Starbucks 689 Olive Ave in Merced for hosting the event. 

Merced PD Community Academy Demo Day 
 

Over the weekend the Merced Police Department's Community Academy participated in several 

activities. These were put on by Merced PD's Bomb Squad, K-9 team, Drone Team and Range Team. 
 

The current class is halfway through the program. The Department will hold the next class during the 

Fall of 2022.  
 

If you’re interested in signing up for the next class, please email Sgt. Barajasj@cityofmerced.org for 

more information. Space is limited and the class fills up quick! 
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Ending the Stigma Event 
 

Recently, on behalf of the Merced Police Department, School Resource Officer (SRO) Naomi Martinez 

participated in the Ending the Stigma Event at Merced High School. This event helps amplify the message 

that, together, we can help bring awareness that anyone affected by mental illness can get the appropriate 

support and quality of care to live healthy, fulfilling lives. Great job Officer Martinez! 
 

May is Mental Health Awareness Month. For more information about Mental Health Awareness visit 

https://www.nami.org/Get-Involved/Awareness-Events/Mental-Health-Awareness-Month 
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Bellevue Ranch Landscape Improvements 
 

The City hired contractor, Elite Landscape, continues with work in the Bellevue Ranch area. 

Crews are completing the spreading of mulch throughout the planted areas.  
 

 

 

West Ave Truck Parking Lot Closure 
 

Notices have been posted at the truck parking lot on West Avenue notifying of the lot closure effective 4/11/22. 
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Public Works in Action 
 

Water crews tapped and installed a feeder backflow for the new water main and services to Arco at Santa Fe and 

HWY 59, installed a new cross to tie in the new water mains for the subdivision at South N Street & Gerard, as 

well as worked on a fire hydrant at South HWY 59. 

. 

 

S. HWY 59 Hydrant: Santa Fe Ave & HWY 59 

S N St & Gerard Subdivision 
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Six young trees were discovered to have been vandalized at McNamara Park. 
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Refuse Department Practical Exams 
 

Refuse Department held practical exams this week to test potential applicants for Refuse Equipment 

Operator vacancies.  The practical exam includes a drive course where applicants can showcase their driving 

abilities.   Additional position vacancies are available for various Public Works Divisions, including Water, 

Tax Services, Sewer/Storm, and Water Quality Control. Interested parties are encouraged to visit our 

website at www.cityofmerced.org.  

 
 

#120044 B Street Improvements 

Childs Ave. to E. 15th St. Rolfe Construction, Inc. 

electricians installing conduit for new street lights 

and fire hydrents. This project is approximately 

30% complete. 

 

#121034 - McNamara Park Playground 

Miracle Playsystems, Inc. prepping the ground to 

pour the foundation for playground equipment. 

This project is approximately 30% completed. 
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Construction Projects 
 

1. 117039 - G Street Improvements Childs Ave. to 13th St. 

2. 119042 – CMAQ (048) John Muir Sidewalks 

3. 119070 - CMAQ (052) Sidewalks 7th St., 8th St. and Linda Ln. 

4. 120044 – B St. Improvements – Childs Ave. to E. 15th St. 

5. 121034 - McNamara Park Playground 

6. 122012 – Fahrens Park Playground 

7. 122049 – Dog Park 

8. 122055 – Bear Creek Bike Path Embankment Repair  

9. 122069 – Laura Fountain 
 

Projects in Design 
 

1. 113002 - R Street - 16th to 18th Street (90%) 

2. 114049 - Highway 59 and 16th Street Signal and Channelization (95%) 

3. 119025 - Orchard Avenue Sewer (95%) 

4. 119043 - CMAQ (049) Motel Drive (95%) 

5. 119069 - CMAQ (050) Sidewalks R St., S St., and Stuart Dr. (10%) 

6. 120043 - CMAQ (051) Sidewalks Olive Ave., Parsons Ave. and Alexander Ave. (90%) 

7. 121044 - CMAQ (055) Nottingham Sidewalks  (95%) 

8. 121045 - CMAQ (057) Merced North Transit Hub  (95%) 

9. 120003 – 18th St. – R St. to V St. (20%) 

10. 120009 - Yosemite Ave. - Parsons to Mansionette (10%) 

