
To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council  

From:  Stephanie R. Dietz, Interim City Manager 

Date:  August  21, 2020 

Re:  City Council Information Report 

__________________________________________________________________ 

JULY UNEMPLOYMENT RATE DROPS 

The unemployment rate in the Merced County was 14.5 percent in July 2020, 

down from a revised 15.6 percent in June 2020, and above the year-ago estimate of 

8.4 percent.  This compares with an unadjusted unemployment rate of 13.7 percent 

for California and 10.5 percent for the nation during the same period.  A copy of 

the Labor Market Information report is attached for your review.   
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DOWNED TREE LIMBS, EXTREME HEAT 

Public Works received over 60 calls regarding downed tree limbs this week due to 

the onset of the extreme heatwave.  Crews continue to respond to calls and remove 

limbs/branches as quickly as possible. 
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VEHICLE ACCIDENT ON DUNN ROAD 

Public Works crews cleared debris from a block wall and two large trees that were 

destroyed due to a vehicle accident occurring Tuesday on Dunn Road.  Temporary 

fencing has been put in place until a contractor can repair the block wall.  
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WELL 20 CONSTRUCTION (MISSION & TYLER) 

Work continues at Well 20 this week. The contractor is finishing grading the 

stormwater basin and installation of the vertical pipe column. 
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PUBLIC WORKS CREWS AROUND TOWN 

Parks crews repaired irrigation along 16th Street in preparation of tree planting, 

worked on irrigation lines at the Applegate Rose Garden, as well as pressure 

washed the shelter at Rahilly Park.    

Streets Division replaced a damaged street light pole due to a vehicle accident on 

W. 16th Street.

CI PAGE | 5



ENGINEERING UPDATE 

Water Well Site #21 

The Hobbs Construction crew is wrapping up 

the well project that is listed as being 

approximately 95% complete. 

Cooper Lift Station 

The Phase 1 Construction crew is placing survey stakes for the lift station building 

location. This project is approximately 30% complete.  
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M St. – Childs to 8th St. Roadway 

Improvements 

TBS Constractors are finishing this project 

that is listed at 98% complete. 

Upcoming Construction Projects (Council Award Date) 

1. 120025 – Lab and Solids Buidlings Restrooms (08/03/2020)

2. 120048 – M Street Grind and Overlay with ADA Upgrades, 8th to 13th Streets

(08/17/2020)

3. 113031 – Brimmer Water Main Replacements

Projects in Design 

1. Highway 59 Widening (Kickoff Meeting with Caltrans in 2-3 weeks)

2. Highway 59 and 16th Street Signal and Channelization (90%)

3. Alpine Drive Road Improvements and Water Main (98%)

4. Motel Drive Multi-Use Path (95%)

5. V Street, 16th to 18th Streets, Road Improvement (90%)

6. N Street, 16th to 18th Streets, Roadway Improvement (95%)

7. Gerard Avenue Sewer, Hwy 99 to Kibby (75%)

8. B Street Improvements (30%)
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PLANNING COMMISSION MEMO 

Please find attached the Planning Commission Action Memo for the Aug. 19 

meeting.  

SAVE THE DATE 

Sept. Sept. 7 – Labor Day holiday 

Sept. 8 – Council meeting 

Sept. 10 – Central Division League virtual meeting, 6 p.m. social, 6:30 dinner 

Sept. 21 – Council meeting 

REPORTS & CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Labor Market Information report Pg. 9 

2. Planning Commission memo Pg. 12 
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State of California
EMPLOYMENT DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
Labor Market Information Division Steven Gutierrez
3302 N. Blackstone Avenue 559-230-4102
Fresno, CA 93726

Jun-2020 Jul-2020 Jul-2020
Revised Prelim Prelim

Total, All 
Industries 78,200 76,800 (1,400) 81,600 76,800 (4,800)
Total Farm 14,600 14,700 100 15,100 14,700 (400)
Total Nonfarm 63,600 62,100 (1,500) 66,500 62,100 (4,400)

Mining, Logging, 
and Construction 2,800 2,800 0 2,800 2,800 0
Manufacturing 9,500 9,700 200 10,900 9,700 (1,200)
Trade, 
Transportation & 
Utilities 13,100 13,300 200 13,600 13,300 (300)
Information 200 200 0 300 200 (100)
Financial 
Activities 1,800 1,800 0 1,900 1,800 (100)

Professional & 
Business Services 3,900 4,100 200 4,200 4,100 (100)
Educational & 
Health Services 10,100 10,200 100 10,600 10,200 (400)
Leisure & 
Hospitality 4,600 4,700 100 6,000 4,700 (1,300)
Other Services 1,300 1,400 100 1,500 1,400 (100)
Government 16,300 13,900 (2,400) 14,700 13,900 (800)

Notes:  Data not adjusted for seasonality. Data may not add due to rounding
             Labor force data are revised month to month
             Additional data are available on line at www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov

Industry Change Jul-2019 Change

August 21, 2020

IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MERCED METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA (MSA)

(Merced County)

The unemployment rate in the Merced County was 14.5 percent in July 2020, down from a revised 15.6 
percent in June 2020, and above the year-ago estimate of 8.4 percent.  This compares with an unadjusted 
unemployment rate of 13.7 percent for California and 10.5 percent for the nation during the same period.  
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August 21, 2020
Employment Development Department Merced MSA
Labor Market Information Division (Merced County)
(916) 262-2162 Industry Employment & Labor Force

March 2019 Benchmark

Data Not Seasonally Adjusted
Jul 19 May 20 Jun 20 Jul 20 Percent Change

Revised Prelim Month Year
Civilian Labor Force (1) 112,800 113,400 114,600 112,300 -2.0% -0.4%
  Civilian Employment 103,400 94,800 96,700 96,000 -0.7% -7.2%
  Civilian Unemployment 9,400 18,600 17,900 16,300 -8.9% 73.4%
Civilian Unemployment Rate 8.4% 16.4% 15.6% 14.5%
(CA Unemployment Rate) 4.4% 16.0% 15.1% 13.7%
(U.S. Unemployment Rate) 4.0% 13.0% 11.2% 10.5%

Total, All Industries (2) 81,600 76,700 78,200 76,800 -1.8% -5.9%
  Total Farm 15,100 14,400 14,600 14,700 0.7% -2.6%
  Total Nonfarm 66,500 62,300 63,600 62,100 -2.4% -6.6%
    Total Private 51,800 45,000 47,300 48,200 1.9% -6.9%
    Goods Producing 13,700 11,600 12,300 12,500 1.6% -8.8%
      Mining, Logging, and Construction 2,800 2,700 2,800 2,800 0.0% 0.0%
      Manufacturing 10,900 8,900 9,500 9,700 2.1% -11.0%
        Nondurable Goods 9,500 7,600 8,200 8,400 2.4% -11.6%
    Service Providing 52,800 50,700 51,300 49,600 -3.3% -6.1%
    Private Service Providing 38,100 33,400 35,000 35,700 2.0% -6.3%
      Trade, Transportation & Utilities 13,600 12,600 13,100 13,300 1.5% -2.2%
        Wholesale Trade 1,800 1,300 1,400 1,400 0.0% -22.2%
        Retail Trade 8,200 8,500 8,800 8,900 1.1% 8.5%
        Transportation, Warehousing & Utilities 3,600 2,800 2,900 3,000 3.4% -16.7%
      Information 300 200 200 200 0.0% -33.3%
      Financial Activities 1,900 1,800 1,800 1,800 0.0% -5.3%
      Professional & Business Services 4,200 4,000 3,900 4,100 5.1% -2.4%
      Educational & Health Services 10,600 10,200 10,100 10,200 1.0% -3.8%
      Leisure & Hospitality 6,000 3,400 4,600 4,700 2.2% -21.7%
      Other Services 1,500 1,200 1,300 1,400 7.7% -6.7%
      Government 14,700 17,300 16,300 13,900 -14.7% -5.4%
        Federal Government 700 700 700 700 0.0% 0.0%
        State & Local Government 14,000 16,600 15,600 13,200 -15.4% -5.7%
          State Government 2,600 3,300 2,400 2,500 4.2% -3.8%
            State Government Education 2,000 2,700 1,800 1,900 5.6% -5.0%
            State Government Excluding Education 600 600 600 600 0.0% 0.0%
          Local Government 11,400 13,300 13,200 10,700 -18.9% -6.1%
            Local Government Excluding Education 4,100 3,700 3,900 3,800 -2.6% -7.3%
            Special Districts plus Indian Tribes 600 500 600 600 0.0% 0.0%

Steven Gutierrez 559-230-4102 or Frances Gines 951-955-3204

These data, as well as other labor market data, are available via the Internet
at http://www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov.  If you need assistance, please call (916) 262-2162.

#####

Notes:

(1) Civilian labor force data are by place of residence; include self-employed
individuals, unpaid family workers, household domestic workers, & workers on strike.
Data may not add due to rounding. The unemployment rate is calculated using unrounded data.

(2) Industry employment is by place of work; excludes self-employed individuals,
unpaid family workers, household domestic workers, & workers on strike.
Data may not add due to rounding.