11. 120064/120065 - Highway 59 Widening  & Black Rascal CreekBridge (24%) 

12. 122033 – Bel Air Sewer Line (30%) 

13. 122050 - R St. – Olive Ave. to Northwood Dr. (15%) 

14. 122013 – Regional Park Restrooms (70%) 

 

UC Merced Annexation Status Update 
 
In October 2021, the City Council approved a contract with ASCENT Environmental to prepare the 

environmental review document and application to the Merced County Local Agency Formation Commission 

(LAFCO). Ascent has completed an administrative draft of the environmental document and is in the process 

of preparing the LAFCO application. City staff is working on a contract with an engineering firm to prepare 

the required Annexation Map and legal description required by LAFCO and the State of California.   

 

After all these documents are complete, the annexation can be scheduled for public hearings before the 

Planning Commission and City Council, which should take place prior to the end of 2022.  There are also 

required steps spelled out in the Annexation Agreement with UC Merced that spells out the consultation 

process that must take place with UC Merced staff prior to submitting the application to LAFCO.  After the 

City Council authorizes the annexation application, these consultation steps can begin.  After the consultation 

steps, the application will be submitted to LAFCO.  It will likely take several months for LAFCO staff to 

process the application once submitted.  The State of California also has a role in the process which must be 

completed prior to the annexation being completed. 
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REPORTS & CORRESPONDENCE 

1. City County Dinner Flyer      Pg. 11 

2. Joe Herb Park Clean Up Flyer   Pg. 12 

3. Merced Senior Community Center Flyer Pg. 13 

4. PC Action Memo    Pg. 14 
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RSVP BY APRIL 5TH 
TO JOY YOUNG

JOY.YOUNG@MCAGOV.ORG

 COST:  $35
PER PERSON

TUESDAY, APRIL 12 ~ 6:00PM

HOSTED BY

 CELEBRATING  5 YEARS  OF MEASURE VMULTICULTURAL ART CENTER
645 W. MAIN STREET
MERCED, CA 95340
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SATURDAY, APRIL 9TH |  8 -  11  AM
 

 
BRING GARBAGE BAGS, GLOVES, TRUCKS AND

TRASH GRABBERS

Meet  at  274 Parsons  Ave,  Merced at  8  AM,  Apr i l  9th.  
Lunch at  11  AM

 

Joe Herb Park
Golden Valley Area

Merced
Community Clean Up Day
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The Merced Senior Community Center 
provides various activities and services

 throughout the year. 
 

*AARP TAX AIDE PREPARATION
February - April

(Wed. & Fri. Only)
 

 

 

 

 

 

MEETINGS

SENIOR INC. BOARD

SOUTH MERCED

COMMUNITY

SENIOR SOCIAL 

 

 

 

 

DANCE CLASSES

LINE DANCING         

PARTNER DANCE

 

       *BEGINNER

       *INTERMEDIATE

 

 

 

ACTIVITIES 

MAT YOGA

CHAIR YOGA

PINOCHLE

BRIDGE

LINE DANCING

WRITERS CLUB

OH HELL/ TRAIN

CANASTA

TAI CHI

BINGO 
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City of Merced 
MEMORANDUM 

DATE: March 24, 2022 
TO: City Council 
FROM: Kim Espinosa, Planning Manager  
SUBJECT: Actions at the Planning Commission Meeting of March 24, 2022 

At their meeting of March 23, 2022, the Planning Commission recommended to the 
City Council the approval of General Plan Amendment #22-02 and Zone Change 
#430, which would change the General Plan land use designation from Thoroughfare 
Commercial (CT) to High-Medium Density (HMD) Residential. The Zone Change 
would change the Zoning designation from Throughfare Commercial (C-T) to 
Medium Density Residential (R-3-1.5). These changes would allow the construction 
of a 108-unit apartment complex, including a community building for the tenants, 
and associated parking on Parsons Avenue.  

The Planning Commission also recommended to the City Council the approval of 
Density Bonus to allow concessions and waivers to certain Design Standards for the 
above project. 

The Planning Commission heard and approved Commercial Cannabis Business 
Permits #21-01 and #21-06 for cultivation and distribution at 2777 Highway 59. 

If you have any questions about these items, please feel free to contact me. 

Attachments 

n:shared:Planning:PCMemos 
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