These data are produced by the Labor Market Information Division of the California
Employment Development Department (EDD). Questions should be directed to:
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Employment Development Department
Labor Market Information Division

http://www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov
(916) 262-2162

RANK BY 
RATE LABOR FORCE EMPLOYMENT UNEMPLOYMENT RATE
--- 18,885,200 16,294,200 2,591,000 13.7%
34 820,600 722,500 98,100 12.0%
50 480 410 70 14.1%
32 14,230 12,540 1,690 11.9%
25 93,200 82,900 10,400 11.1%
10 20,600 18,610 1,980 9.6%
53 9,950 8,430 1,520 15.3%
34 545,600 480,100 65,500 12.0%
28 9,290 8,240 1,050 11.3%
16 89,500 80,300 9,200 10.3%
45 447,400 387,000 60,400 13.5%
20 11,930 10,640 1,290 10.8%
15 58,900 52,800 6,000 10.2%
58 71,500 52,300 19,200 26.8%
8 8,250 7,480 770 9.4%
55 370,000 308,800 61,200 16.5%
43 56,500 49,100 7,400 13.1%
31 26,920 23,790 3,130 11.6%
1 8,870 8,110 760 8.6%
57 4,940,000 4,042,500 897,500 18.2%
42 60,800 52,900 7,900 13.0%
3 133,700 122,000 11,700 8.8%
20 7,970 7,110 860 10.8%
22 36,820 32,790 4,030 10.9%
51 112,300 96,000 16,300 14.5%
3 3,020 2,750 270 8.8%
56 6,900 5,750 1,150 16.6%
36 198,400 174,400 24,000 12.1%
17 72,700 65,100 7,600 10.4%
19 43,840 39,190 4,650 10.6%
37 1,578,600 1,384,200 194,400 12.3%
11 182,600 164,800 17,800 9.8%
30 7,330 6,490 840 11.4%
49 1,098,200 947,900 150,300 13.7%
40 709,600 621,200 88,400 12.5%
32 31,100 27,400 3,700 11.9%
43 958,300 833,200 125,100 13.1%
37 1,576,700 1,382,700 194,000 12.3%
22 573,900 511,200 62,700 10.9%
52 322,400 274,700 47,700 14.8%
13 131,200 118,200 13,000 9.9%
5 445,000 403,800 41,100 9.2%
14 215,200 193,700 21,400 10.0%
6 1,036,600 940,100 96,500 9.3%
26 130,000 115,500 14,600 11.2%
18 71,700 64,100 7,500 10.5%
6 1,210 1,100 110 9.3%
26 16,210 14,390 1,820 11.2%
39 203,200 178,100 25,100 12.4%
11 253,000 228,300 24,700 9.8%
48 236,000 203,800 32,200 13.6%
45 42,400 36,600 5,700 13.5%
24 24,050 21,400 2,650 11.0%
1 4,450 4,070 380 8.6%
54 191,100 160,200 30,900 16.2%
41 19,780 17,290 2,480 12.6%
28 412,200 365,800 46,400 11.3%
9 104,600 94,700 9,900 9.5%
45 28,300 24,500 3,800 13.5%

YOLO
YUBA

Notes
1) Data may not add due to rounding. The unemployment rate is calculated using unrounded data.
2) Labor force data for all geographic areas now reflect the March 2019 benchmark and Census 2010 population controls at the state level.

SUTTER
TEHAMA
TRINITY
TULARE
TUOLUMNE
VENTURA

SHASTA
SIERRA
SISKIYOU
SOLANO
SONOMA
STANISLAUS

SAN JOAQUIN
SAN LUIS OBISPO
SAN MATEO
SANTA BARBARA
SANTA CLARA
SANTA CRUZ

RIVERSIDE
SACRAMENTO
SAN BENITO
SAN BERNARDINO
SAN DIEGO
SAN FRANCISCO

MONTEREY
NAPA
NEVADA
ORANGE
PLACER
PLUMAS

MARIN
MARIPOSA
MENDOCINO
MERCED
MODOC
MONO

KERN
KINGS
LAKE
LASSEN
LOS ANGELES
MADERA

EL DORADO
FRESNO
GLENN
HUMBOLDT
IMPERIAL
INYO

AMADOR
BUTTE
CALAVERAS
COLUSA
CONTRA COSTA
DEL NORTE

July 2020 - Preliminary
Data Not Seasonally Adjusted

COUNTY
STATE TOTAL
ALAMEDA
ALPINE

State of California
August 21, 2020
March 2019 Benchmark

REPORT 400 C
Monthly Labor Force Data for Counties
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